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LROC KZN Committee :
Chairman: Brian Moore
chairman@landroverclub.org.za
social@landroverclub.org.za
Cell: 082 842 0064
Vice Chairman: Kingsley Kemp
vicechairman@landroverclub.org.za
Cell: 082 670 9063
Treasurer, Webmaster and membership :
Brendan Mitchell
treasurer@landroverclub.org.za web@landroverclub.org.za
membership@landroverclub.org.za
Cell: 083 2824318
Secretary: Andrew Kirkbride
secretary@landroverclub.org.za
Cell: 079 743 6488
Gates/Trails :
gates@landroverclub.org.za
Russell Slogrove (Cell: 083 630 4318)
Kyle Miller (Cell: 083 611 7441) (Gates and Trails)
Dylan Mickleburgh (Cell: 083 440 6086)
Etienne van Zyl (Cell: 081 756 0581)
Heinz Stegen (Cell : 082 895 4208)
Newsletter Editor: Bridget Slogrove
newsletter@landroverclub.org.za or bridget.slogrove@gmail.com
Cell: 083 270 0238

Disclaimer :
The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Club’s committee or members and
may be incorrect.
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Editors Letter
Well I don’t know about everyone else but where is this year going? I thought last year flew through but this year
seems to be moving faster. We are already half way through March and it is almost that time of the year when we will
be driving our gates competitions again. So far we have had a valley drive, the weekend at Bush Baby Lodge, the
AGM at Trailblazers and the Sani Pass drive.
For all those new members who have not joined us yet for an event, now is the time to start watching the calendar.
When Russell and I brought Green Dragon, we had never driven off road before ever, unless you could call driving
through Kruger National Park on the sand roads off-roading and getting out of a very muddy patch at Giba Gorge after
a week of rain. This was in our 4x2 Isuzu KB320 which we traded in when we bought Green Dragon.
Shortly after we had joined the LROC KZN, the final
gates competition of the previous year was to be held
at Big Rock. Russell, a bit of a dare devil, was keen
to drive gates but due to the fact that we had never
done this before, decided that we should tag along
and see what all the excitement was about.
The members attending the gates were meeting at the
Spar in Waterfall (it was then just a small shopping
centre). We met early and the convoy left (following
convoy rules – if you cannot see the vehicle behind
you stop – it basically means that the convoy is
driven from the back) and we made our way down
into the Inanda Dam Valley.
The Russell, Trevor and myself, the views were
breath-taking. We eventually drove over a narrow bridge over the river upstream from the Dam and turned left onto a
sand road. In places you drive right next to the river and
then in other places you cannot even see the river. We
eventually arrived at what is known as Big Rock. The
sand road ends and you have to drive along a make shift
road (made by the sand miners where they have made a
road under the water with rocks, with big rocks sticking
out of the water to line the edges – go over the edge on
either side and you will drown your vehicle) until you get
to a huge rock and drive over that, back into the water
and then onto dry land again and another sand road.
When we first started off-roading, I was a nervous
wreck, not only going on a dirt road but also going
through rivers. My biggest fear is the vehicle starting to
sink and me not being able to get out of the vehicle and
drowning. I can swim but it’s being trapped in the
vehicle that is really scary. I was forever telling Russell that he can’t drive there and he can’t do that. Until I actually
drive the gates myself, I didn’t really know what Green Dragon was capable of doing and I would not have been able to
drive where I drive now as often Russell with do the drinking and I will do the driving. It’s better this way as my
confidence is boosted.
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The gates competition started and all three of us were
quite astounded at what the competitors were faced
with. The gates can be technical but are all do-able by
