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LROC KZN Committee :
Chairman: Brian Moore
chairman@landroverclub.org.za
social@landroverclub.org.za
Cell: 082 842 0064
Vice Chairman: Kingsley Kemp
vicechairman@landroverclub.org.za
Cell: 082 670 9063
Treasurer, Webmaster and membership :
Brendan Mitchell
treasurer@landroverclub.org.za web@landroverclub.org.za
membership@landroverclub.org.za
Cell: 083 2824318
Secretary: Andrew Kirkbride
secretary@landroverclub.org.za
Cell: 079 743 6488
Gates/Trails :
gates@landroverclub.org.za
Russell Slogrove (Cell: 083 630 4318)
Kyle Miller (Cell: 083 611 7441) (Gates and Trails)
Dylan Mickleburgh (Cell: 083 440 6086)
Etienne van Zyl (Cell: 081 756 0581)
Heinz Stegen (Cell : 082 895 4208)
Newsletter Editor: Bridget Slogrove
newsletter@landroverclub.org.za or bridget.slogrove@gmail.com
Cell: 083 270 0238

Disclaimer :
The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Club’s committee or members and
may be incorrect.
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Editors Letter
Well, the front hydraulic ACE
cylinder is now fitted. Our next
headache came at the Gates setup at
the beginning of April at Killarney. I
had been complaining to Russell for
months that it felt as if the chassis
was moving every time I reversed
out of the garage. So after we had
done the setup and we were sitting
around chatting, I asked Haig to go
for a drive with me. We climbed into
Green Dragon and I put her into
reverse and went back a bit and then
into drive and drove around a bit so
that he could feel what I was feeling
in the vehicle, as it was happening
now more and more. His immediate reaction was the dog bone or Watts Link at the rear of the vehicle on the diff. He
said that the bushes were finished and that we were to replace those.
I parked Green Dragon and Russell came over and Haig explained
to him what the problem was. So the following weekend, Russell
was off to the garage in the morning and stripped the dog bone.
Sure enough the bushes were finished. He spoke to one of the
suppliers but they had none in stock so he approached Land Rover
themselves and with a price difference of only about R500, he
ordered the three bushes.
They arrived about 2 days after he ordered them and the weekend
that they were replaced, our Sirion to the car wash for a much
needed clean and then returned home and took Green Dragon
which was full of mud from the gates to be washed as well. What
a difference! No feeling as if the whole chassis was loose
anymore. It’s awesome what a little bit of TLC can do.
While Russell was replacing the bushes he noticed that the rear
ACE Cylinder was also leaking oil. He stripped that and put out
queries as to whether anybody had one for sale. One of the club
members was able to source one for him and it arrived last
weekend. So we should be ready for the gates at the beginning of
June.
There are 6 other bushes on either side towards the back of the
vehicle that also have to be replaced on the Radius Arm, but these
should be easy to get from our normal supplier. Then Russell has
to try and get our tow hitch to fit back onto the bracket on Green
Dragon as he may have to tow our son Trevor’s Disco 1 back
from Johannesburg later during May.
The vehicle has an electrical fault and unfortunately will not start.
Russell will be travelling with two of our other members to go
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and fetch her. They will try to get her running so that they can
drive her back but failing that they will have to hire a trailer and
tow here. Due to the abuse that the tow hitch bracket has taken
from our drives and gates, the holes are not lining up any longer
so there is going quite a bit of panel beating taking place to get
the holes to line up so that the tow hitch can be refitted.
Trevor’s Series 3, Buffel has been at his friend’s house for quite
some time now and they have been sorting out the ending. These
are some of the parts that have been purchases. They now have
the head back and the vehicle will be reassembled, hopefully in
time for the next gates so that Russell can complete with Lance (a
member of the club).
Unfortunately our Series 3 is still in pieces so it will be a while
before Russell can compete or drive anywhere in that. He is
fighting with the wiring loom at the moment. He asked me to
help him the other day, and I told him that he would get more
frustrated with me complaining about the wires having to be
untangled that if he just did it himself. I unfortunately am terrible
at undoing knots. If I am sewing and the cotton gets a knot, I
hand it to Russell.
Once the wiring is done, he will be ready to paint the vehicle and
then to reassemble the rest of the body work and complete the rebuild. Looking forward to seeing that vehicle running
and competing. Being a short wheel base, Russell will then be competing with Kenneth and Heather in their short
vehicles so it should be quite an interesting battle against the shorties.
See you all soon.
Your editor
Bridget Slogrove
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Calendar of forthcoming events
LROC KZN PROVISIONAL EVENTS DIARY 2018/2019
When

