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LROC KZN Committee
Chairman : Brian Moore
chairman@landroverclub.org.za
social@landroverclub.org.za
Cell : 082 842 0064
Vice Chairman : Kingsley Kemp
vicechairman@landroverclub.org.za
Cell : 082 670 9063
Treasurer & Membership : Brendan Mitchell
treasurer@landroverclub.org.za
membership@landroverclub.org.za
Cell : 083 282 4318
Secretary : Bridget Slogrove
secretary@landroverclub.org.za
Webmaster : Trevor Slogrove & Douglas Hendikz
web@landroverclub.org.za
Trevor Slogrove (Cell : 071 873 4290)
Douglas Hendrikz (Cell : 083 789 3684)
Gates & Trails :
gates@landroverclub.org.za
Russell Slogrove (Cell : 083 630 4318)
Kyle Miller (Cell : 083 611 7441)
Etienne van Zyl (Cell : 081 756 0581)
Heinz Stegen (Cell : 082 895 4208)
Douglas Hendrikz (Cell : 083 789 3684)
Newsletter Editor : Bridget Slogrove
newsletter@landroverclub.org.za
Bridget.Slogrove@gmail.com
Cell : 083 270 0238

Disclaimer : The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Club’s committee or members and may be
incorrect.
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Editor’s Letter
March 2020 started with Trevor finishing off as much as he could for the club’s new website and teaching me how
to add photos and add the monthly newsletter. It also saw us dropping him off at the airport on Friday 6th March
and him flying from Durban to Dubai and from Dubai to Sao Paulo in Brazil and boarding MSC Poesia on the 8th
of March, the same day as our Wekeweke Falls Drive and club AGM. It also saw us do a very quick drive into the
valley led by Haig and Theo. Thankfully we did that drive as the following week, our president announced a nationwide lockdown from midnight on the Thursday.
The annual Cars in the Park event has even been cancelled for the 31st of May.
This has unfortunately put a damper on things as we now cannot go out anywhere except to the shops for essentials
such as food. All bottle stores and restaurants are closed and even the hardware stores are closed. It has seen some of
our members doing much needed repairs and maintenance to their vehicles. Russell for instance, finally received a
tool that he had ordered from overseas, that pulls dents out of metal. I’m still waiting to see the result as the method
that they said could be used for getting the tool to stick to the metal, will not stick to the paint.
Some of our members have been keeping us really amused with their daily posts on Facebook. Our club president for
one.
We start off fairly normal -

28th March 2020 - Sundowners after hectic day in the
garden followed by a team Yoga session by da girls.
Day 2 down.

29 March 2020 - Can't sleep!. Capturing some images of the waking hours of day 3 ..... Winter's come, the
sun is riz, Oi wonder where da boidies is?
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31 March 2020 - Good moooooooorning
everybuddy out there. We live to see another day.
Lets keep smiling. Keep indoors and keep it real.
Your lives are all important to me.
These were all still early days in the lockdown. For
those members who don’t have Facebook and have
not seen Brian’s daily greetings, then you will have
to wait for the April 2020 newsletter to see how
boredom and being on lockdown has a way of
making us go a little weird. It may be boredom and
then again …….?
I am probably one of the lucky ones that can keep busy during the week as I am working at home for work
with the customers emailing me their bank statements and schedule of supplier invoices, sales invoices,
debtors, creditors etc. My weekdays are as busy as if I were at work, sometimes even busier as I can work
until whatever time I want to. Friday last week I only shut down my work laptop after 5pm. I do have
permits to go out and feed my feral cats and even went on a rescue mission the first Tuesday to collect a
little bottle-feeding kitten in Burlington township around the corner from us.
Hopefully you are all keeping safe, keeping yourselves busy and staying at home as much as possible. We
will keep you all posted with events that will take place once the lockdown is over but I don’t see us being
able to congregate in numbers for quite a while. It’s just my thought, but I think our first outing must be a
valley drive again. I think by then most of our members will need to get out and just go for a drive.
The April 2020 newsletter is going to be a bit empty due to no events happening in April. We have already
missed our first gates event and we are not sure how May, June, July and August will turn out. There is talk
of us only getting back to any sort of normal life in September. Let’s hope it is sooner than later.
Until we all meet again.
Your editor
Bridget Slogrove
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Calendar of forthcoming events
LROC KZN Provisional Events Diary 2020
When

What & Where

Contact
Information person

Grade

This will be
rescheduled and
Gates 2 will
become Gates 1.

