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LROC KZN Committee
Chairman : Brian Moore
chairman@landroverclub.org.za
social@landroverclub.org.za
Cell : 082 842 0064
Vice Chairman : Kingsley Kemp
vicechairman@landroverclub.org.za
Cell : 082 670 9063
Treasurer & Membership : Brendan Mitchell
treasurer@landroverclub.org.za
membership@landroverclub.org.za
Cell : 083 282 4318
Secretary : Andrew Kirkbride
secretary@landroverclub.org.za
Webmaster : Dylan Mickleburgh
web@landroverclub.org.za
Cell : 083 440 6086
Trevor Slogrove (Cell : 071 873 4290)
Gates & Trails :
gates@landroverclub.org.za
Russell Slogrove (Cell : 083 630 4318)
Kyle Miller (Cell : 083 611 7441)
Dylan Mickleburgh (Cell : 083 440 6086)
Etienne van Zyl (Cell : 081 756 0581)
Heinz Stegen (Cell : 082 895 4208)
Newsletter Editor : Bridget Slogrove
newsletter@landroverclub.org.za
Bridget.Slogrove@gmail.com
Cell : 083 270 0238

Disclaimer : The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Club’s committee or members and may be
incorrect.
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Editor’s Letter
February 2020 was a relatively busy month with trapping and taking my aunt shopping for her washing machine,
spending half a day stuck in Umbogintwini with Green Dragon when I went to buy my mom a washing machine
after her’s packed up, trapping cats, bottle feeding a tiny kitten (that I left with my neighbour for the day when we
did our drive to Nagle Dam), and taking my mom, two aunts and daughter for lunch at the Wrecked Heron in
Pennington on the 29th February.
Trevor is still with us and should be flying to Brazil (Sao Paulo to be exact) in March. At our committee meeting at
the beginning of February, he was co-opted onto the LROC KZN committee to take over the updating of our website.
Trevor had access to a web designing package and it was on the Friday evening when I gave him my external hard
drive at about 8pm that evening, that Trevor began working on a brand new updated website for the club. The website
will be officially launched on Sunday, the 8th of March 2020 at the AGM. On the Saturday morning I was getting up
to bottle feed Tiny Tot at about 5:30am and he was still wide away, having worked on the website all night. I will
give him A for dedication.
Over the next two weeks or so, Trevor pulled data off the old website and copied it onto the new website and added
extra items into the new website such as being able to make payments of subs for the year online. The new website
has been updated with newsletters as well as photos. If you would like other photos added or your own, please send
them to one of the committee members and we will forward them to Trevor so that he can add them to the website.
Our aim is to launch the website at the AGM on the 8th of March 2020. He has been co-opted onto the committee by
Brian.
We had a drive on the 16th February 2020 from Botha’s Hill to Nagle Dam to mark the 30th Birthday of our club on the
and from the 27 to the 29th of February we had numerous members assisting George with road marshalling for the
Dusi Canoe Marathon. Thankfully we had pretty cool weather for the three days so the guys shouldn’t have been
sunburnt too badly.
We wish to see as many of you as possible at the AGM in March 2020 and then the calendar begins to liven up with
our gates competitions. This year, as suggested by some of our drivers, I will be releasing the results of each gates so
that you can see what position you are in for each event as well as the years. This should add to more competition
between some drivers.
Happy motoring and see you all soon.
Your editor
Bridget Slogrove
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Calendar of forthcoming events
LROC KZN Provisional Events Diary 2020
What & Where

