Landroving in KZN
Land Rover Owners Club KZN

Monthly Newsletter
May & June 2021

1

Contents

Page

Committee Members

3

The Editors Letter

4-5

Calendar of Forthcoming Events

6

New Members

7

WhatsApp

8

For Sale

9

Past Events

10 – 15

Treasure Hunt Part 3

16 - 18

Funnies

19

2

LROC KZN Committee
Chairman : Brian Moore
chairman@landroverclub.org.za
social@landroverclub.org.za
Cell : 082 842 0064
Vice Chairman : Kingsley Kemp
vicechairman@landroverclub.org.za
Cell : 082 670 9063
Treasurer & Membership : Brendan Mitchell
treasurer@landroverclub.org.za
membership@landroverclub.org.za
Cell : 083 282 4318
Secretary : Bridget Slogrove
secretary@landroverclub.org.za
Webmaster : Trevor Slogrove & Douglas Hendrikz
web@landroverclub.org.za
Trevor Slogrove (Cell : 071 873 4290)
Douglas Hendrikz (Cell : 083 789 3684)
Gates & Trails :
gates@landroverclub.org.za
Kyle Miller (Cell : 083 611 7441)
Etienne van Zyl (Cell : 081 756 0581)
Heinz Stegen (Cell : 082 895 4208)
Douglas Hendrikz (Cell : 083 789 3684)
Newsletter Editor : Bridget Slogrove
newsletter@landroverclub.org.za
Bridget.Slogrove@gmail.com
Cell : 083 270 0238

Disclaimer : The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Club’s committee or members and may be
incorrect.
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Editor’s Letter
Greetings all members new and old.
Little did we know a month back that we would be back at Level 4 Lockdown again with no gatherings (unless you
are very special) and no alcohol (also unless you are very special). It is most frustrating and I know we are all getting
really bored with all this especially having to wear masks and not being able to go out in a group and do what we love
doing. At this stage, we cannot tell you when we will be holding the next event and due to the rapid spread of this
Covid-19 variant, it is really not worth putting other club members at risk just because we are bored.
Your committee members as well as one of the other club members, set up treasure hunts for you to go and do. If you
haven’t done those as yet, please take this opportunity to go and explore some of these places. The first hunt by Brian
is steeped in history and you get to go to a nature reserve as well. The second hunt done by Michael Penny and myself
was at Kenneth Stainbank Nature Reserve. Many people don’t even realise that we have a castle in Durban. I know it
isn’t a real castle but with the turret and the stables and the old buildings as well as all the game and zebra, it is worth
going there to relax. I know the third one put many people off. For those of you who are really fit, go down the steps
and walk along the beach towards the harbour mouth and visit the old whaling station. I am sure that if the military
guys are busy there, that you will hear the gunshots from a long way off. It is worth going to visit the area as some of
the buildings are really fascinating. Trevor and his friends found a huge diagram of the plant on a wall of what we can
only surmise was the office block. The fourth hunt was done by Keith and Shirley, and they really enjoyed the
experience.
We will discuss who will do the fifth treasure hunt in the next couple of days and we email the details so that you can
get busy with that one. I am sure many of you haven’t been to any of the four places above. I know I haven’t (it was
the second time I had been to Kenneth Stainbank – the first being to watch the end of a trail run that our daughter and
son-in-law entered into).
Russell is very busy working on Big Blue. After the Bushbaby Lodge weekend, he came home to strip the front
passenger wheel and hub assembly to replace the wheel bearing (this after replacing the inner an out CV joint boots)
and found other problems as well. He has just received the complete hub that he ordered from overseas and should
start reassembling Big Blue this weekend. Then we can take her for a test drive. Thankfully I wasn’t driving her at
the time when the problem began and I wasn’t the one that caused the problem.
Trevor has now resigned from Matrix Bluff as MSC wants him on one of their biggest ships in America at the end of
this month. That has now moved to the beginning of August as the health, safety, fire and crowd control course that
he has to do, has been postponed due to the number of Covid-19 cases. People need to start behaving themselves so
that the number of new infections can decrease quickly and we can get back to Level 1 and have gatherings (and
alcohol for those who enjoy their drinks) again.
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Our grandson is growing and becoming quite the
little charmer. I cannot believe he is four months old already.
He has rolled over from his back to his tummy once and has
found his hands (which are constantly in his mouth). He is
communicating with his toys as well as us and is quite happy to
sit in his bouncy chair on the kitchen counter while Jacqui gets
things done in the kitchen and babble away. Jacqui has now
hired a lovely lady to look after him and do housework when he
is asleep for when she is back to teaching later this month when
her school opens (for those who don’t know, Jacqui has her own
home school called Better Beginnings Learning Centre).
I have been extremely busy with cat trapping. Twelve cats don in
June and already I have sixteen cats that I have bookings for this
month. I also need to finish some sewing as well as my diamond
dot painting.
Until we are able to gather again, please stay safe and at home
with your family.
Your newsletter editor
Bridget Slogrove
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Calendar of Forthcoming Events
LROC KZN Provisional Events Diary 2021
When

