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LROC KZN Committee
Chairman : Brian Moore
chairman@landroverclub.org.za
social@landroverclub.org.za
Cell : 082 842 0064
Vice Chairman : Kingsley Kemp
vicechairman@landroverclub.org.za
Cell : 082 670 9063
Treasurer & Membership : Brendan Mitchell
treasurer@landroverclub.org.za
membership@landroverclub.org.za
Cell : 083 282 4318
Secretary : Bridget Slogrove
secretary@landroverclub.org.za
Webmaster : Trevor Slogrove & Douglas Hendrikz
web@landroverclub.org.za
Trevor Slogrove (Cell : 071 873 4290)
Douglas Hendrikz (Cell : 083 789 3684)
Gates & Trails :
gates@landroverclub.org.za
Kyle Miller (Cell : 083 611 7441)
Etienne van Zyl (Cell : 081 756 0581)
Heinz Stegen (Cell : 082 895 4208)
Douglas Hendrikz (Cell : 083 789 3684)
Newsletter Editor : Bridget Slogrove
newsletter@landroverclub.org.za
Bridget.Slogrove@gmail.com
Cell : 083 270 0238

Disclaimer : The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Club’s committee or members and may be
incorrect.
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Editor’s Letter
November and December 2021 were definitely better than November and December 2020. My daughter
and son-in-law celebrated their 3rd wedding anniversary on the 3rd November. My mom moved in with us
(Russell might say this is not a good thing), but as soon as her flat is sold, we can start with setting up the
granny flat for her. This will give her privacy and she won’t have to be in the house with us all the time.
She can have her own space to call home. Christmas was special this year as we could celebrate with our
grandson. His first Christmas. He even got to sit on Santa’s lap at the Christmas Tree this year.
Our son, Trevor, popped the question and got down on one knee on
the 23rd December and asked his El Salvadorian girlfriend (they have
been together as a couple since June 2018 although they couldn’t
always be together due to Covid), Kenia, to marry him. She said yes.
This was supposed to happen on the 31st December at sunset. Then
he decided to ask her on the 24th just in time for her parents to
celebrate Christmas on Christmas Eve. This was then brought
forward to the 23rd when the crew members on board MSC Magnifica
were told they would all have to be moved to separate cabins due to
Covid infections amongst crew members. He decided to get a move
on and do the proposal so that they could surprise her parents for
Christmas Eve. They sent a video to her family showing off her
engagement ring. Unfortunately, no official photos were taken as
they are still in quarantine and only out middle of January 2022.
At first, they managed to be in the same cabin together but then due to the fact that other crew members
were going into other crew members cabins, they moved all crew (except those legally married) to separate
cabins. As soon as they are released from their cabins tomorrow, they will do an official photo shoot.
I got extremely smart with Russell’s Christmas gift this year. When we bought
our Range Rover, there was no cargo cover (for those who don’t know what
this is, it’s the cover that goes over the parcel area at the back of the land rover
or range rover). I started to google and see if I could get one or maybe even try
to make one up. I sent messages to two suppliers - Landy Land in Richards
Bay and Cameron Carr. Landy Land replied and said they could get one and
didn’t have any. Cameron sent me a video and this photo.
I immediately told him to order it for me. He called me on the Monday to say
he had it but I told him I would collect it on the Friday. Luckily my boss closed
the office on the 23rd of December around lunch time. I picked up my mom
and her and I drove through to Cameron’s house and collected it. They had
wrapped it in a stack of bubble wrap and brown packaging tape but I still
wrapped it up with Christmas wrapping paper so that Russell could unwrap it
on Christmas morning. He had absolutely no idea what I had brought for
him. It was a total surprise. As soon as he had it unwrapped we went out to
the car and fitted it. It gives us peace of mind when we go out and can put belongings in the back and
they are covered and nobody can see inside. It does need a bit of a clean-up as it is
second hand but it matches the interior of the car and that is the main thing.
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I received embroidery cottons, hoops to put cottons that are being used on and
cotton holders. Thankfully I now have the full DMC range of embroidery cottons as the design that I am
busy with at the moment needs some of the new colours that I have just added to complete the collection.
This needs to be completed before the AGM at the end of February 2022. All will be revealed on that
day.
On behalf of the committee, I wish you all a happy 2022. May the year treat you well. Here’s to more
opportunities to do some memorable drives with like-minded land rover owners.
Until next time.
Your newsletter editor.
Bridget Slogrove
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Calendar of Forthcoming Events
LROC KZN Provisional Events Diary 2022
When