the class of vehicle that are doing the gates. As I said,
for the new members of the club, we have two classes
of vehicles, production or standard and modified. You
can drive in either class even if your vehicle is modified
or standard but your handicap is affected and you could
start the gates (depending on the vehicles handicap –
large tyres, extra lockers etc) with a negative score.
You could start on Nil or you could even start with a
positive score and that’s before you have even started
the first gate.
Gates are set up using metal poles with coloured tape at
the top showing which is for each class (orange for
standard class and pink for modified class). The gates
organiser has the discretion of choosing how many points
each gate is worth (the norm is 60 points but we have had
80 and 100 points). You start each gate with the total
points and if you touch a pole, 20 points is deducted. If
you do a roll-back (reverse in order to line up to get
through the next batch of poles), 10 points is deducted.
It is really a great feeling to get through the last set of
poles and get a top score of 60, 80 or 100. The year
when I drove gates and Russell drove as well, there was
quite a lot of competition going on between us during the
gates. When Trevor co-drove with me at the one gates at
Killarney 4x4, we were the only driver/co-driver team to
score a full 100 points on the one gate that had been set
up by the crocodile pits. It was quite a rush.
There were times when we were watching those gates
when we were really expecting the vehicle that was
being driven to turn onto its side or drown itself in the
river. This didn’t happen of course but there were
recoveries which took place and this was extremely
interesting, especially as we had never seen this before.
Just remember to stand well back as you can never tell
when the recovery strap will snap and keep children out
of the way as well.
The morning was spent watching drivers put the land
rovers through their paces and watching the recoveries
where necessary. Then it was lunch time and we drove
through to the picnic spot which at that stage was known
as Slip & Slide. The children and a fair number of the
adults took advantage of the cool water in the river and
spent most of the time wallowing in the water as it was quite hot still.
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After lunch it was decided to drive the last of the
modified class gates in the sand pit on the other side of
Slip & Slide’s river. Unfortunately I didn’t get any
photos when we moved that side as my camera battery
had gone flat. To say that we were quite amazed at what
a land rover is capable of doing with the right driver, of
course, would be correct.
Until you have witnessed it for yourself you will not
appreciate what your own vehicle is capable of if you
have never tried and only driven in the Kruger National
Park on the sand roads or through a muddy patch. Even
if you have owned your land rover for a number of years
or owned many land rovers, you still need to join the
gates enthusiasts at least once to see what your vehicle
can do. The vehicle in most of my photos here are of
Goat (aka Goldfish). This is a Land Rover Discovery 2 and is basically the same as our Green Dragon, except that
Goat is modified and ours is standard (except for the steel rock sliders and back and front bumpers).
So even if you come and join us just to watch and learn or to assist with marshalling a gates competition or even with
the setup the day before the gates, it is a day worth spending with fellow members. We do strive to finish the gates by
lunch time so that the members can have a drink or three with lunch before returning home. We also have fun camping
over at some of the venues when we do the setup on the Saturday afternoon before the gates.
Hope to see many new faces and meet the new members of the club soon.
Safe travels everyone.
Your editor, Bridget
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Calendar of forthcoming events
LROC KZN PROVISIONAL EVENTS DIARY 2018/2019
When

