LANDROVING IN KZN
Land Rover Owners Club KZN

Monthly Newsletter
June 2018

Contents

Page

Committee Members

2

The Editors Letter

3

Important Email from the Club Chairman

4

Calendar of Forthcoming Events

5-8

For Sale

9 - 11

New Member

12

Ten minutes with Andrea Passoni

13 - 14

Past Events

15 - 22

Something Technical

23

Just for Fun

24

1

LROC KZN Committee :
Chairman: Brian Moore
chairman@landroverclub.org.za
social@landroverclub.org.za
Cell: 082 842 0064
Vice Chairman: Kingsley Kemp
vicechairman@landroverclub.org.za
Cell: 082 670 9063
Treasurer, Webmaster and membership :
Brendan Mitchell
treasurer@landroverclub.org.za web@landroverclub.org.za
membership@landroverclub.org.za
Cell: 083 2824318
Secretary: Andrew Kirkbride
secretary@landroverclub.org.za
Cell: 079 743 6488
Gates/Trails :
gates@landroverclub.org.za
Russell Slogrove (Cell: 083 630 4318)
Kyle Miller (Cell: 083 611 7441)
Dylan Mickleburgh (Cell: 083 440 6086)
Etienne van Zyl (Cell: 081 756 0581)
Newsletter Editor: Bridget Slogrove
newsletter@landroverclub.org.za or bridget.slogrove@gmail.com
Cell: 083 270 0238

Disclaimer :
The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Club’s committee or members and
may be incorrect.
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The Editor’s Letter
June has definitely been a far quieter month with only two landrover events taking place, namely the Tembe
Elephant Park weekend (to which
some of our members who had paid,
ended up not going due to vehicles
being out of commission at the time,
and the valley drive lead by Mark
Kirkbride, which all members present
enjoyed.
Russell didn’t do too much work on
the shorty this past month as he is now
ready to attach the firewall to the
chassis but first he has to move Buffel
into the garden behind the garage (now
that our gate is on hinges and can open
properly. Once that happens we can
move the body that was on the original
long wheel base chassis away from the
wall in the driveway and he will be able to get a tool into that side of the body to remove the last bolt holding
the firewall to the bin. Once this is done he can continue with the rebuild. Exciting times ahead. I think he
is really looking forward to getting the rebuild done so that we can go for a drive in his baby.
What to do with the bin that will be left over?
I saw the photo below the other day on Facebook. Even though I will only have the back of the vehicle, I
have a good mind to get Russell to move it to the top of the bank and make a water feature going from down
the bank (I have a large swimming pool
pump so getting the water back up to the
top shouldn’t be an issue.
At least the Land Rover bin will be put
to good use. Russell will more than
likely sell it (not that I am sure that
anyone will want to buy just the bin).
Green Dragon still has a shudder and a
funny sound coming from the rear
especially when I turn into our driveway
from a certain angle. Russell still needs
to look into this as I am sure its
something to do with the suspension.
Will keep you updated on that one but until next time, happy adventuring.
Bridget
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Important email from the club chairman
Hi members
At our last committee meeting it was deemed important, in light of the recent addition of a number
of new members over the last few years, to just remind you all again of the importance of general
safety issues when participating in club events i.e. gates, trails etc.
Consumption of any alcoholic beverages or other substances which may have the ability to
compromise driver or spectator safety during organised club events is only to happen after the
particilar event has been completed. This is particularly more so during gates and events involving
the general public.
Seat belts are to be worn at all times. Windows are to be wound up where applicable, to at least
80% of their operational height and no children under the age of 12 years are to be conveyed in
vehicles paricipating in gates challenges.
No children, conveyed on roof racks and the likes during trails i.e. all children and passengers are
to be suitably restrained in a safe manner.
Where applicable, during any event, the organisers, marshalls or Committee members reserve the
right to bar anybody from participating in an organised event if it is felt that driver, spectator or
passenger safety is at risk.
This may apply to any vehicle which is also deemed to be unsafe for any event.
Sincerely Chairman
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Calendar of forthcoming events
LROC KZN PROVISIONAL EVENTS DIARY
2018
When