What, where

Information

6/7 Apr
2019
28 Apr
2019
26 May

1st Gates
Killarney 4x4
Pipeline Drive

More details to
follow

Cars in the Park

2019
1/2 June

2nd Gates

2019
15/16
June
2019
18 - 22
July
2019
27/28
July
2019
28 July
2019
24/25
Aug
2019
26/27

Highstakes
Best of the British at the VCC
Clubhouse
Tembe Elephant Park

Dylan
083 440 6086

Grade
3-5
3-5

More details to
follow
More details to
follow
More details to
follow

See email sent
by Brian

Heinz Stegen

3-5

082 895 4208
Not a club event

More details to
follow
3rd Gates
Inchanga 4x4
Vintage Car Club

Kyle Miller
More details to
follow
More details to
follow

4th Gates
Non-stop Adventures
5th Gates

Oct 2019

CONTACT
PERSON

Big Rock

More details to
follow
More details to
follow

3-5

083 611 7441

Not a club event
Etienne van Zyl

3-5

081 756 0581
Russell Slogrove

3-5

083 630 4318

Some drives to look forward to in the new year will be Aloe Trail and a drive to Wartburg for those
who prefer easy drives.

Trail Grading : All our events/trails are graded according to the 5 grades below.
1.

Complete novice soft dirt trail, no low range required. Suitable for all Land Rovers including the Freelander.

2.

Limited low range required but suitable for the novice driver. Suitable for all Land Rovers including the Freelander.

3.

Low range and limited off road knowledge required. Suitable for all Land Rovers with certain trails not suitable for the
Freelander.

4.

A low range technical trail suitable for the experienced. The inexperienced will be able to do the trail, as long as assistance
will be available from the more experienced members. Suitable for all Land Rovers except the Freelander.

5.

Extremely technical , suitable for the experienced and/or modified vehicle only with the possibility of vehicle damage.
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For sale
Landrover advert....Landrover Series 3.1978.SWD petrol..Enthusiats/collectors vehicle..Fully
restored original mechanicals inc engine (1 000kms recent),diffs,gear and transfer
boxes,shafts,bearings etc..converted to lead free petrol .. power steering,brake
booster,electronic ignition,Weber carb..no rust,galvanized fire wall and imported UK chassis,
carpets throughout ,upgraded shocks,wheels and suspension,resprayed and reupholstered
etc..R185 000 negotiable .. John 0834470713

6

7

LROC KZN Trail driving and Gates Rules
On the recent valley drive, and after in-depth discussions at our last committee meeting, we wish to bring
the following points to your attention (even if you have been a member for a while, please take time to go
through these points and familiarise yourselves with them as sometimes we tend to forget when we on a
drive or doing the gates).
For the new member who have not yet joined us for these drives or for the gates – LROC KZN does not
charge you to go on a trail drive or to enter the gates competitions. Where we go to a venue such as
Killarney 4x4 or Non-Stop Adventures, we negotiate a price with the owners of the venues for the day we
do setup (this is normally at no charge) as well as a camping fee where applicable and a fee for the actual
day of the event. These fees are payable by those members joining us. Where we are holding the gates at an
area such as Big Rock in the Inanda Dam Valley, there is obviously no charge to get into the venue.
The following applies to trail driving –
1. When you arrive in future at a trail drive, please ensure that you arrive at least 15 to 30 minutes early
as there is always a driver briefing.
2. Going forward, we will be writing a number on each vehicle as you arrive at the meeting spot. This
is so that the person who is at the back of the convoy with a radio will know if any of the vehicles are
missing or stuck etc.
3. Ultimately we would like the newer members in the front and those who have done a couple of
drives towards the back of the convoy.
4. When we say that you must follow convoy rules this means that if you are going to turn left or right
off of main road, that you stop and wait for the vehicle behind you if you cannot see them in your
rear view mirror.
5. When we do these types of drives, there will be times when the lead vehicle will stop for regrouping
at a viewpoint. This is when you can get out of your vehicles and take photos, get a drink or snack
from the back of the vehicle and stretch your legs.
6. Please do not hold up the convoy by driving slowly – the convoy moves slow enough as it is – try to
keep the vehicle ahead of you in sight at all times. This allows the convoy to stop for longer periods
at view points.
7. If you have friends who want to join us, unfortunately we cannot have other makes of vehicles join
in the drives. They are welcome to come in your land rovers.
8. While driving the trail, please do not let children/adults with you hang out or sit anywhere on the
outside of your vehicle.
9. Pets are allowed but if you bring your dogs, please ensure that they are on a lead at all times and that
you have control of your dog. We have had complaints of dogs snatching food off plates and tables
and generally getting in the way of vehicles when members are trying to traverse tricky areas.
10. Please refrain from throwing or dropping refuse such a cold drink bottles, chip packets etc out of
your vehicle windows. We never leave anything behind. What we take on a drive goes home with
us and we throw our rubbish away at home in our own bins.
The following applies to gates –
1. We need all members who will be driving the gates to arrive no later than 30 minutes before the
gates starts for scrutineering and registration.
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2.
3.
4.
5.