What & Where

Contact
Information person

9th Apr - 8th
May 2021

Treasure Hunt Part 3

Email sent
out

Trevor
081 276 6008

11th May to 10th
August 2021
Treasure Hunt Part 4

Email sent
out

Keith Oliver
084 402 0202

18th July 2021

Ngoye Forest, Mtunzini
- Cancelled due to
Covid-19 regulations

Details to
follow

1st August 2021

Surprise Drive - subject
to Covid-19 regulations

Details to
follow

29th August
2021

4th Gates of 2021 at
Highstakes - Time Trial

Details to
follow

Grade

3&5

Trail Grading : All our events/trails are graded according to the 5 grades below.
1. Complete novice soft dirt trail, no low range required. Suitable for all Land Rovers including the Freelander.
2. Limited low range required but suitable for the novice driver. Suitable for all Land Rovers including the Freelander.
3. Low range and limited off road knowledge required. Suitable for all Land Rovers with certain trails not suitable for the
Freelander.
4. A low range technical trail suitable for the experienced. The inexperienced will be able to do the trail, as long as
assistance will be available from the more experienced members. Suitable for all Land Rovers except the Freelander.
5. Extremely technical. Suitable for the experienced and/or modified vehicle only with the possibility of vehicle damage.

New Members
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Remember, it’s your club and you will get out of it what you want to. You have purchased
THE BEST 4 x 4 x FAR and now it’s time to use it. See you at the next club event.
COMPLIANCE WITH POPIA - CONSENT TO FORM PART OF THIS GROUP
As we all know the compliance due date for the Protection of Personal Information Act, 4 of 2013 (“POPIA”),
being 30 June 2021, is steadfastly approaching. This deadline brings a few changes.
One of these changes is that the administrators will be required to obtain your consent for being part of this WhatsApp
group. As such, you are herewith notified that you are entitled to refuse such consent and you may exercise such a
right by leaving this group.
Should you elect to remain in this group, it will be accepted that you have consented to being a part of this group and
to your personal information (being your cell phone number and name) being noticeable to any person in this group.
In this regard, we implore on all members of this group not to make use of such personal information for whatsoever
reason, without obtaining the consent of the relevant person.
The following appears on the clubs Facebook page –
The administrators of this group need to share a POPIA disclaimer, as all Groups need to adhere to the new
regulations surrounding this Act from 1 July 2021.
Therefore, the Admin Team is required to ask each member of this Group 2 questions:
1. Do you want to remain and be part of this Group?
2. Do you undertake not to use visible personal information of members elsewhere?
Should you answer YES, please remain on the Group.
Should you remain in this group, it will be automatically accepted that you have consented to being a part of this
group and you undertake to comply with the Act.
Should you answer NO, please leave the group or ask any of the Admin Team Members for assistance to do so.
In this regard, we request that all members of this group, in good faith, to not share personal information pertaining to
other members for whatsoever reason, without obtaining the consent of the relevant person.
If for whatever reason, you do not want your details to be on the groups, please remove yourself and email one of the
committee members to remove you from the emailing list. In so doing you, will no longer receive emails and
WhatsApp from the members and committee.