What, where

Information

28/29
Jul

3rd Gates at Killarney 4x4

More info to
follow

2018
18/19
Aug

CONTACT PERSON

3-5
Russell Slogrove

2018

Soft drive through the Valley
with
possible camp over at Eagle
View

9 Sep

Thrillseekers

2018
29/30
Sep

More info to
follow

Grade

083 630 4318

Brian Moore

1-2

082 842 0064
Kyle Miller
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836 117 441
Day of the Clubs

More info to
follow

Aloe Trail Drive

More info to
follow

2018
14 Oct
2018
27/28
Oct

4-5

More info to
follow

4th Gates at Trailblazers

2018
25 Nov
2018
1/2 Dec
2018

Kyle Miller
836 117 441

Christmas Party @ Killarney
4x4

More details
to follow

5th Gates at Non-Stop
Adventures

More details to
follow

3-5
Russell Slogrove

083 630 4318

Russell Slogrove

083 630 4318

3-5

Non-Club event but worth attending
8 Jul
2018

Scottburgh Classic Car Show
- Only pre 1975 vehicles

Members to
register
themselves

www.scottburghclassiccarshow.co.za

Trail Grading : All our events/trails are graded according to the 5 grades below.
1.

Complete novice soft dirt trail, no low range required. Suitable for all Land Rovers including the Freelander.

2.

Limited low range required but suitable for the novice driver. Suitable for all Land Rovers including the Freelander.

3.

Low range and limited off road knowledge required. Suitable for all Land Rovers with certain trails not suitable for the
Freelander.

4.

A low range technical trail suitable for the experienced. The inexperienced will be able to do the trail, as long as assistance
will be available from the more experienced members. Suitable for all Land Rovers except the Freelander.

5.

Extremely technical , suitable for the experienced and/or modified vehicle only with the possibility of vehicle damage.
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Only 42 Days to go - Namibia Land Rover Festival 2018
Visit www.nambialandroverfestival.com for registration and weekend Program.
Our next lucky draw on entries takes place TOMORROW at 10h00!!




Registration Fee: Entrant’s first Land Rover = N$ 200.00. The 2nd, 3rd, and 4th of your own Land Rover vehicles
for free!! – Lucky draw on Entries!!
Accommodation: Everybody does their own booking and payment.

With great appreciation to all the Uis home-owners and guest houses in and around
Uis everybody will be able to have a place to sleep either in a room or a spot to pitch
their tent. With that said, if you want to come to Uis and are not able to find
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accommodation please contact the organisers, there will always be a Plan B. We
cannot help you if we don’t know about you!!
Food & Drinks at the Festival: There will be a cash bar and food stand during
the Festival days at the venue. A caterer from the Kamanjab area will provide the
best catering you have ever seen in the bush. The variety of good food is enormous,
you can enjoy home-made pies (baked on site), lamb spit, afal potjie, sosaties,
biltong, droë wors, pork chops, BBQ chicken. Their renowned cheeses will be sold as
cheese platters to take on the Sundowner drives. Braai packs will be available for
own barbeque, and there will even be desserts like Chocolate fudge and Peppermint
crisp tart, and finally farm fresh cream and butter. (I told you the variety is huge!)


Competitions: You are welcome to take part in any of the Competitions, payable before-hand on the
registration page www.namibialandroverfestival.com Competition entries at the Festival will be limited. Great
prizes to be won!



Raffle Draw: Stand a chance to win a real Collectors Land Rover when u buy a N$200 raffle ticket. Draw will
take place at the Festival! Tickets available at the Festival.
Land Rover Memorabilia & 4x4 Accessories: Visit the stands for an interesting selection of Land Rover items
for sale, e.g. Caps, T-Shirts, Crafts & Also camping gear.



Namibia Land Rover Festival Ambassador Stickers:
We are having Namibia Land Rover Festival Ambassador Stickers printed for placement on your Landy
doors/rear window for advertising and ‘’team building’’ purposes.
One of these stickers cost N$90, we are requesting members who are prepared to affix these stickers on their
vehicles to please forward your order to info@namibialandoverfestival.com and pay directly into the LRON
bank account. Or if you can have them printed yourself, let me know, and I’ll email the templet.