What & Where

Contact
person

Information

Kingsley
Kemp 082 459
4938
Theo
0837858499
Haig
0827479030

Grade

Treasure Hunt
Part 5

Details to follow

5 - 6 February
2022

5th Gates at NonStop Adventures

Details to follow

17 - 19
February 2022
27 February
2022

Duzi Canoe
Marathon
LROC KZN
AGM at NonStop Adventures

29 April - 3
May 2022

Tembe Elephant
Park

As soon as I receive the forms I will email them out otherwise I
have full bookings for this weekend. If any member pulls out
before I will notify the club members.

28 - 29 May
2022

Gates 1

Details to follow

30 - 31 July
2022

Gates 2

Details to follow

27 - 28 August
2022

Gates 3

Details to follow

Gates 4

Details to follow

Gates 5

Details to follow

2022 Christmas
Tree

Details to follow

29 - 30
October 2022
3-4
December
2022
11 December
2022

1

3-5

George sent out emails to all
members
Details to follow

Trail Grading : All our events/trails are graded according to the 5 grades below.
1. Complete novice soft dirt trail, no low range required. Suitable for all Land Rovers including the Freelander.
2. Limited low range required but suitable for the novice driver. Suitable for all Land Rovers including the Freelander.
3. Low range and limited off road knowledge required. Suitable for all Land Rovers with certain trails not suitable for the
Freelander.
4. A low range technical trail suitable for the experienced. The inexperienced will be able to do the trail, as long as
assistance will be available from the more experienced members. Suitable for all Land Rovers except the Freelander.
5. Extremely technical. Suitable for the experienced and/or modified vehicle only with the possibility of vehicle damage.
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New Members
Remember, it’s your club and you will get out of it what you want to. You have purchased THE BEST 4 x 4 x
FAR and now it’s time to use it. See you at the next club event.
There were no new members enrolled during December 2021.
COMPLIANCE WITH POPIA - CONSENT TO FORM PART OF THIS GROUP
As we all know the compliance due date for the Protection of Personal Information Act, 4 of 2013 (“POPIA”), being
30 June 2021, is steadfastly approaching. This deadline brings a few changes.
One of these changes is that the administrators will be required to obtain your consent for being part of this WhatsApp
group. As such, you are herewith notified that you are entitled to refuse such consent and you may exercise such a
right by leaving this group.
Should you elect to remain in this group, it will be accepted that you have consented to being a part of this group and
to your personal information (being your cell phone number and name) being noticeable to any person in this group.
In this regard, we implore on all members of this group not to make use of such personal information for whatsoever
reason, without obtaining the consent of the relevant person.
The following appears on the clubs Facebook page –
The administrators of this group need to share a POPIA disclaimer, as all Groups need to adhere to the new
regulations surrounding this Act from 1 July 2021.
Therefore, the Admin Team is required to ask each member of this Group 2 questions:
1. Do you want to remain and be part of this Group?
2. Do you undertake not to use visible personal information of members elsewhere?
Should you answer YES, please remain on the Group.
Should you remain in this group, it will be automatically accepted that you have consented to being a part of this
group and you undertake to comply with the Act.
Should you answer NO, please leave the group or ask any of the Admin Team Members for assistance to do so.
In this regard, we request that all members of this group, in good faith, to not share personal information pertaining to
other members for whatsoever reason, without obtaining the consent of the relevant person.
If for whatever reason, you do not want your details to be on the groups, please remove yourself and email one of the
committee members to remove you from the emailing list. In so doing you, will no longer receive emails and
WhatsApp from the members and committee.
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WhatsApp Groups
Please note that we have three WhatsApp groups for the club as follows –
KZN LROC Idle Chat – this is for members to share photos of land rovers, jokes about land rovers, find out about
spares for land rovers, ask for help fixing land rovers, and anything else to do with land rovers.
KZN LROC Emergency – this if for members to let other members know if they are broken down and stuck
somewhere or lost. It is only for emergencies.
KZN LROC In Touch – this group is only for the admins to send out messages to club members about events that will
be happening (gates, drives etc). You will not be able to reply to any of us on this group.
If you are not on any of the groups and wish us to add you, please send me or one of the other admins (click the three
little dots on the top right of your screen, click group info, scroll down and all the members who are group admins will
have group admin written in green in a little block on the right of the screen next to their name). Do not send on the
groups.
Please refrain from posting anything political, religious or any
other material on these groups. If you do so, please “delete for
everyone” and then nobody on the group will see that post. This
must also be done as quickly as possible. If you continue to post
other material to these groups, you will be removed from the
group. We do not like doing this but we need to keep the groups
to land rover related items ONLY.
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For Sale
Defender Td5 engine and gearbox. Still in the vehicle for any potential buyer to test.
Owner looking to fit a replacement engine and gearbox.
Pietermaritzburg area.
R30 000 o.n.c.o.
Contact Hugh Harvey 082 953 3092