Gates 1 of 2020 at NonStop Adventures postponed until further
notice

Email sent
out

3&5

1 - 5 May 2020

Tembe Elephant Park cancelled

Email sent
out

23/24 May 2020

Gates 2 of 2020 at
Highstakes

Details to
follow

31 May 2020

Cars in the Park

Details to
follow

5 July 2020

Hillcrest Car Show

Details to
follow

25/26 July 2020

Gates 3 of 2020 at
Killarney 4x4

Details to
follow

Kyle Miller
083 611 7441
Bridget
Slogrove 083
270 0238
Etienne van
Zyl 081 756
0581
George
Goswell 083
658 1324

Heinz Stegen
082 895 4208
Douglas
Hendrikz
083 789 3684

3&5

3&5

3&5

August 2020

Notties Hotel & Land
Rover weekend with
possible 4th gates
4 Passes to Eastern
Cape - at least 10
vehicles

29/30 August
2020

Gates 4 of 2020

Details to
follow

Adrian Moore
082 049 5175
Russell
Slogrove 083
630 4318

3/4 October
2020

Gates 5 of 2020 at Big
Rock

Details to
follow

Russell, Heinz,
Douglas, Kyle
& Etienne

17/18 October
2020

Day of the Clubs

Details to
follow

29 November
2020

Christmas Tree at
Killarney 4x4

Details to
follow

21/22 August
2020

3&5

Details to
follow
Email sent
out

Trail Grading : All our events/trails are graded according to the 5 grades below.
1. Complete novice soft dirt trail, no low range required. Suitable for all Land Rovers including the Freelander.
2. Limited low range required but suitable for the novice driver. Suitable for all Land Rovers including the Freelander.
3. Low range and limited off road knowledge required. Suitable for all Land Rovers with certain trails not suitable for the Freelander.
4. A low range technical trail suitable for the experienced. The inexperienced will be able to do the trail, as long as assistance will be
available from the more experienced members. Suitable for all Land Rovers except the Freelander.
5. Extremely technical. Suitable for the experienced and/or modified vehicle only with the possibility of vehicle damage.
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Past Events
Wekeweke Falls trail ending at LROC AGM held
on 8 March 2020
This would be a short 2 hours trail was to go down to the base of the Wekeweke Falls (aka Kirks Falls, aka
Ngede Falls) travelling through the old disused railway tunnels near Delville Wood station. We would also view
the gorge from the top from one or more viewpoints. Thereafter we would travel to Ollivanders Estate for the
AGM. We were to meet in the clear area on the right hand side
of Kassier Road going towards Shongweni at 7:30 to leave
sharly at 8:00.
Brendan had done some research into the area and we started
off with a bit of a history lesson before setting off.

The foundation stone for the Shongweni Dam, (Vernon
Hooper) to the west of Durban was laid in 1923 by Walter
Gilbert. The dam built to supply Durban with water was
completed and opened on 15 December 1927. The area of the
dam and surrounds forms part of the Umsinsi Reserves and
there are camp sites, lodges, fishing, canoeing and the Spirit of
Adventure organization. The reserve also has many antelopes
and also buffalo and a wide variety of birds.