Contact
Information person

8 March 2020

Club AGM

Email &
Whatsapp
Sent

Any of your
committee
members

20 - 23 March
2020

4 passes to Eastern Cape

Email sent
out

Adrian Moore
082 049 5175

4/5 April 2020

Gates 1 of 2020 at NonStop Adventures

Details to
follow

1 - 5 May 2020

Tembe Elephant Park

Details to
follow

23/24 May 2020

Gates 2 of 2020

Details to
follow

31 May 2020

Cars in the Park

Details to
follow

5 July 2020

Hillcrest Car Show

Details to
follow

25/26 July 2020

Gates 3 of 2020

Details to
follow

29/30 August
2020

Gates 4 of 2020

Details to
follow

3/4 October
2020

Gates 5 of 2020

Details to
follow

17/18 October
2020

Day of the Clubs

Details to
follow

29 November
2020

Christmas Tree at
Killarney 4x4

Details to
follow

When

Grade

George
Goswell 083
658 1324

Trail Grading : All our events/trails are graded according to the 5 grades below.
1. Complete novice soft dirt trail, no low range required. Suitable for all Land Rovers including the Freelander.
2. Limited low range required but suitable for the novice driver. Suitable for all Land Rovers including the Freelander.
3. Low range and limited off road knowledge required. Suitable for all Land Rovers with certain trails not suitable for the Freelander.
4. A low range technical trail suitable for the experienced. The inexperienced will be able to do the trail, as long as assistance will be
available from the more experienced members. Suitable for all Land Rovers except the Freelander.
5. Extremely technical. Suitable for the experienced and/or modified vehicle only with the possibility of vehicle damage.
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Past Events
30th Birthday outing to Nagle Dam on 16 February
2020
On the Saturday afternoon, Trevor and Russell
went down to the garage and packed the back of
Green Dragon for the next day with our chairs,
the braai and charcoal. We were due to have
load shedding on the Sunday morning between 6
and 8am so we would not be able to open our
garage at that time to get anything out.
When we arrived in Botha’s Hill, we saw the
Builders on the left side of the road, but parked
outside on the right outside Spar Tops, in the
shade was a land rover. We did U turn and went to park in the shade. Shortly thereafter more vehicles
arrived. We amassed a total of 13 vehicles and set off up the road to start turning down into the valley a
short way up the road.
We would our way through the valley, stopping
every now and then to admire the breathtaking
scenery and made our way down to Mfula Store
for a pitstop and for the guys to get some muchneeded beverages and snacks for some. It was a
really hot day and the temperature eventually
rose to 39 on Green Dragons external
thermometer. Russell had brought alone an
aircon gauge and that read up to 43 degrees at
one stage.
We left Mfula Store with Russell, Trevor and myself in the lead so that we could stop up ahead of the
convoy to take some photos of everyone else driving past and made our way to Nagle Dam. Most of the
drive was on tar roads but as this was the club’s 30th Birthday drive, and due to the extreme heat, we
didn’t really mind.
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We drove around the dam and arrived at the entrance near the dam wall. Here we
joined of long line of other land rovers
waiting to pay and drive into the venue. We
were to head for the main picnic sight where
we were going to have lunch and spend the
afternoon chatting.
While we were waiting, Trevor walked up
and down along the road taking photos of the
other land rovers and filming them. The
photo below shows all the different places
inside the dam’s enclosure. Please note the
spelling of second to last place on the board. We
had a good laugh at this and found a second sign
not too far inside the gate with the same spelling.
Luckily, we all know how to spell and found the
correct place to have our lunch.
We drove over the dam wall and go out in a
couple places to look at the water going through
in one place. We could also see the picnic sight
from the bridge. Once we had done enough
sight-seeing on the bridge, we made our way to
the picnic sight, where most of the other club
members had already set up braais and where
relaxing in the shade of some enormous trees.
We joined a couple of other members at one of
the braais and eventually lunch was over.
Shannon, Brian’s youngest daughter had made us
an amazing cake. It was absolutely delicious.
Thanks so much Shannon. We were also treated
to a cake that Clifford’s friend, ________ had
made. We were really spoilt.
As it was a hot day, the children and some of the adults went swimming. I was keen to join them and
then saw the sign near where we were sitting to “Beware of Crocodiles”. I love my life and definitely
wasn’t going to take any chance going into the dam with crocodiles around. Also, I had left Russell in
charge of packing the cooler box (or as I love to call it – the chilly bin – a New
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Zealand term) and he had forgotten to pack a coke for me and a Pepsi for Trevor.
Trevor had some alcoholic beverages in the
cooler box so he was ok. Luckily he had
packed some bottles of iced water, so I drank
those. Steven also topped up the one bottle
with some of their coke (much appreciated
Steven).
It was finally time to pack up and head for the
tunnel. While some of our members headed
for home, other’s decided to join us and
headed for the entrance to the tunnel. Russell
had been to Nagel Dam many years before and he had walked through the tunnel. Our daughter and then
boyfriend, had done a couple of trail runs at
Nagel Dam and had actually run through the
tunnel during the one race. I had never walked
through so it was a new experience for me.
When I took this photo, we had walked the entire
length of the tunnel and had exited on the far
side. It is amazing that even with all that water
above and around you, you cannot hear the water
at all. It is also very narrow in the tunnel. Two
people can walk past each other but if you don’t
like confined spaces, then this is not for you.
On the way through to the far side, Brian (and a couple of other members), noticed a tap against the wall
about half way through. We could only guess that this was put in the tunnel so that anyone working inside
the tunnel, could wash their hands, drink from it and if painting the inside of the tunnel, possibly wash paint
brushes. There was also a leak in one place.
Once everyone was out of the tunnel, we said our goodbyes and headed for home. A great day with lots of
sunshine and good company.
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Dusi Canoe Marathon from 27th to 29
February 2020
Photo taken by George Goswell on Day 1 of the
Dusi, of Brendan being rescued by Theo. This
looks like a mouse rescuing an elephant. But as
Theo put it “Mighty mouse” came to the rescue
and managed to pull the elephant out of the hole.