Like and Share our Festival on the Land Rover Owners Namibia face-book page and be on the lookout for the
amazing competitions and prizes and all other happenings at the Festival from now until then.
If you have any further queries, don’t hesitate to contact me.
Looking forward to welcoming you at the 2018 Namibia Land Rover Festival!

Blessings!
Phellazie Simon
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WE HAVE HAD AN APPROACH FROM ULTIMATE4WDADVENTURE TO BECOME INVOLVED
IN THE EVENT BELOW (SEE THE BROCHURES EMAILED THIS MONTH), SPECIFICALLY AS
THE ORGANISERS WANT LROC KZN TO PARTICIPATE.
THE COMMITTEE HAS TENTATIVELY SUPORTED THE EVENT, HOWEVER IT MUST BE
NOTED THAT ENTRANCE WILL BE RESTRICTED IN TERMS OF NUMBERS, AS THERE IS A
LIMITED FIELD.
ENTRANCE IS VIA A SELECTION PROCESS AND THERE ARE VERY SPECIFIC ENTRY
CRITERIA, AND THE WINDOW FOR ENTERING THE EVENT WILL CLOSE FAIRLY SOON.
I WOULD URGE ALL YOU TO READ THE ATTACHED FLYERS WHICH WILL MAKE IT
EVERYTHING ABOUT THE EVENT REASONABLY CLEAR.
IF THERE ARE ANY MEMBERS WHO WOULD LIKE TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS EVENT,
PLEASE DO NOT DELAY TO NOTIFY THE ORGANISERS AND THE COMMITTEE
THIS EVENT IS NOT FOR EVERYONE, AND MAY CLASH WITH THE DAY IOF THE CLUBS
FOR SOME, BUT THERE MAY WELL BE MEMBERS WHO WOULD WISH TO REPRESENT THE
CLUB AT THIS EVENT.
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUERIES, PLEASE DEAL DIRECTLY WITH THE CONVENOR.
CHAIRMAN
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For Sale
Land Rover Defender 110 Pick Up for Sale! R200 000.00
'Spyker' who has been featured in multiple off road magazines (Land Rover Africa, Land Rover Owners
International, Land Rover Monthly) and is well known in KZN as a BEAST of a landy is up for sale. There is little
that 'Spyker' cannot tackle off-road.













35" tyres with custom rims with bead lockers
Custom transfer box
3 inch custom suspension
Ford 2.5 turbo diesel engine
F&F rocksliders
F&F bullbar and bashplate
F&F custom roll cage
Upgraded front and back propshafts
Newly rebuilt gearbox
New interior roof lining and seat covers
New paint job
Licensed until April 2019

As the owner of F&F, this has been my pride and joy for the last 4 years. I have multiple custom projects that I
will be finishing and the only problem is, that I'll end up with too many landies.
I hate selling Land Rovers and prefer buying them but this is going to have to happen sooner or later. This is not
a normal Landy and never will be. It's not for everyone but if you can see what I can see in it, please give me a
call on 0767669944 - Zack
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I am sadly selling my 1996 Defender TDi 90 as I have run out of space to store it.
Mail : bassetbrew@gmail.com
245000kms
Bull bar
Tow bar
Roof rack c/w spade, axe and hi-lift jack
Ladder
Side bars
Rooftop tent
Cold galvanised e-coated firewall
LED light bar
Massive 160 litre long range tank (removable)
R135000 onco
I am situated in Pennington on the Kzn South Coast.
Tel : 083 778 8988 (Andy Turner)
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New Members
WELCOME TO THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS
Remember it’s your club and you will get out of it what you want to. You have purchased THE BEST 4 x 4 x FAR and
now it’s time to use it. See you at the next club event.