By the end of the First World War, Durban
had outgrown its water supply, and a new
dam was planned. The site chosen for the
new dam was at the confluence of the
Umlaas and Sterkspruit Rivers and the
smaller Ngede Stream (this latter provides
that very beautiful waterfall between
Shongweni and Delville Wood tunnels). At
the time when earthworks were started, the
deviation (still referred to today as the
'new' main line) between Rossburgh and
Cato Ridge via Mariannhill and Shongweni had not yet been opened, and a farmer
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named Fregona was contracted to cart materials f or the dam from Hillcrest by oxwagon. Once the main line was in
operation, goods could be brought by rail
to Delville Wood station, and the narrow
gauge branch line took them down to the
dam site. The surrounding countryside can
only be described as rough, and access to
the site was one of the more difficult
problems which faced the construction
crew ... A 7 km track of 2 ft. gauge was cut
between Delville Wood station and the dam
site, following contours cut into the
mountainside. Although it hasn't been
possible to obtain gradient figures, it seems likely that 1 in 30 was the norm in places ... A 2 ft. gauge siding
was built at Delville Wood station, with the track entering the station from the south-east side. A shed was
constructed for storing materials brought to
Delville Wood by the SAR, whilst a similar
shed constructed at the dam site accepted the
materials brought down by the narrow gauge.
Beyond this shed a corrugated iron shed was
built to house the loco and for effecting repairs
where necessary.
We made our way to the turnover into the
sugar cane fields and down towards the station
and the then through the tunnels and on to the
waterfall. Due to the number of vehicles,
Brendan, who was leading the way, asked us
all to park in the area alongside the railway line and Douglas went straight down past there and made his
way to the parking area in front of the waterfall. Once everyone had taken photos, we left there and
followed Brendan to the top of the waterfall. The drop is sheer and you can see the railway lines and tunnels
below as well as the Shongweni Farmer’s Market across the gorge.
It is amazing how quickly two hours can go. We got back into our land rover’s and made our way back to
the main road for a short drive to the entrance to Ollivanders Estate. The conference centre was right at the
far end of the venue overlooking the gorge. They had set up tables and chairs for us in the hall and once
the committee members had set up and ensured all the equipment was working, we promptly started the
AGM at 11am.
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Brian thanked everyone for being there and all members signed the register. There
were some apologies from members who could make it. All committee members as well as other
members who have assisted with Dusi, Cars in the Part, gates etc were thanked including Shannon
Moore for the clubs 30th Birthday and to Stacy for the brownies, and Trevor Slogrove and Lance
Erasmus for DJ’ing at the Christmas Party as well as setting up a brand new web site for our club.
Please log and sign up, create your profile and you can see other members and pay your future subs. George
asked for us to vote on increasing the subs at the AGM to R200.00 per year and R110.00 joining fee. This
was done and accepted. If you join after half year then it is R100.00 subs. This was an issue raised on the
floor, discussed and voted for under matters arising. Douglas proposed the increase to the R200.00. Thirty
four people voted yes, there were no “No” votes and the remaining people abstained.
The minutes for the previous year which were emailed to all members were proposed by Mark Kirkbride
and seconded by Russell Slogrove.
Brian then began his speech, which I must say was brilliantly written and straight to the point (as a fellow
committee member, I am proud to be working with Brian in running the club for our members). Once he
had finished addressing the members, he handed over to Brendan who presented the Annual Financial
Statements. Club stickers, banners and caps were made and given to members at Cars in the Park which
increased the club expenditure.
Under matters arising, George Goswell asked for us to vote on increasing the subs at the AGM to R200.00
per year and R110.00 joining fee. This was done and accepted. If you join after half year then it is R100.00
subs. This was an issue raised on the floor, discussed and voted. Douglas Hendrikz proposed the increase to
the R200.00. Thirty four people voted yes, there were no “No” votes and the remaining people abstained.
We had a couple of committee members step down due to personal issues such as moving and raising new
families.
The financial statements were proposed by Louis Powell and seconded by Douglas Hendrikz.
There were nominations for Brian Moore, Kyle Miller and Brendan Mitchell. These were seconded by :
Kyle Miller – Eric Warburg and Johan van Zyl
Brendan Mitchell – Peter Bunge
Brian Moore – Douglas Hendrikz