Disco 2 roof rack. R6000. Contact Oren on 0828393678.
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What is “Gates”?
As we have many new members who have joined the club over the past couple of years, and due to the
number of members doing gates declining year on
year, I have been asked by the committee members to
explain what “Gates” is.
Russell and I joined the Land Rover Owners Club
KZN at the beginning of 2014. We had never ever
seen a gates competition ever before so this was all
completely new to us. The final gates competition for
the 2013 year was being held at Big Rock, upstream
from Inanda Dam in January 2014 and we decided to
go and watch to see what it was all about. To say I
was horrified is an understatement. The competitors
put their vehicles through their paces, doing some
hair-raising driving, or so I thought.
When the gates competition started for the 2014 year,
Russell decided to drive the gates. I was an
extremely nervous passenger and pushed Trevor to
co-drive for Russell and I took photos of them (and
other drivers). One year later, after chatting to
Heather, and her convincing me to give the gates a
try, I made the decision to compete as well. Our
daughter and son-in-law joined us that day, Jacqui
being my co-driver, and Michael joining Russell.
This was at Pecanwood. I didn’t drive like a pro but I
thoroughly enjoyed the experience and the
competition it created between Russell and myself. I
drove gates for a couple years after that until Russell
took over as the head of setting up the gates, with the assistance of other club members.
So what exactly is Gates?
Committee members choose dates over weekends
during the year when to hold the gates. Depending
on where the gates is to be held, will depend on
whether the setup is done on the Saturday or the
Sunday. If we are going to a venue such as
Highstakes 4x4 or Non-Stop Adventures, then we
do the setup on the Saturday. If we are going to
Big Rock in the Inanda Valley, then we may go on
the Saturday with spray paint and mark where we
are setting up.
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The setup involves placing metal poles with colourful tape attached to the top of
each pole (enough to get a car between the two
poles), in strategic patterns, through which the
competitors drive. Depending on the length of
the drive will depend how many poles are used
for each gate. There is always and entry gate and
an exit gate, with other gates in between. The
gates are actually the poles.
The gates competition is not a race against other
drivers. It is a controlled event where you are
going to be driving your vehicle through each
section of poles one by one and scored at the end
of each. Unless there is a time trial for a tie in
scores, this is not about speed. It is more about driver skill and getting to know what your vehicle can do
and what you can do in your vehicle. In theory, it is a bit like driver training.
The day of the competition.
On the day of the competition, when drivers arrive,
their vehicle are scrutineered. The tyre size, diffs,
tyre size, and any other advantage that you have that
gives you an edge over your competitors is
accounted for and scored accordingly. If you have
an advantage of your competitors, your final score
here could mean that you start off with negative
points before you even start the actual gates. You
will need a first aid kit in your vehicle as well as a
fire extinguisher. Recovery points are a must as we
don’t want to damage your vehicle if you have to be
recovered due to getting stuck in mud.
You will also fill in a score sheet, (scrutineering is filled in on the other side of this sheet) and you will keep
this in your vehicle and as you leave the exit gate of each course, you will hand this to the marshal who is
scoring the event and he will fill in your points. He will hand this back to you and at the end of the
competition you will hand these in to the person calculating the final scores for the day, so that we can
ascertain what position each person achieved. You
will also fill in an indemnity form so that if you do
damage your vehicle, the club cannot be held
responsible for the repairs to your vehicle.
There is then a driver briefing, where the person