Should you arrive after the gates has started, you will not be able to participate.
No children under the age of 16 are permitted in the vehicles while you are driving the gates.
Only the driver and co-driver may be in the vehicle
Once the drivers have walked the gate to see the route, they are to return to their vehicles and
assemble in number order (this is done during scrutineering). Drivers may not watch other drivers
doing the gates. Once you have driven a gate, you may then watch the other drivers to that gate.
6. The co-driver must be in the vehicle unless by an instruction of the head marshall for a particular
gate. No outside assistance can be given to any driver.
7. If you as the driver feel that you cannot participate in a certain gate due to damage that you may
sustain in that gate, please inform the head marshall and take your score sheet (which drivers keep in
their vehicles) to be filled in by the gates scorer.
8. No alcohol is to be consumed by any driver during the gates competition. You are endangering your
co-driver, yourself as well as the marshalls on the course.
9. Should you have children with you, please ensure that they are not in the way of any vehicles that are
busy driving the gates (this applies to not only the drivers but also the spectators who have children).
10. This applies to pets as well. All dogs MUST be on a leash controlled by a handler. We have had
young novices driving at the Christmas gates where dogs have been running in front of vehicles.
Please note that certain venues do not allow dogs. When we send out the adverts for these events,
we will notify you of this fact.
Please be aware that our clubs gates scrutineering process is outdated and needs a revamp – this will
be done at the end of this year after our last gates of 2019. As we have already begun the 2019 gates,
we cannot change this now. We will more than likely sway towards safety as well in that we would
check for fire hydrants and first aid kits in the vehicles, as well as recovery points and tow straps for
doing recoveries.
I have included a copy of the current scoring and scrutineering sheets for those new members who
have never driven a gates event and for those members who have driven but would like to familiarise
themselves with the point system.
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Past events
1st Gates held at Killarney 4x4 on 7 April 2019
Green Dragon was ready and Russell and I
loaded up and made our way to Killarney 4x4
to start the setup at 10am on the Saturday
morning (6 April 2019). Etienne, Dylan,
Heinz, Theo and Haig arrived to assist us.
As it had rained the previous day, and was
still spitting with a very fine misty rain on the
way to Killarney, the ground was extremely
wet and slippery. A couple of times I
thought the guys were going to slip when
they were walking down the banks and most
of the guys had brought along gum boots.
We go Haig to test the modified gates and
Etienne to test the standard gates. The ground was so wet and muddy that when Etienne tried to exit the
concrete axle twister by driving out towards the left half way along, he ended up parallel parked on the right
of the axle twister. I must add that the axle
twister holes were full of water and mud.
Etienne then tried the last of the standard
class gates that was through the swamp
which smelled very strongly of cow dung
and then drove across to the side by the pool
but near the end and was trying to get up the
bank when his front diff decided it had had
enough and broke. After disconnecting the
propshaft, he was able to make it home in
two wheel drive.
With five gates set for both classes of
vehicles, we left for home with the idea that as long as it did not rain overnight, the gates would all be
drivable the next day. Early on Sunday morning we made our way back to Killarney 4x4 so that we could
be there by 7am. We started driver registration and scrutineering as soon as the first vehicles started
arriving and the gates started at 8:30am.
Russell was eventually coerced into driving the gates, this being for the first time in three years as he has
been running the gates and felt it best not to drive as his mind would be on the actual scoring and starting
the vehicles and penalties and not on the driving and the gates themselves. It was good to see him
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competing again. We also had new members
join us to drive the gates and we had
members who had previously been driving
the standard class, move to the modified class
as their vehicles have been modified.
Thankfully it had not rained the night before
so although the ground was still muddy in
places, it was not a slippery as the previous
day. Most of the gates were set up by the
crocodile pits as Killarney had another group
of 4x4 enthusiasts arrive (both on the
Saturday and on the Sunday).
During the course of the morning, we had
quite a lot of wheels in the air and vehicles
taking lines that did not look good but
everyone drove well and finished the gates.
We had one or two recoveries but all in all
the drivers as well as the spectators enjoyed