9

We then started with the award presentation. Well done to the following members :
Long Service Awards –
10 years – Shane Crompton, Elaine Richardson, Paul Wilson, Brendan Mitchell, John Black Contet
15 years – Roy Laming, John Eakins, Kenneth Jones, Richard Cullen
20 years – Cheral McDougal, Suveer Hanuman, Mervin Gans,
25 years - Darryl Todd
Paul Stanley did his 10th Dusi. A big congratulations to him on this awesome achievement.
Newsletter Award – no guesses there.
Technical Award – Gordon Guthrie
Gates Spirit Award – Clifford Ireland
Gates Standard 3rd place – Etienne van Zyl
Gates Standard 2nd place – Clifford Ireland
Gates Standard 1st place – Heather Powell
Gates Modified 3rd place – Theo Williams
Gates Modified 2nd place – Justin von Niebel
Gates Modified 1st place – Haig Roth
Chairman’s Award – George Goswell
Past Chairman’s Award – Kenneth Jones
Most Enthusiastic Award – Haig Roth
Appreciation Award – Trevor Slogrove
Runner up for Most Enthusiastic – Dave King
Wally Certificates –
Etienne Van Zyl – for getting stuck in the mud at Day of the Clubs at Killarney and then having to lie in the
mud to dig his way out on more than one occasion.
Russell Slogrove – “Can’t get it up” – forgetting to change his ride height on the Range Rover and getting
stuck in the mud at the Christmas Party at Killarney after dark with a huge thanks to Charles Glass and then
sinking into the reeds and river water to retrieve a ball for Johan on the Dusi Drive and ending up with awful
smelly jeans for the rest of the day.
Trevor Slogrove & Lance Erasmus – “Late for a Date” - arriving at the 5th Gates at Big Rock over an hour
late, lining up to do the first gate and a cloud of hot steam emitting from the side of the bonnet and having to
wait for Buffel to cool down and then missing the 1st and 2nd gates anyway.
Michael Penny – “Look ma, no brakes” – attempting to drive modified gates and ramming into bushes
multiple times which probably caused the brake line to tear and rolling back of the edge of the terrace at
The Farm Track 4x4 with his back wheels on the terrace below, nearly flipping the vehicle.
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Bridget Slogrove – “Married or Happy” – for giving an alcohol infused Russell the
keys for the Range Rover in the first place, after I had driven to the sand pit at the Christmas Party and
got it splattered with mud and for marrying Russell.
Miles Welton – came close to rolling his vehicle at The Farm Track 4x4.
Main Wally Award –
Johan van Zyl – “He ain’t my son” – for leaving Etienne at the top of Sani Pass when he went to take photos
and then having a tent that couldn’t withstand the storm afterwards. Our club motto is that we never leave
anyone behind.
Russell and I were awarded with an award which was wrapped and we both had to open it and show
everyone else. Somehow and somewhere, the little centre cap was found in the mud and it was mounted on
a board and named “Big Blue and the Poo”.
Apparently Russell looked really good after he
had fallen in the mud.
Samantha and Mark Kirkbride very kindly
made us a whole box of biscuits which were
handed out after the AGM was over. On behalf
of the committee, we thank you for your input
at the AGM. These were very unexpected and
really tasty. We also handed out vehicle
stickers to everyone that wanted.
The meeting was closed and everyone gathered
in groups in the shade of trees for a lunch time braai and then it was time to head home. Photos of the prize
winners will be added to the next newsletter.
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Valley Drive held on 23 March 2020
Phots by Brian Moore, Douglas Hendrikz and myself
It was decided before there was any threat of a lockdown in South Africa that we would go on a drive
(what could possibly the last drive for a while to come) into the valley. We asked Theo and Haig if they
could lead the convoy and they willingly
agreed. I think they enjoy the outings as much
as all the members that join in. It was decided
to meet at Watercrest Mall in the normal place
in front of the Spar to leave there promptly at
8am. We arrived to find a good number of
vehicles already parked and waiting for the
drive to begin. I went into Spar and on my way
in, the security guard sprayed my hands with
hand sanitizer. I got a few things that we
needed and made my way back to our group
which had now gained more members.
We set off after a quick driver briefing and headed out into the valley with 11 vehicles. We made our way
to the top of the hill where the cell tower is
and got out to take photos and stretch our legs.
We then started making our way towards
Mfula Store so that the ladies could use the
ablutions there. We arrived just before the
bridge only to find an earth moving machine
had been digging and the road between where
we were and bridge was gone. There was no
way of getting across as the gap was too wide
and too deep.
The whole path of the river is being changed
because the sand miners are coming in and
destroying the natural path of the river.
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When we had arrived at this area
Aubrey Thomas ended up going up the one
rockface after the rest of us and damaged his
diff. This then took some time to sort out as
they guys had to remove the drive shaft so
that he could still drive the vehicle. From this
point it was a 4x2. We arrived at Mfula Store,
had our restroom break as well as stocking up
on some refreshments and then headed
Jacques Malan’s plot.
We bypassed the plot and drove to Hippo
Rock, one of the areas where the life guards
are active on day two during the Dusi Canoe
Marathon race each year. This is a fairly large
rock with big smooth round holes all over the
top of it. You have to really be careful where
you are driving on top and we ended up stuck
between a rock behind us and a step in front
due to the line that Russell had taken. I
climbed out and let some of the other guys