Unfortunately, I couldn’t convince any of our members
to do a writeup for me of the experience over the three
day, but here are some more photos that Kyle Miller
organized to be taken (I think George took all of these
as they appear to be the same ones he posted on Facebook).
Either way guys, thanks for the photos.
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Despite the weather being wet and rainy on Thursday,
Friday morning starting out wet and miserable and
Saturday being mostly overcast in the morning, it
appears that our members made the most of the cooler
weather, worked hard and even took time to go and
play after the work was over each day.
The truck on the left of this photo had got stuck. This
happened to be one of the trucks that was taking
refreshments to one of the watering tables. Thanks to some of our member, they were able to get the truck
unstuck and it could proceed on it’s way.
Well done members on a job well done. As the email of thanks said, without all the support teams who
assist in the background, this type of event would not be possible.
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Your Stories
Recent day trip to St Lucia wetland by Heinz Stegen
Early in January this year, I undertook a trip to the St Lucia wetlands to see what the situation
regarding the lake was, since 1984, when the cyclone Demoina was the main cause of the sandbank
at the outlet to see, and the long drought we have been experiencing together with the Sugarcane
farmers that put a pipeline into the Umfolozi river to keep the level of the water down so they
could have a 1% increase in their total sugar production. A court decided against the farmers last
year and they had to rectify the situation.
After some good rains early in January, I
wanted to see what the actual effect
was on the system.

The level of the Umfolozi river was the
highest I have seen it in a number of
years and I was very hopefull to see a
difference in the level of the lake.

To my
surprise the
level of the
water was
a lot higher
than
expected,
the reeds in
the lake
had had a
very bad effect on the system, the boats on the lake were not operational anymore and we know
that tourism was the main income for the town of St Lucia, very sad to see how bad the town was
affected.
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Towards
the old
outlet to
see, there
was a very
visible
difference,
the
flamingos
that waded
in the lake
were not
there
anymore
because of it being too deep.
The last picture showing that should the level rise by less than a meter, it would overflow for the
first time in many years and hopefully this could revive the town of St Lucia again and most
important, rectify the damage to the lake and false bay, all those beautiful places could live again.
Congratulations to Rob Humphry (a past member of the LROC, past committee member and land
rover enthusiast) for completing your 30th Dusi.
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Gordon Guthrie
Visual storyteller · 24 February at 16:11