What, where

Information

CONTACT
PERSON
Kyle Miller

Valley Drive

More details to
follow

3 Feb
2019
14 - 16

Duzi Canoe Marathon

Feb 2019

23/24
Feb
2019
16/17
Mar
2019
6/7 Apr

if members wish
1st Gates

2019
5 May

Killarney 4x4
Gwahumbe

2019
26 May

Cars in the Park

2019
1/2 June

2nd Gates

AGM at Trailblazers (to be
confirmed)
Sani Pass Drive with sleep over

2019
27/28
July
2019
24/25
Aug
2019
26/27

Highstakes
3rd Gates
Inchanga 4x4
4th Gates

Oct 2019

Big Rock

Non-stop Adventures
5th Gates

083 611 7441

Grade

1-3

George Goswell

See emails from
George Goswell

083 658 1324

More details to
follow

Brian Moore
082 842 0064

More details to
follow
More details to
follow

Dylan
083 440 6086

3-5

More details to
follow
More details to
follow
More details to
follow

Heinz Stegen
082 895 4208

3-5

Kyle Miller
More details to
follow

083 611 7441

3-5

Etienne van Zyl
More details to
follow
More details to
follow

081 756 0581
Russell Slogrove

3-5

083 630 4318

3-5

Trail Grading : All our events/trails are graded according to the 5 grades below.
1.

Complete novice soft dirt trail, no low range required. Suitable for all Land Rovers including the Freelander.

2.

Limited low range required but suitable for the novice driver. Suitable for all Land Rovers including the Freelander.

3.