assist him in getting unstuck.
“The main flow of water through Hippo is down a rocky
channel that starts left of centre and turns right. At most
levels this is not an option as it rocky, messy and fraught
with danger. Only in a very low river is it an option to try
and pick your way very slowly and cautiously down the
centre channel.” – This is the information about Hippo Rock
on the dusi.co.za website.
We then headed back to Jacques Malan’s plot where we
split into two groups, one in the shade of the trees with one
little braai that Russell and I had packed that we managed to do everyone’s meat on including Haig and
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Theo who joined us after going for a swim, and the other group on the rock by the
river between two vehicles with an
awning up.
We duly started packing up (I got the
feeling from most of the people there that
they really were not ready to face the next
week) and headed towards Big Rock and
home.
It was a really awesome drive. Thanks to
Haig and Theo for leading the troops. It
was that evening that we learned that we
would be going into lockdown for 21 days
from midnight on Thursday 26 March 2020.
The next couple of weeks and possibly
months, are going to be extremely difficult
for many people but we will get through this.
What we as Land Rover owners can look
forward to is that first drive out in the valley
again with a bunch of awesome people.
See you all as soon as we are allowed out.
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Something Technical
Steering Relay by Louis Powell
(much appreciated Louis)
I first encountered the dreaded steering relay in the 1980’s whilst rebuilding my first Land-Rover. I
purchased a new relay unit and attempted to remove the original housing from the chassis. I eventually
gave up but not before I had inflicted considerable damage to the chassis with a 50 ton hydraulic cylinder, a
purpose made cradle and lots of heat. After repairing the chassis I was left with no alternative other than to
find a simple way of rebuilding the relay unit in place.
I sought advice from the Land-Rover agents and two other “specialists” in my home town. All that I received
was dire warnings about the rather energetic spring that lurked within like some mythical beast waiting to
pounce. My DIY type workshop manual showed a two handled tool with keyhole slots and a spacer block
which was used to dismantle and assemble the internals of the relay. Way too complicated and dangerous
looking!
After releasing the demon into a strong sack I worked out a plan of action. I now know that I never reinvented the wheel with this plan because I have seen a similar method shown in the factory manuals.
Through time the design of the relay unit was changed.
1) The shaft with the lubrication passage drilled through the centre and across was replaced by a solid
shaft. I strongly recommend replacing the “tee hole” shaft with a solid shaft. I have personally experienced
the consequences of the shaft breaking and two of my close friends have had the same terrifying thing
happen. In one instance the vehicle left the road and came to a stop on its roof in a river!
2) The end covers were altered to not only house the bronze bush, but also provide a flange to ensure that
the oil seals will not be ejected if oil or grease is pumped into the housing. Most damage to the relay is the
result of moisture entering and the resultant rust which not only damages the shaft and spring but also
causes the bushes to seize in the bore. Once the Tufnol split bushes are unable to slide within the bore,
their damping effect is lost and furthermore because there is approximately .010” clearance between the
shaft and the bronze bushes, the shaft becomes a “rattle” fit. The replacement relay housing has no
provision for a grease nipple but this can be added.