New Members for Newsletter
MemberNo

Prefix

Initials Surname MemberName

657

Mr and W
Mrs

Eilers

William

658

Mr

Eilers

Luke

L

Salutation

Email Address

Date
Joined

M/ship

William and cabinet@iafrica.com 201807
Odette

Full

Luke cabinet@iafrica.com 201807

Full
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Ten Minutes with Andrea Passoni
Tell me about your very first Land Rover?
My first landrover… not as extravagant as a lot of these members of this club. But it’s a 2000 defender 110 Td5.
Bought her a year and a half ago on my birthday. Gecko or Kota is her name, depending on whom you ask, has been
an amazing purchase… no matter how financially incapacitating she can be.
How long have you been 4x4ing and who taught you to 4x4?
I was taught how to 4x4 in Malawi when I was about 9… even though I was too small to reach the pedals.
I used to sit on my father’s lap and steer his old VX Landcruiser.
What land Rover do you drive now?
Gecko / Kota is the only landrover I drive, to be honest she is my only car I now own but probably the best decision I
have made in a long time.
Does your Landy have a name and what inspired that name?
If you have ever owned a Ship the old saying is you should never change the name of a good vessel as it may cause
bad luck.
As a believer of a good sailors superstition the name Gecko was passed down from the previous owner.
However Kota which she has become to be known in the eyes of my girlfriend is derived from the Latin name for a
Gecko.
If you could have one modification/accessory fitted to your Landy, what would it be?
If I could modify her I would probably add a full rear drawer system for the practicality of having an organised vehichle
which I must say mine is far from but trying to slowly change that.
What is your favorite Land Rover memory?
My favourite land rover memory dates back to when I was 8, on safari in Zambia in the majestic Luangwa valley.
In one of the remote parts of this national park during the dry season it poured down with rain and we went out on a
night drive… South Luangwa is known for its black cotton soil which has quicksand tendencies.
After having an amazing pride of lions sighting we proceeded to get back to the road (this being Zambia no tar roads
exist more like brilliant dirt tracks) we catch a lovely patch of black cotton soil and that was it.
Stuck, no less than 30 meters from this pride of lions thankfully still with some light we had to strategically get out of the
car and dig around the wheels and place whatever we could find (shrubs mainly) to try and gain traction.
We finally managed to move while the lions started to find interest as to what we were doing.
What is your worst Land Rover memory?
This is a hard one, don’t think I have any.. apart from the costs…
Where have you been in your Land Rover?
I have not travelled far enough in my landy yet.
But so far I have only been in Lesotho and around the northern part of KZN (thembe, saint lucia)
Which place was your favourite?
I find Lesotho insatiable, but spending the night on the beaches of Saint lucia (not sure if your allowed too but did
anyway) stunning.
Where would you still like to travel to in your Landy?
I am looking at heading to Namibia / Botswana Makadikadi Basin, Mozambique and then a trip all the way back to
Malawi when I have a chance.
If you could own any Land Rover (besides what you own already) what would it be and why?
As all Land Rover lovers I would love to have a Series 1.
Kenneth Jones’s influence, after jumping into and while being in the vehicle she can make you grin from ear to ear no
matter the weather.
Besides land-rovering what else do you enjoy doing?
I enjoy hiking / spear fishing when I am not being thrown around by the indian ocean.
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I enjoy the outdoors no matter what the activity I am willing if I haven’t done it already.
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Past events
KZN LROC Visit to Tembe Elephant Reserve
15th to 18th June 2018
The annual visit by members of the KZN LROC to Tembe Elephant Game Reserve took place over
a cool weekend from Friday, 15th June to Monday, 18th June 2018.
As usual the bookings were filled within hours of the first announcement and 22 members and their
families with eight Land Rovers were expected. Unfortunately one party did not make it due to
electrical problems with their Defender.
The variation on vehicles that did make it, well most of them, was wide with:
 Two Defender Td5 110
 Two Defender Puma 110
 One Discovery 1
 One Discovery 2
 One Discovery 3 (Well, we’ll talk about that later), and
 One Discovery 4
Howard and Cristina planned to arrive a day early as they are also Honorary Officers, but not
members of the Tembe Group, as Tembe need some advice on the structure of Observation Towers.
Howard is what they call an oxymoron, a Civil Engineer. (Whoever heard about a CIVIL Engineer ?)
Anyway their trip in their Disco 3 started unremarkably, leaving Hilton early in the morning, crawling
through the mess at Umhlanga on the N3, coffee at the Shell garage near Kwadukuza, then onward
up the N3 passing Hluhluwe and on to Jozini; all uneventful. All was going well past Bhabanana,
where they filled up, and then on to the last, good, straight tar road to the Tembe Gate.
But then, 24km from the Tembe Gate, with absolutely no warning whatsoever, there was a huge and
sudden BANG and the Disco came to an abrupt halt!!!
Now what? So we call the AA; they were hopeless, did not know where we were and wanted nearly
R8000 to tow us to the nearest Land Rover agent in Empangeni and we would have to wait for four
hours.
So, I phoned Rory Milbank, the Honorary Officer in charge at Tembe, and within an hour and a half,
two HOs were with us and one, regrettably a Toyota, towed us to the Tembe Gate. But more of this
later !!
Then on Friday the members of the LROC started to arrive. And the most amazing fellowship
commenced !
Friday evening was a get-together braai and we introduced ourselves to all present and then early to
bed.
Over the next two days all of us wandered around the Tembe Elephant Reserve in places where the
general public are not allowed and saw the most amazing wildlife and scenery:
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Elephant – of course, but the largest and most magnificent in Africa
Lion – a mother with four cubs
Leopard – right in the middle of the road !!
Nyala – hundreds of them
Impala – ditto
Buffalo – some huge herds
Red Duiker – right next to the camp fence
Zebra – newly introduced to the Reserve
Blue Wildebeest – also newly introduced
Samango Monkey