Low range and limited off road knowledge required. Suitable for all Land Rovers with certain trails not suitable for the
Freelander.

4.

A low range technical trail suitable for the experienced. The inexperienced will be able to do the trail, as long as assistance
will be available from the more experienced members. Suitable for all Land Rovers except the Freelander.

5.

Extremely technical , suitable for the experienced and/or modified vehicle only with the possibility of vehicle damage.
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New Members
WELCOME TO THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS
Remember it’s your club and you will get out of it what you want to. You have purchased THE BEST 4 x 4 x FAR and
now it’s time to use it. See you at the next club event.

We have one new member this month but as Brendan is away, I will only get the complete details for this member and
publish them in the next newsletter. Our newest member is Declan Kirkbride.
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Past events
Valley Drive led by Theo and Haig on the 3rd of February 2019
When I asked Haig and Theo if they would lead
the club members on a drive through the valley, I
had a feeling it would be something special. If you
have ever gone on a drive with these two club
members, you will know that your drive will never
be dull. A valley drive is never just a valley drive
but a total adventure in places that we actually
wouldn’t dream of driving in our standard
vehicles.
I asked our daughter and her husband, Michael, if
they would like to join us for the drive and as they
had thoroughly enjoyed a previous drive that they
had been on with us into the valley, they jumped at
the chance. They were going to meet us at our house
at 6am and Michael would leave his vehicle in our
garage. We were meeting at the Watercrest Mall at
7am to leave at 7:30 sharp and would be driving until
15:00. We were told to pack snacks to keep the
wolves at bay and when we came out of the valley,
we would be going to braai at Jock’s Pub. The drive
was graded 1 – 3 but I feel that in places it was
probably more a 4 – 5.
At 6:30 I phoned Jacqui to find out where they were
and my call woke them up. They had been out late
the night before and had overslept as each had
thought that the other had set an alarm to get up.
Both Jacqui and Michael were most upset that they would not be joining us. I said goodbye and we locked up the
house and set off. Just up the road from the house, I
phone Jacqui back and told her if they were still
keen, they could meet us at the Watercrest Mall and
leave the work bakkie there and jump into Green
Dragon with us. Not being a land rover and only
being a 4x2 as well as belonging to his boss, it was
not a good idea to take the vehicle off-roading.
We arrived at Watercrest Mall and waited for the
rest of the club members to arrive. Jacqui and
Michael were now running about 15 minutes late so
I asked if anyone would mind if we waited for them
to arrive. Finally, they arrived and after parking
and getting their gear together, we had the driver
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briefing and climbed into our vehicles. There was a
pretty good turnout, including a prospective new
member (we just have to convince him to buy a land
rover now.
As I said, when you go driving with Haig and Theo,
the drive is never dull and right from the start where
we drove down a really steep hill with a sharp right
turn at the bottom. The guys have named this the
Supertube and it’s not for the faint hearted. Of
course, Russell being the daring driver he is, decided
we were going down this track. It was quite badly
rutted and as we dropped over the top of the hill,
Green Dragon slid a bit and then the tyres caught
again and down we went. It was not as bad as I had thought. Neil Munro was behind us and unfortunately on his way
down the track rode on his landy bent. It was quite a task to remove the bent rod and replace it on the downhill slope
that he was on but eventually, with assistance from
other members, he was on his way again.
There were a number of drivers who followed but
there were others who preferred not to drive this
route. We then went off the tar road again and drove
across what you could call a field and back into the
bush and up a steep bank (if you were daring enough)
or up a less steep bank just near this steep section.
We went the easy route, but there were a number of
drivers who put their vehicles through their paces and
made it to the top of the bank and back onto the side
of the road where we were all parking our vehicles.
As this was going to be an all day event, I had brought rolls with ham, cheese and tomato, a packet of crisps, and
sweets to chew on. Jacqui had made cheese scones and delicious meat balls. These snacks we munched throughout
the morning. It was extremely warm in the valley so lots of water and cold drinks were being consumed as well.
All went well from there and eventually we found
ourselves at a rocky section. We eventually all
made it either over a very large rock or went
around, also over rocks but far less damaging to our
vehicles. We were waiting for the last of the
drivers to join us when suddenly the heavens
opened. It poured with rain, this making driving on
the rocks even more difficult. Haig and Theo at this
point were thinking of abandoning the rest of the
drive and heading back to Jock’s Pub. Luckily the
rain didn’t last too much longer and, because of the
heat from earlier, the water that was sitting on the
surface of the rocks and soil evaporated, dried and
sank deeper into the parched earth.
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We continued and eventually left the rocks and headed
to Mfula Store for the ladies to be able to use the toilet
and refreshments and snacks for those with the
munchies. At one point, there was extremely thick
mist and it was quite scary driving as you could only
barely see the vehicle in front of you. The road was
also very badly rutted in one area and we sat and
watched one of the drivers get stuck and have to move
back and forth in order to get out of the rut. When it
was our turn, Russell had seen that he could drive to
the left of the rut on the bank and we got past easily.
The other drivers followed our tracks.
The sun then appeared again and we were able to see
down into the valley towards Mfula Store. We left
Mfula Store and headed towards Big Rock where a
few of the drivers had to go through the swamp off to
the left of the road. Apparently, it was quite dry so
they got through pretty easily. We made our way
through the river and made our way back up to
Waterfall. Again, it was misty and after taking the
wrong turn, we eventually found Jock’s Pub where
the owner had a gas braai connected and waiting for
us. They had made salads for us as well. All this was
under cover so while it rained, everyone stayed dry.
We left there feeling totally exhausted after an
amazing drive with some awesome people for
company and after dropping Jacqui and Michael at
Watercrest Mall to get their bakkie, we headed for
home. I must add that Jacqui and Michael were
severely hung over on the Sunday and fell asleep
on the way out of the valley.
Thanks to Haig and Theo for organising a
wonderful outing for everyone. I was a valley
drive with a difference and didn’t end at lunch time
when the drives normally end (once lunch is served
the driving has to come to an end if there is alcohol
involved). Looking forward to another drive
hosted by these two really special people.
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Duzi Canoe Marathon held from the 14th to the 16th of February
2019