the day.
While the braais were being lit and meet was
sizzling away, I tallied up the scores. Well
done to the following members who all
received trophies :
For standard class - 1st Heather with 283, 2nd
Kenneth with 283 and 3rd Clifford with 230 (the reason Heather is in first and Kenneth is in 2nd and it is not
tied, even though the point are the same, is that when this occurs, you have to compare what each driver
scored on each gate. If each driver gets the same number of 60/60, then you move to the next score of 50
and so on until one of the drivers has more of that number than the other). In this case Heather was in the
lead with her individual gates scores.
For modified class – 1st Justin with 128, 2nd Haig with 120 and 3rd Deon with 100.
I would like to thank our sponsors, LP4A for the once again helping us with the vouchers which our winners
of each class use when they need spares for their vehicles.
See you all soon at the next gates event.
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Pipeline Drive (not really) held on 28 April 2019
The Pipeline Drive was advertised quite late on Wednesday, 24th April. By Saturday afternoon, one of the
committee members messaged me to say that only about four members had said on Facebook that they were
interested/going on the drive. I told him not to panic and to never believe what he sees on Facebook as we
often have four members interested or going but when we arrive there are fifteen vehicles and vice versa.
As Green Dragon’s rear ACE cylinder was only collected by Russell on Saturday morning, she was nowhere
near ready to be driven. We asked one of the other committee members if we could get a lift with him, so I
put sausage rolls and crumbed chicken strips in the oven on Saturday evening to snack on in the car.
On Sunday morning we were both ready and waiting for 7am and I messaged Heinz who arrive about 15
minutes later and after loading our chairs and cooler box, we set off for Watercrest Mall in Waterfall to meet
the other members at the Spar. When we arrived there were already quite a number of members who had
arrived.
With the consent of the committee, I had
asked members to bring along bags of dog
food, tins of dog food, cat food and blankets
and we were to meet the KZN Valley Dog
feeders on the road and hand over the
donation to them. This is a group of people
who go into the Inanda Dam area every
Sunday and feed the local dogs, cats, and
even chickens. They also deworm the
animals and each year plan a spayathon
where the dogs and cats are sterilized. Their
spayathon will be in October this year and
they are looking for donations to make up
R50 000. (Please note that we have decided as a committee that we will no longer be handing the items over
to organisation in the valley but at a meeting point out the valley in future if there are any more collections
like this as this could backfire on the club if
KZN Valley Dog feeders should stop doing
the food in the area, our vehicles and
members could be targeted).
Some members went into the Spar and
bought food, others already had pet food in
their vehicles. With 11 vehicles in the
convoy we set off down into the Valley. We
kept seeing vehicles that had stopped to feed
so I phoned Carolyn, my contact, and told
her we would meet them at the soccer field.
We pulled in and were immediately
surround by dogs looking for their breakfast.
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We unpacked the pet food and blankets
and waited and shortly Carolyn arrived
followed by another two vehicles. Some
of our members helped carry our
donations to their vehicles and after
watching the dogs getting their breakfast,
we set off. I had acquired a bit on the
skinny side black kitten of about twelve
weeks old from Carolyn’s husband that
had been surrendered to them at their first
stop. Apparently it was giving the family
hay-fever so they couldn’t keep her. She
was extremely wide eyed when she was
handed over to me and I took my spare
long sleeved shirt and covered her with that so she would calm down.
Haig was leading the convoy and headed
straight to big rock where the drivers got out
and had a good look at the conditions. Due
to the recent heavy rains and floods we were
not sure whether the rock road under the
water was still drivable or not.
At this point I handed my camera over to
Michael Penny would continue to take photos
of the drive (thanks Michael – very much
appreciated).
After having a good look, we took off across
the river, with Haig attempting to go over
the rock instead of round and then
changing his mind,
Once everyone had crossed the river, we
continued until we got to the swampy area
next to the road. Heinz and a couple other
members decided to stay on the road but
many of the other members followed the
leaders into the swamp.
All but two of the drivers managed to get
to the road at the end of the swamp. Brian
and Johan managed to get their vehicles
bogged down in the mud. While they were busy being recovered, I was given some meat from the inside of
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a piece of boerewors for the kitten, who