WhatsApp Groups
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Please note that we have three WhatsApp groups for the club as follows –
KZN LROC Idle Chat – this is for members to share photos of land rovers, jokes about land rovers, find out about
spares for land rovers, ask for help fixing land rovers, and anything else to do with land rovers.
KZN LROC Emergency – this if for members to let other members know if they are broken down and stuck
somewhere or lost. It is only for emergencies.
KZN LROC In Touch – this group is only for the admins to send out messages to club members about events that will
be happening (gates, drives etc). You will not be able to reply to any of us on this group.
If you are not on any of the groups and wish us to add you, please send me or one of the other admins (click the three
little dots on the top right of your screen, click group info, scroll down and all the members who are group admins will
have group admin written in green in a little block on the right of the screen next to their name). Do not send on the
groups.
Please refrain from posting anything political, religious or any
other material on these groups. If you do so, please “delete for
everyone” and then nobody on the group will see that post. This
must also be done as quickly as possible. If you continue to post
other material to these groups, you will be removed from the
group. We do not like doing this but we need to keep the groups
to land rover related items ONLY.

For Sale
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Defender Td5 engine and gearbox. Still in the vehicle for any potential
buyer to test.
Owner looking to fit a replacement engine and gearbox.
Pietermaritzburg area.
R30 000 o.n.c.o.
Contact Hugh Harvey 082 953 3092