Photos sent to me by Kyle Miller of the Duzi weekend.
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LROC KZN AGM held on the 24th of February 2019 with
campover on the 23rd of February 2019 at Trailblazers
From the beginning February, when we went to the
committee meeting, Russell and I had already made
up our minds that we were going to camp over at
Trailblazers on the Saturday evening before the
AGM. We, or should I say “I”, had just taken in a
rescued feral puppy and I was a bit concerned about
leaving her at home for too long by herself. I
organised the week before the AGM with a friend of
my son’s to stay at the house for the Saturday night to
look after the cats, dogs and birds (I am now not only
a cat lady, but I now have my father-in-laws budgie
and cockatiel as well as two dogs.
On the Monday before the AGM, I said to Russell that
maybe we should just go to Trailblazers on the Sunday.
He was fine with that. Tuesday evening I changed my
mind and said that we should go anyway but we would
not go early with the rest of the members who were
going on the Saturday morning early. Russell told me
that I had already changed my mind once and I could
not do this again. We were not going.
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On the Saturday morning Russell woke up and came wandering through to the lounge with a rather hang-dog
look on his face and said “You do
know that we could have been
camping this evening”. I said that if
he would give me time to clean the
house and get some washing done and
hung up, we could pack Green
Dragon and leave by about 1pm at the
latest. At 1:30pm I had cleaned the
house, showered and packed all my
goodies and was ready to leave.
Russell was still sitting in the lounge
watching TV after going for a snooze at about 12
midday. I suggested he go and get himself packed
and he said he still had to cut his hair and shower.
I left and went to Pick n Pay to get meat, rolls,
charcoal etc and by the time I returned home, he
had done that and started to get the cats in and
lock up. True to form, my cat that always sets off
our burglar alarm by jumping up over the first bar
on the burglar gate, was missing in action. I put a
bowl of cat food and water on the step outside the
door, put newspaper all over the floor for puppy
to mess on inside the house, we locked up and hit the road.
We messaged the members that were at Trailblazers already that we had just left when we had filled up with
fuel and brought some ice at Northdene Filling
Station. One of the member’s wives had posted
a location on Facebook and I logged that into
my Google Maps and off we went.
Unfortunately, this lead us into the informal
settlement of Hela Hela outside Richmond. I
then found Brian’s location pin on Whatsapp
and we were off again. We were travelling
along a sand road at this stage and as we drove
past a gate with a 4x4 sign on a pole, Google
Maps told us we had reached our destination.
This was extremely confusing so I eventually phone Brian and he asked me if I could see some electrical
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pylons ahead. We turned around and
travelled in that direction and finally saw a
field with a bunch of vehicles and buildings
in the distance.
We eventually arrived at Trailblazers and
parked and went to choose our tent for the
night. As we were only camping for one
night and as there were dorm tents for
reasonable prices per person, we had decided
to stay in a dorm tent instead of putting up
our own tent and then having to pack it all away
the next morning. We chose one close to the
ablution block and the kitchen so that we could
have coffee in the morning. In October last year
I tore a ligament in my right hip and I was taking
strain on the Saturday evening. When I woke up
in the morning, I messaged Mark and asked if he
could get a tube of Deep Heat for the pain. It
had rained during the night and the river was
flowing extremely fast and the water was
extremely brown. There were a few people who
braved the current and the rapids and went off down-stream in kayaks.
Bear in mind that some of our members drove to Trailblazers early on the Saturday morning. No doubts they
had set up their tents and trailer and gone off to
investigate their surroundings. With the river
being so close and the weather being so hot,
costumes were the order of the day and they
spent the day rowing down the river through
some rapids in a blow-up boat and swimming.
They also found a plank that you have to walk
along and once you get to the end you can jump
off and into the river. By the time we arrived
on the Saturday afternoon around 17:45, the
weather had turned and there was quite a bad storm towards Richmond with thunder and lightning. Going
swimming in the river was therefore out of the question but they told Russell that he could walk the plank
that evening as no sooner had we arrive than Russell went to our dorm tent and went to sleep. Of course the
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reprobates were keen to wake him up when
they hear that he was sleeping. When it
came time to braai our meat that evening, as
Russell was still sleeping, some of the guys
who were braaing themselves, assisted me
and watched our meat.
Our members were meeting at the Watercrest
Mall and travelling in convoy to the venue.
They arrived and we started the AGM on
time at 11am.
Brian welcomed everyone and after asking if everyone had signed the attendance register and announcing the
apologies, he continued with his speech.
Trailblazers has a hall which is open on the sides
but can be closed with netting and the owners had
organised chairs and tables for everyone for the
meeting (including table cloths on the tables).
Our newest committee member, Heinz was called
upon to explain how the rescue of the Bearded
Vulture works. He has joined up with an
organisation that goes into Lesotho from the
beginning of June to the middle of August to
assist with transporting eggs back to the Birds of Prey Sanctuary near the Lion Park just outside of
Pietermaritzburg. What happens is that the mom lays two eggs and when the eggs hatch, the stronger of the
two chicks will eat the weaker chick. Obviously we don’t know which will be stronger or weaker but in this
way, both chicks survive as the eggs that are brought back to the sanctuary are incubated and eventually the
chicks hatch. These birds are endangered so if you would like to assist, please contact Heinz for further
details.
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Brian completed his side of the formalities
once Heinz was finished and Brendan took
over. Unfortunately, Kenneth arrived late and