really enjoyed that. I then went and sat in the
Disco and gave it two of the chicken strips
which it also ate with much gusto. Russell
got a piece of ice out of the cooler box and I
gave that to the kitten to lick so that she
could get some water into her and keep
herself hydrated.
After an hour and a half of Brian and Johan
being stuck they were both finally recovered
and we were on our way again. While the
guys were trying to recover these two
vehicles another two vehicles almost got
bogged down as well. This would have been
an absolute disaster as well as being
extremely funny.
We moved off again and head towards the
old picnic stop where we turned just before
and travelling parallel to this and out the
back of the makeshift quarry where the sand
miners have been removing sand.
There are numerous river crossings in this
area and some of these river crossings were
quite deep and every time we came to a
crossing Heinz would power through them.
He tells us he is scared of water. Not sure
if this is true or if he was just telling us
this to tease me for my fear of being
trapped in a vehicle in water. We were by
now snacking on the sausage rolls that I
had made and they were going down well.
Even the kitten had a sniff.
We stopped a few times to regroup and at
one stage Amy, Michael’s girl-friend took
the kitten as my arms were getting quite
tired. Next stop I took her back and she
curled up on my shirt in my lap and was
kneading and purring and dozed off even
with the movement of the Disco.
Although the drive was supposed to follow the Pipeline through the valley as per the advert for the drive,
when Haig spoke to the club member whom had assisted in organising the previous Pipeline drive, they
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decided that due to the recent heavy rains,
certain parts of that route would not be
drivable by many of the vehicles. I think
Haig was making up the drive as he went
along based on the vehicles that had
joined us. It was really great to see Pieter
and Sonja in their Disco 3, a really
capable off-roading vehicle.
At one of the river crossings, the brake
light of Heinz’s Disco dislodged itself
from the rear bumper and went floating
off down the river. A couple of the young
guys and Johan went off to find it. One of
Johan’s son found the light and told Johan
that it was not the light but a water bottle.
I was in the Disco with the kitten giving it
more ice to lick on and didn’t realise that
the members had posed for this photo for
Michael (awesome photos Michael). We
had regrouped at this stage and everyone
was on one side of the river and together so
it was easy to get them to pose for this.
We then moved on and eventually came to a
very rutted area where Haig got hooked up
when his wheels on one side of the vehicle
went in. He managed to recover himself
and they assisted the rest of the drivers by
showing them the best route to drive to get
past this section.
I was under the impression that we were
heading back towards Mfula Store but
Haig had led us closer to the Rob Roy
Hotel area. We eventually came to a stop
on the main road and Haig told those who
had ladies with them who would like to
use the toilet to go up to the shebeen on
the side of the road. A couple of the
members followed Heinz up to the
shebeen and after using the long drop toilet, we headed back down and directly across the road and down
towards the river.
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At this point there was a bit of confusion as
vehicles that had not followed up to the
shebeen had driven off without waiting so we
had no idea whether to turn left or right at the
fork in the tracks off the main road. This is
the reason we ask members going on these
drives to follow convoy rules. Eventually we
regrouped a couple of vehicles, turned right
and found the members further along the
river bank on a huge rock. Braais were lit
and while some explored the area others sat
chatting in the shade of land rovers.
Eventually it was time to hit the road and
head for home. Thanks to Haig (and Mark Kirkbride who had knowledge of the Pipeline Drive), for leading
the convoy. A drive with Haig (and Theo) is always an adventure as they will venture into places we
normally wouldn’t go.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who donated food etc to the KZN Valley Dog
organisation. They are always appealing to the public for donations of pet food as well as rice as they cook
up rice and meat for the animals as well. They also ask for unused dog kennels and blankets for the dogs as
the winter months are extremely cold in that area and many pups suffer from the cold. If you can donate
anything going forward, they are on Facebook and I can send you Carolyn’s cell phone number as well.
Thank you also for joining us on the drive. We are often surprised by the responses we get when we arrive
at venues where we meet to find a good number of our members have arrived to join us.
Here’s to another great adventure in our land rovers.
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