Previous events
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2nd Gates of 2021 held at Highstakes on
the 30th May 2021
Saturday morning bright and early, Trevor’s friend
Christo and myself, loaded the fridge (with cold drinks)
as well as a hammer, the poles and all the other bits and
bobs for setting up the gates and headed up the N3 to
Highstakes. We stopped at the BP Oasis and got
ourselves something for breakfast and lunch and once a
couple of the guys had arrived we headed to Highstakes.
When we arrived, we headed down the hill to the valley
to start the setup. Normally, the path to the right and
down
the hill
is an easy drive. Unfortunately, it was not to be and right
at the top and near the bottom were some pretty rutted
areas. Christo and myself were in Big Blue as Russell was
finishing off reassembling Green Dragon. After replacing
the rear diff, he realized that the front diff was also making
a noise. That was actually the grinding noise that I had
heard on my way to Non-Stop Adventures for the 1st Gates
of 2021.
When he
had
started disassembling Green Dragon he noticed that the
seals on the drive shaft where worn and that water had got
into the shaft and had caused the front diff to start rusting.
He was able to get two new diffs (front and rear) from his
connection in Richards Bay.
Haig, Theo, Kyle and Heinz had arrived to assist. We
started the setup and between the guys set up some really
technical and tricky gates. There were mud obstacles as
well as some really nasty (from where I was standing),
hills to climb both up and down. When we finished the
setup, we sat around and chatted and then headed for
home.
Russell had finished tightening all the bolts and nuts on
Green Dragon and was quite happy with her by the time
we arrived back at the house. We packed her with the
rest of the stuff we would need for Sunday (all except
ourselves and the food).
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On the Sunday morning, the three of us (Trevor was
working), headed up to Highstakes and after grabbing coffee and
breakfast and topping up the fuel, we arrived at Highstakes. We
were the first to arrive and shortly thereafter other members started
to arrive. Once registration and scrutineering was over and the
driver briefing done, we got the gates underway.
Russell had not driven gates for numerous years due to having taken
over the setup from Zack and Leon and now he was starting to drive
again. Up until we got to the 5th gate, he and Heather were tied for
first place. That was when things went wrong and Russell finished
4th overall. Well done to you as well as Heather, who came 1st. I
have your trophy with me. Unfortunately, I get a wally award for
not having the gates trophy with me on the day at the gates. I had
remembered
everything else
except that.
All the drivers did extremely well, including Jacqueline,
Kenneth’s mom, who hadn’t driven the land rover he had
there that day. There were a couple of gates that Jackie
backed out on but overall, she did extremely well and we
were impressed by her driving skills. Apart from one or
two recoveries, all went great and we even had the first
time-trial set by Theo.
Theo and Haig are now planning the setups of the gates and this is the 2nd one so far that I have watched
them set up (the first was just Theo as Haig had not been able to attend). The scrutineering is now also more
advanced with them looking for fire extinguishers, first aid kits, etc. If you were one of those who
competed at Highstakes and did not have one of the required items, please can you ensure that you have this
item for the next gates event. It is in your best interest to get yourselves kitted with at these items.
Once everyone had finished, we lit the braais and once the scores were calculated we held the prize giving
and after having a bite to eat, said our goodbyes and headed for home. After two days in the sun, I was
pretty exhausted.
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Chairman’s Hluhluwe/Umfolozi
Weekend 11-13 June 2021
Friday the 11 June had finally arrived after what seemed like a week that had actually lasted a month
(probably due to the fact that we were looking forward to the weekend away). Brian had messaged us that
he and Sybil would not be able to make the getaway as his eldest daughter had contract Covid-19 and that
they were all in isolation. He gave those of us that were keen on going the opportunity to postpone the
weekend and Pim was kind enough to let those who have paid already use that payment for a future
weekend when we plan one and we are allowed to go as a group again.
I started to download all the maps that I could think of as Russell and I
would now be going to Hluhluwe/Umfolozi Game Reserve and leading
the troops. The two of us had originally planned to stay at Bushbaby
Lodge and do the nature trail there instead of going to the game reserve
as we had been through there at the end of April on the way back from
Tembe Elephant Park. That was when
we got stuck with Big Blue and the fuel
issue.
Russell had sorted that out when he had
replaced the fuel filter. He had cut it
open and inside was pitch black. No
more problems. Except then he had to
replace the inner and outer CV joint boots
on the passenger side as he had found
grease on the axle.
So, on Thursday 10 June in the evening, we had started to pack the car already.
I used Big Blue on the Friday morning and left work at 12 lunch time and
when I arrived home we loaded the fridge, camping chairs and the rest of our
gear into Big Blue and set off heading first to Queen Nandi Drive filling
station for fuel and lunch and then hit the
road.
About 200km up the road, we suddenly heard a grinding noise. Not to
be put off we continued on to Bushbaby Lodge where Russell was
going to take a look and see what the problem was. We arrived at
Bush Baby Lodge around 4pm and after checking in and getting the
keys to our cabin (yes, we had decided not to camp), we unpacked and
got ourselves settled, grabbed a drink each and headed off to find our
members. Others had also opted for cabins but they were the ones
with the bathrooms (ours didn’t have a bathroom so we were using the
communal ablutions), and some of the members had chosen to sleep in
tents.
We duly moved to the fire pit as the sun started to set and after
having a braai, all went off to bed as we would be leaving by 6:30 on
Saturday morning to go via the Hluhluwe Dam to the Game Reserve.
It took a while to decide on the time as everyone had a different opinion.
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On Saturday morning we rose early, showered and got our food ready for the day.
We headed out once we were all together and with the
map that Pim had given us, headed to the Dam. Just
after you go over the Bushland bridge, the road splits.
This split was not marked clearly on the map so we
took the road on the left. This headed us through
sugar cane fields and eventually to almost a dead end.
We doubled back and got to a gate that we had driven
past earlier and found it was not locked so we went
through their (clearly someone’s farm) and continued
on our journey, now with Keith leading the way. We
eventually got back onto the road that we should have
been on but now we were going in the wrong direction
and heading to the dam wall from the wrong side. We
stopped, admired the scenery and then backtracked and
headed for the Game Reserve.
During this mission, we continued to hear and grinding
noise as well as a noise that sounded like there was
something rattling around and loose. Russell and I
decided that we would leave the other members at the gate