who set up the gates will go through the rules and
provide any further details for the day. We will
also tell you that we do not want you breaking
your vehicle. If you don’t like the look of a
certain course or feel that you may break
something if you drive the course, then please
feel free to not drive it. At the end of the day it is your decision to drive the course
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or to forfeit it. This is not all about winning but about learning to drive your
vehicle as well. You will be given assistance by the marshals where necessary.
The gates are normally scored out of 60 points but
it does depend on the length of the gate as well.
The driver will start with his front wheels in line
with the entry gates and will drive through the poles
until he drives out of the exit gate. We always tell
those competing to walk the gate before driving so
that they can see the terrain for rocks etc. If any part
of the vehicle touches a pole while driving that gate,
20 points is deducted from the 60 points. If the
driver has to reverse the vehicle due to the angle of a
turn, then 10 points is deducted from the 60 points.
There are some rules that we need drivers to adhere to.
We need your window as well as your co-driver’s window to be ¾ closed. Why? If you roll your vehicle,
your instinct is to put your arms out the window to stop yourself from falling over. You can break your arm
and your vehicle can end up on top of your arm. We will be relaxing this rule of only a driver and co-driver
to include other family members as well (in other words your children, etc) to make it more of a family
outing but please remember that if they are in the vehicle with you, and you have signed the indemnity form,
that you are responsible for them should something happen.
We also ask for seat-belts to be on for driver and co-driver. The only exception to this rule is if you are
driving through a river.
A rule that was applied when I started driving gates, was that there was to be no alcohol consumed while the
gates were being driven. This has been a contentious rule from the beginning as many of the members who
used to drive gates, stopped attending as they could no longer have a beer or two whilst competing. We all
need to remember that there are marshals, other competitors as well as spectators, often with children)
around the course. If a driver has been consuming alcohol and there is an accident, this would not be good
at all. We may relax this rule to an extent going forward, but if we feel that a driver has had enough, then
we may ask that driver to hand in his/her score sheet and forfeit the rest of the competition. This is still
going to be debated by the committee. If you would like to give some input, please feel free. The relaxation
of this rule could also be at the discretion of the head marshal on the day of the gates.
Times.
The first gates that we ever attended, we arrive at the Watercrest Mall at the Spar at about 6am in the
morning and travelled by convoy to Big Rock. At lunch time, we drove to a picnic site up river and then
after lunch we continued in the sand pit just next to big rock with some more gates. I think we eventually
left the area around 6pm that evening. It was an entire day event.
We have managed to reduce the time in which the competition is done to between 13:00 and 14:00.
Then we have lunch and can either drive around for a while at leisure or leave for home. This has suited
many people as they can then relax and have a couple drinks and not have to worry
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about driving more gates after drinking. This has also been a sore point amongst
some members.
Other kinds of gates competitions.
We threw in a couple of fun gates as well. These included the driver driving the course while the co-driver
had to catch fish that has been printed on paper, laminated with a sheet of metal stuck to the laminating
paper and the co-driver had a fishing rod with a magnet attached with fishing line. Each fish was worth 10
points. The more fish caught, the higher your final score.
A dart board was used where this board was placed on the ground and during the course the driver would