Photos showing new type end cover on the left...
15

If at all possible I prefer to source NOS to rebuild the
relay because although I have had no problem with the
shaft in the replacement units, I find that the damping
effect of the replacement split bushes is inferior to the
original parts.
As with any job you have to start somewhere.
1) Remove the battery and any other necessary parts to
gain clear access to the top of the steering relay.
2) After removing the upper and lower relay levers and
the flange plate on the underside of the relay, clean up
both ends of the relay.
3) Remove the four bolts which secure each end cover of the relay unit. (item 9, “Retainer for oil seal”)
4) Remove both end covers. Don’t panic, nothing will leap forth at you just yet!

Nothing jumps out!
At this point two options are available:
a) The assembly can be driven out into a sack which will
catch all the components as they are propelled out of the
housing by the spring, once the first set of split bushes
exits the bore.
b) The second, more controlled method is set out step by
step below.
You will need two good quality “band type” hose clamps
which can close down to a diameter of 1⅝” (42mm)
5) Using a hammer and bronze drift knock the shaft down until a MAXIMUM of 9/16” (14mm) of the split
bushes is exposed. Slide one of the hose clamps over the bushes and tighten securely. Using a suitable
tube, gently knock the exposed end of the bushes and re-tighten the hose clamps. This will create
clearance between the bushes and the bore the bore.
Split bushes exposed to fit hose clamp...
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First hose clamp secured...

6) The next step is to knock the shaft assembly out through the housing until a MAXIMUM of 9/16”
(14mm) of the second set of bushes is exposed. Hitting the end of the shaft will force the split bushes
outwards making it difficult to move the assembly in the housing. Use a suitable length of tubing to knock
on the split bushes themselves.(See note in red below). Fit the second hose clamp and tightened securely.
Safely contained...

Second bushes exposed...
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Second hose clamp fitted...

NOTE: there is an undercut within the bore of the relay housing
so some resistance will be felt when the second set of bushes reenter the bore from the “wrong” side. Care must be taken not to use
excessive force which may drive the assembly completely out of the
housing releasing the spring with uncontrolled force. To avoid this
happening , I suggest placing the required size wooden packing
directly under the relay shaft which will limit the downward
movement and using a suitable piece of tubing with an inside
diameter large enough to fit over the largest part of the tapered
section of the shaft and outside diameter that will enter the bore of
the housing. The end of the tube will be in contact with the split
bushes and when you tap on the other end of the tube, the bushes
will re-enter the bore from the undercut without being forced apart
which happens when you tap on the end of the shaft.

7) Now the assembly can be safely removed from the housing.
The assembly...

Refit the assembly to the housing as follows:
1) Refit the lower end cover with a gasket and tighten
the bolts
2) Knock the shaft in until the first set of bushes are
completely inside the bore.
3) Remove the first hose clamp and knock the shaft in
until it is hard up against the bronze bush.
4) Refit the top cover with a gasket.

I have included some photos of the set-up which I use to safely reassemble the spring and bushes onto the
shaft...
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Secure bushes with clamp...

Assemble components in press...

Apply pressure...
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Guide taper through plates...

Spring fully compressed ready to fit second bushes...

Second bushes secured...
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Spring compressed and
second bushes fitted...
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