at the Game Reserve and head back to Bushbaby Lodge,
not wanting to risk breaking down for a second time in
Big Blue inside the Game Reserve. When we arrived at
the parking lot at the entrance to the Game Reserve,
Bronwyn, Johan and Erik all went for a drive down the
road with Russell to see if they could tell what the
problem was. Each one came back with a different
opinion. I bought a map book and gave it to them to use
while they were in the reserve and we waited for them to
enter the park and made our way back to Bushbaby.
When we arrived back at Bushbaby Lodge, we had some
breakfast (this was supposed to have been eaten in the
reserve) and then Russell went to see if he could figure
out the problem with Big Blue. When he had
reassembled the vehicle after he had replaced the CV
joint boots, he had hammered the shaft into place instead of pressing it in and this had damaged the wheel
bearing. That was the noise that we could hear. The
weird part is that there was no evidence of the wheel
moving in and out on the steering wheel (I suggested to
Russell that maybe due to the fact that the vehicle is a
4x4 and that you would most likely feel this in a 4x2 –
maybe the mechanics in the club could enlighten us.
Russell feels it is due to the weight of the vehicle).
We then decided to take a walk through the nature
reserve. Russell left his watch and cell phone at our
cabin, we had no drinks with us and no cell phone
signal on my phone but set off anyway, not thinking.
We entered the gate in front of the watering hole and walked left towards the sign
pointing away from the camp site. We strolled to the end of the path to the fence
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and turned right. We walked along and saw some impala, which we think saw
Russell’s bright orange T-shirt and took off.
All the time we were walking, we were following
Bronwyn and Johan’s footprints from when they had
gone for a walk on the Friday afternoon. We
eventually found another sign and turned right again.
Then we came to two signs, one to the right and one
back the way we had just come. We headed right and
after walking what seemed forever, arrived at the back
of house where there were two land rovers parked and
what looked like a workshop. I surmised that it was
Pim’s
house but Russell said it couldn’t be. A guy came out and
told us to retrace our steps to the previous signs and to turn
right.
We did this and the path suddenly stopped and when into
some very thick trees right against the fence. We
eventually just decided to wing it and started strolling
through the bush. There were big areas where there was
no bush, and other places where we couldn’t get through
and had to find our way round. It was now quite hot and
jerseys were wrapped around our waists. Bear in mind we
also had nothing to drink or eat with us. We were
somewhat lost and had no idea where we were.
Eventually, heading what we thought would be more or
less east, we found another fence and followed that
through the bush. We eventually came to another fence
and followed that and came to a gate. Through the gate
was a caravan on the right and tent on the left. We had
arrived back at Bushbaby Lodge. What a relief!
We headed for our cabin, grabbed a drink each, took our
camping chairs and placed them on the road right in front
of the gate that we had entered earlier in the morning. It
was now after 1pm. We had been walking from around 10am. We hadn’t been sitting there long, when we
notice Zebra in the shadows behind the watering hole. We had been walking in the bush for three hours and
not seen a single zebra. We had seen impala and kudu but not a zebra. You would think that the white
would be clearly visible against the green bush and
brown sand but they are not. It’s amazing how these
animals are able to hide from humans.
Eventually the troops started arriving back and soon we
were all congregated around the firepit again. Russell
went for a snooze and due to worry over getting home
on Sunday, we didn’t see him that evening. The
banter around the fireside that evening was, well, I
won’t elaborate on the stories, but it was really
colourful. We know what happens at Non-Stop stays
at Non-Stop. The same as for Bushbaby.
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I’ll just say that words such as handcuffs, underwear and whips were thrown
around and it was pick on Bridget evening for quite a
long time.
Around 9pm I went off to bed and had just climbed into
bed when I heard Etienne and Clifford arrive back.
They had gone for a drive after dinner to find a place that
was dark enough for some good photos away from the
lights. I got up and went and opened the gate for them.
Everyone else but this time, was in bed already and even
though Stacy was waiting for them to return, our cabin
was closest to the gate.
On
Sunday morning, we got up, showered and went and
cooked up some bacon and fried eggs for bacon and egg
rolls in the communal kitchen. After breakfast dishes
were washed and packed away, we packed our
belongings into Green Dragon, went and said our
goodbyes and left Bushbaby just before 9am. We
planned to take a slow drive home knowing that if we
had any problems on the road, that we had other
members who would be following behind us. They all
left later than we did as some of them went back to
Hluhluwe to see the lions and others went through the
Isimangaliso Wetland Park Western Shores.
Russell and I arrived home safely just before 12 lunch time. And to all those who didn’t know yet, it was
the wheel bearing that had been damaged when he hammered the parts together. He is now busy repairing
that along with replacing the wheel hub. We had a wonderful weekend despite not being able to go into the
Game Reserve. Next time we are going to visit the Emdoneni Cheetah Projects just down the road and
around the corner from Bushbaby Lodge. I love cats and this is an opportunity to see a cheetah up close and
personal.
Thank to all those who joined us and made the weekend really good and thank you as well for the photos.
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Treasure Hunt 3 by Trevor Slogrove
This month, to make the challenge just that much more challenging, I will simply be giving you the co-ordinates of
the main quests. It is up to you to decide which of the 2 routes you would like to take to get there.
Routes: There are 2 possible routes to take to complete this month’s challenge. Those of you who take part in the
advanced route will need to take pictures of the “Nude Beach” AND the Signs/Boards which were donated by Villa La
View, at the top of the stairs as proof you found your way there. Don’t worry – it isn’t ACTUALLY a nude beach.
Basic:
Starting Location: -29.89807853882383, 31.038374630795072
The basic route involves the least walking and is ideal for those of whom are not as young as they used to be or those
who have to lie about their age. You will get to a gate of sorts. At this point you will have to talk to the Armed Guards
and inform them you need to go to the waterworks. They may warn you that the area is an active shooting area so
please do, be careful. From there you can make your way to the co-ordinates under the Main Quest.
Advanced:
Starting Location: -29.90114338933207, 31.03896923233726
This route is advised for those younger members and fitter members. Total walking distance is close to around 16Km.
So please do take EXTRA water and drinks and keep in mind you will need to carry this from your vehicle. Don’t
forget to take pictures of the Sign Boards at the top of the stairs and the Nude Beach at the bottom of the stairs to
prove you have completed this route.
Main Quest:
Location:

-29.892245887816493, 31.04771517922609
Requirements:
1) Take a picture of any whale ;)
+1/+2 if Live Whale
2) Find the Winking Eye in the Wall and provide a
picture as evidence +1
3) Locate the Trailer and take a picture of you and your
family/friends around it. (Bonus Points if you can get your
vehicle “next to/in front of” the trailer) +1/+2 If Vehicle is
in picture
4) Take a picture of the Flag with the company logo on it +1
5) You need to tell me which company ORIGINALLY owned
the buildings, and which company owned it until it closed down Premier Whaling Company
until it was brought out by Union
Whaling Company until 1975 +1
6) Take a picture of the
Map/Diagram/Layout of the
Buildings. This is hidden in ONE of
the buildings – you need to enter a
few of the buildings and search for the
map/diagram/layout. (Bonus points if
you can find an original picture of
this) +1/+2 if original picture
included
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Lunch Spot:
Location:
-29.87382564725972, 31.057164808887855
*You will need to tell the guard at the gate that you are going to the heritage site.
Requirements:

1) Take a picture of any 1 of the 3
Gun Emplacements on the way to
the Location. +1
2) Find out from the guard in the
hut which building has the subterrarium tunnel which runs under
the harbour mouth – take a picture
of it. +1

3) Take a picture of yourself and
your family/friends around the
Anchor +1
4) Enjoy your lunch – you may need to bring your own Braai Grids. +1
5) While enjoying your lunch, capture a picture of the way the Port Pilot gets off the ship in
the helicopter. +1
6) Take a picture of the lunch spot overlooking the harbour/slipway +1

Sub Quest:
Research Quest:

1) Tell me where the first and original plant was and what stands there today?
First and Original plant is where the waterworks stands today +1
2) Tell me in what year they closed the original plant?
1953 +1
3) Tell me what the lunch spot was originally for during the period that the plants were
open? Whales would be brought up the slipway, onto the waiting trains and
taken to the 2 whaling stations +1
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4) Tell me in which year the plant closed down?
1975 +1
5) Tell me why the plants closed?
1)Party the complaints of the smell, 2)Partly the size of the facility was too big for the
catch they were getting and as such they were losing money and 3)Partly the laws on
whale hunting came into full effect. +1 for each reason given – max 3 points
Hope you have a good day out exploring.
Please be careful as you are exploring in this place as some of the roofing is starting to come down and in some
buildings the flooring isn’t as stable as it once was
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