I thought our club may be interested in this group of photos covering my friend Diane's trip from Bath down
through Africa to Salisbury in Rhodesia where they settled. The family
of 4 did this epic journey in a 1953 80' with long range tanks fitted plus

a whole lot of jerry cans. They did all the repairs and maintenance

themselves and the little 80' never missed a beat despite
some gruelling conditions. When they arrived in Rhodesia
they kept the Landy for a number of years then her dad Don
Beake sold it to a local farmer who sent it to his farm in
Mozambique. Diane and I met at Veterinary Research Wildlife
Section in 1966 when I started my first job after leaving
school.
I'm still searching for the little Landy in Mozambique but very
little chance of finding it now after all these years I'm afraid.
In the meanwhile I have started to build an exact replica
using a 1953 80' I brought in from Zimbabwe.
Diane now lives in France and visits us every year to get
some African Game Reserve air into her system again. I have posted a picture of her now and the 1st picture
shows her making tea next to the Landy.

13

14

15

Something Technical
Last Saturday morning at about 11:30, after yanking Trevor out of bed, he and I set off in Green
Dragon to Makro, Umbogintwini, to get a loaf of cheese (yes cheese as we go through so much
every month and it is cheaper to buy the big 2.5kg loaf at Makro than buy a 1kg at Pick n Pay,
Checkers etc) and a washing machine for my mom as her’s had packed up.
We got down to Makro and as I turned into the parking area from the traffic lights and came to the
end of the ramp going down towards the parkings, Green Dragon cut out. I switched off and, being
automatic, put it in park to restart her. Nothing!!! The engine tries to turn over but she just would
not start. Trevor jumped out and opening the bonnet to see if he coul d see anything. A couple of
other guys ran over and had a look as well. I was parked in the way of other vehicles coming into the
parking area so they told me to put the vehicle into neutral and they pushed her into the nearest
parkings.
One of the guys had two jerry cans of fuel and they poured some into a small coke bottle that we had
in the car. They opened up the vehicle inlet and notice an airlock. They then opened up the throttle
body and sprayed some of the fuel into there from the bottle. Eventually Green Dragon started again.
We let her idle for a while and eventually we turned her off, locked the doors and went into Makro.
About 45 minutes later, after letting my mom know that we were at Makro and would be a bit late to
pick her up, we returned to Green Dragon and loaded the washing machine into the back.
Once again, she would not start. Trevor sprayed more fuel into the throttle body and eventually she
started. We made our way as quickly as possible to the filling station in Umbogint wini and while
waiting for the car parked at the pump to finish, she cut out again. When the car moved off and I
tried to start her, there was nothing again. A couple of guys and Trevor managed to push her up the
slight incline to the pump where I put R500.00 fuel in and some oil. She still wouldn’t start.
After quite a while of trying I called my daughter and asked her to ask her hubby to please pick up
my mom from Seadoone Mall and then to come and pick up the washing machine from us. I had
already posted on the Whatsapp KZN LROC Emergency group and had the guys giving me advice on
what to do and offering to come out and rescue me. I called Russell and Johan and Etienne and he
duly arrived around 2:30 in the afternoon to see if they could get Green Dragon running.
Russell was convinced it had something to do with the immobiliser and after do the whole code
exercise with the key, he managed to get her started again. I had managed to start her once or twice
at the garage and had moved her from the fuel pump to the parkings outside the shop. Trevor and I
jumped in and Johan joined us. He didn’t want to smoke in the Range Rover (Russell’s choice of a
tow vehicle should he have to tow Green Dragon home).
I made my way through Umbogintwini and turned to go up to the onramp onto the N2. As I got to
the corner at the top of the onramp, she cut out again. I got out and waited for Russell and Etienne to
catch up. Russell got in and free wheeled her down the onramp to a bunch of trees so that we were in
the shade. The guys then started to strip out the carpeting in the back to get to the fuel pump. They
tried to start her a couple times but were unsuccessful. They eventually decided to tow her.
Johan and Etienne very kindly jumped into Green Dragon (I have never towed a vehicle or been
the driver in a vehicle being driven) and Russell climbed back into the Range Rover. We pulled
off and as Trevor put it, it was like driving Buffel (60 to 70 km per hour and that was along the
straight flat piece of road past the old airport). Bearing in mind that we were
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towing a pretty heavy vehicle that now had no power steering at all, the
Range Rover hardly felt the extra weight behind it.
Just before we went past NPC Cement on the N2, Green Dragon started and the guys undid the
tow strap only to have her cut out again just as we were pulling off. With the tow strap back on
we made our way back to Queensburgh. We could hear Johan trying to start her up from time to
time. Just around the corner from home, she started and he was able to drive past us and then reverse
up the drive way and park her. They tried a bit later to start her again and once again she would not
start.
Russell is convinced it is not the fuel pump but I think it is. We will hav e to wait and see. Hence the
article below re the Fuel Pump.