have to stop the vehicle with the rear bumper of the vehicle over this board. A screw was attached to a piece
of fishing line and this was held against the rear bumper over the board to see where it had landed on the
dart board.
We did a reverse course, where we had to reverse along a road and into a garage (poles placed to form a
garage). We could not use any of the vehicle’s mirrors.
The blind fold drive was great fun. The co-driver stood with a radio facing the front of the vehicle. The
driver had the other radio in the vehicle. The co-driver had to direct the driver from outside the car and
standing in one place to the exit. Left becomes right and right becomes left.
We also had an egg in spoon drive where the co-driver held an egg in a spoon and the driver had to drive the
course.
Haig, Theo and Russell have set up some really great time trials and timed events over the past 12 months
and I know most members who have attended these, have really enjoyed them. If you would like to assist
with setups and come and have some fun, please contact one of us. All input from our members is greatly
appreciated. Just because you have never driven or done a setup doesn’t mean you cannot add some new
ideas to the way the gates are run and how they are set up.
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Previous events
Christmas Tree held on 5th December 2021 at
Highstakes 4x4
Some of the committee members as well as Haig and Theo had organised to meet at Highstakes 4x4 at 7am
on the Sunday morning. We set up the gazebos when we
arrived and put up our club flags and then they left my
mom and myself at the hall to wait for Hans, the caterer to
arrive, while they went to set up the gates for the novice
drivers.
Once Hans arrived, I gathered some of the members who
had
arrived
and had
not gone
down to
watch the gates, and we assisted in getting Hans set up on
the side of the hall where he was going to prepare our
lunch.
The gates
were all
set up and although there were not too many drivers, they
all had fun and drove really well.
The gates
finished
just before
midday
and I
collected
the score sheets from the drivers and went and calculated
the scores. We then had to wait for Santa to arrive. Santa’s
sleigh
had
broken
down and he had and the two elves had met up with
Kenneth and guy on the opposite hill near the zip line.
The two elves, who had accompanied Santa, hitched a
ride with Kenneth but there wasn’t room for both the
elves and Santa and the two big bags of toys in
Kenneth’s little land rover, so Santa said he would go
down the zip line instead.
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Once Santa and the elves met at the bottom of the hill
where the children
were waiting, they
all made their way
to the hall, where
Santa handed out
toys and chocolates
to everyone. Then
some of the
children highjacked
Santa and pushed
him into the
swimming pool. Poor Santa was pushed in a second time. He was
soaked and his boots were full of
water. He left soon after this.
After all that excitement, it was
time for the prize giving for the
gates. There was a prize for the person who came last as well as prizes
for first, second and third place. We also had chocolates for those who
assisted with the setup. Thanks to Russell, Haig, Theo, Brendan and
Conrad for all your assistance not only with the setup but also with
marshalling the gates. Each of these members received a chocolate for
helping.
There was also a chocolate given to the owner of the most decorated
Land Rover on the day.
We were donated a
drinks tray by Heather and Louis that they had made and
that was a lucky draw. While our members were standing
waiting in line to get their lunch, I asked one of our
members to pull a number from a bowl. I had assigned a
number to each member (husband/wife) and this was won
by Inez Goswell.
Lunch was bread rolls, green salad, pasta salad, garlic mini
potatoes, gammon and beef. Really tasty and great as
usual.
Thanks to all those members who supported the committee during the year and joined us at the Christmas
Tree at the end of another very trying year. We hope that 2022 is a better year for all and that we can do
more events with more members attending the events.
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