we were going to use his projector to show the financial

statements of the club but when he arrived it
was decided not to set it up and Brendan read
through the financials and explained them to
all those present. These were agreed as being
true and correct and then we got down to the
handing out of the awards.

First it was the long service awards and then it was trophies and
wally awards. It was a bit daunting that the wally award recipients
this year were mostly
committee members.
Moms, wives, daughters,
brothers, sisters etc
watched as these awards
and trophies were handed
out to our members.
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Once the meeting adjourned, it was decided to have lunch first and then go on the trail drive. Braais were lit
and there was soon the smell of meat wafting through
the air. We ended up with four different parties in four
different areas.
Once we had finished eating we went and packed the
landy with our chairs and, as we had all paid for the
trail before lunch, we waited for some of the other
members to join us. While waiting we watched while
other members began to pack up their belongings and
tents. This can be quite comical especially when things
don’t go according to plan and when each person thinks
it has to go back a different way.
Eventually three other vehicles were set to go
and with Brendan in the lead we headed away
from the venue to find the trail. After a bit of
confusion at last we found the correct route to
start the trail. All was going well, until we
arrived at a gate, drove through, closed it behind
us and eventually ended up on what could be
called a tar road driving next to and in between
forestry trees. We ended up stopping at the top
of a hill off the road and were debating what to
do when Brendan said that maybe we should
just drive on the trail just ahead through the bush.
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This did not look very well used and after driving quite a distance, we decided to turn around and head back.
Just as Brendan, who was now the last vehicle to leave the bush, got towards the end of the track, one of his
landy’s tyres was pierced by a rock and went flat. We had gone over the same rock but luckily our tyres were
good. The men got busy and eventually the tyre was changed and we decided that due to it being quite late,
we would backtrack and head for home rather. When we got back onto the sand road we were quite relieved
and headed back to the tar road and home. Unfortunately, Brendan drove past some children who decided it
was fun to throw stones at his vehicle. We have spoken to the owner of Trailblazers and he will speak to the
chief in the area about this as it is not only in Trailblazers interests that this sort of thing does not re-occur but
to the locals who rely on Trailblazers for income coming into the area.
All in all, it was an awesome weekend for
everyone who arrived on the Saturday as well as
on the Sunday. The venue is neat and tidy and
the dorm tents are extremely comfortable with
clean, fresh bedding (yes, you don’t even have to
take bedding if you stay in those). Beds with
mattresses, sheet, duvet and pillow. There are
also lights inside the dorm rooms as well as
outside and the kitchen is fully equipped. There
is also a lovely braai area. We will definitely be
back.
Thank you to all those who attended and supported the committee. Well done to all the prize winners (I
know some of you could not make it). Thanks also to Brian Moore and Samantha Kirkbride for the awesome
photos from the Saturday afternoon and the Sunday morning.
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Just for Fun
Three 4x4 drivers go to heaven
The 1st man approached the pearly gates and St Peter asks "What did you drive on earth?"
The man replies " I drove a Nissan Patrol"
St Peter replies " Well I am afraid you cannot enter and it is off to hell with you"
The 2nd man approaches and again St Peter asks " What did you drive on earth?"
The man replies "I drove a Hilux"
St Peter replies " Well I am afraid you cannot enter and it is off to hell with you"
The 3rd man approaches and St Peter asks " What did you drive on earth?"
The man replies "I drove a Landrover"
St Peter replies "Well in that case, you are more than welcome as you've already been to hell.
How to know when you're a Land Rover owner:
-If you use a hose to clean the inside and the outside.
-When the best route from point A to point B is through the mud.
-When a scratch or a dent is a beauty mark.
-Your mum and sister can't get in without help.
-You judge every hill you see by how much fun it would be to climb.
-You search for trails in a helicopter.
-You get custom pin-striping from trails.
-If it takes more than 6 hours to get donuts.
-Your friends won't ride with you 'cause they don't want to wind up in the
desert in the middle of the night.
-When your boss's secretary calls to "recommend" that you wash your Rover
-When you finally wash the mud off, everyone thinks you bought a new Rover.
-You carry emergency supplies and clothing because you never know where you will end up.
-When it rains and you don't care that your tops and doors are off.
-When you change your plugs in the parking lot at work on a break.
-When you take your Mum 4 wheeling and she has to help you flip the Rover back onto its wheels
again.
-You use an ice-scraper on the INSIDE of the windshield.
-You get more heat from holes in the floorboards than through the heater vents.
-Every page of your repair manual has fingerprints.
-Passengers scream "DON'T ROLL IT!" when you take them wheeling.
-You spend more time under your Rover than under your significant other.
-Winter comes and you can't remember where you left the roof.
-You spend more on car washes than on insurance.
-Even worse the car wash won't let you in.
-You complain about everything but smile when you fix everything yourself.
-When you think Mud Brown should be a factory paint color.
-When you feel sorry for someone in a $60,000 Nissan Patrol.
-If you get asked to pick up your co-workers in a snow storm and get paid
for it.
-Your wife/girlfriend refuses to get in it.
-You have a high-water mark INSIDE the Rover.
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