Information taken from
https://www.discountautoparts.com/autopages/LA
ND-ROVER-Discovery-Series-2-Fuel-Pump.html
LAND ROVER Discovery Series II Fuel Pumps
Description

There are two types of fuel pumps, mechanical fuel and electrical fuel pump. A mechanical fuel
pump produces low pressure (3 to 7 PSI) and is usually driven by the engine and found on
vehicles equipped with a carburetor. LAND ROVER Discovery Series II 1987 and newer all use
electric fuel pumps, because of the introduction of electronic fuel injection. Electric fuel pumps
produce higher pressure typically 10 to 50 PSI.
Purpose

The purpose of your LAND ROVER Discovery Series II fuel pump is to provide a constant fuel
flow and pressure to the engine. A fuel pump pushes fuel from the tank and sends it under
pressure to the injectors, which spray it into the engine’s intake manifold. The fuel pressure is
kept constant by a fuel pressure regulator.
Maintenance Tips/Suggestions

LAND ROVER Discovery Series II Fuel pumps require no maintenance. Regular fuel filter
changes can help extend the life of the electric fuel pump on electronic fuel injection equipped
vehicles. See your owner’s manual for fuel filter service intervals. A clogged filter can restrict
fuel flow shorting the life of the fuel pump. You can also help prolong the life of the fuel
pump by keeping as must fuel as possible in the tank. Since fuel cools the pump, having
plenty of fuel in the tank helps keep the pump from overheating. A restricted fuel pump inlet
strainer can starve the pump, causing it to overheat and fail. Buying your gasoline from a
reputable dealer can eliminate this problem. Proper voltage at the fuel
pump, and fuel pressure should be checked before replacing the fuel pump.
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Consult your service manual for proper pressure and testing procedures.
Keeping your LAND ROVER Discovery Series II fuel system properly maintained is vital to
your vehicle’s performance and fuel efficiency.
Failure symptoms

A failing or faulty electric fuel pump can cause various symptoms including a loud whine from
the fuel tank area, hesitation when accelerating, and lack of performance and stalling.
WARNING

Ignoring these symptoms may lead to a total fuel pump failure disabling the vehicle.
AKA

Gas pump, fuel transfer pump, EFP
Location

LAND ROVER Discovery Series II electric fuel pumps are almost always located inside the
fuel tank, but there are some vehicles where the pump may be located along the frame rail or
mounted to the body near the fuel tank. The fuel pump has a strainer at its inlet to filter out fuel
tank contaminants.
Disclaimer

Depending on the year and options your LAND ROVER Discovery Series II has, the above
information may not apply. Consult with a professional automotive technician or manufacturer
for specifics on your LAND ROVER Discovery Series II
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