And the birds !!
Not sure what the total count was, but we saw;
 Long Crested Eagle
 Martial Eagle
 Brown Snake Eagle
 Jackal Buzzard
 Yellow-fronted Longclaw
 Cardinal Woodpecker
 Fork-tailed Drongo
 Burchell’s Coucal
 Redbilled Oxpecker
 Lilac-breasted Roller
 Egyptian Goose
 Hadeda Ibis
 White-faced Whistling Duck
 Common Moorhen
 And many, many LBJs
The fellowship continued on Saturday evening with the Honorary Officers doing a HUGE potjie of
Nyala venison which was absolutely amazing.
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And some sightings !!
One of the big guys you didn’t
want to argue with. We had to
back-up for over 1km to appease
him.
His name is Rudi and
notorious for his aggression!!
Look at those tusks!!
Then some other sightings:
A HUGE Buffalo bull

Nyala bull

Zebras and Oxpeckers

Brown Snake Eagle
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Yellow-fronted Longclaw

Lilac-breasted Roller

And the fellowship continued over Sunday and for the last evening we all got together (actually where
else could we go?), and this amazing photo around the camp fire:
As always,
Tembe did
not
disappoint
and it was a
weekend to
remember
forever.
We were
very grateful
for the
consolations
we received
on the
disaster with
our Disco
and also
very grateful
for those
who gave us
seats in their Landies to take us around the Reserve.
And we, as the KZN LROC, are in deep appreciation of the Tembe Ndumo Honorary Officers for
allowing us the opportunity of visiting this pristine area that is not available to the general public.
In addition, Cristina and I were most grateful to Gordon and Julie who took us all the way home to
Hilton and, on the way, showed us the Cashew Nut Farm in the middle of nowhere. You need to go
there, the Cashew Nuts are for nothing!!
But our hero of the weekend must be Rick Sparks, an Honorary Officer and Land Rover owner based
in Empangeni, who organised a tow of the Disco back to Pietermaritzburg for less than half the cost
of the AA’s quote. Guess who’s about to resign from the AA ?
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Post Script:
After its delivery to Pietermaritzburg, the Disco was taken to Brad Perks and after his
examination it would be appear to be a crankshaft failure. Mega bucks to fix…….. And
probably a write off…… Sadly, such are Disco 3s….
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Valley Drive on the 24 June 2018
It started out quite a chilly morning although the sun was shining. There was a nasty wind blowing
and clouds being pushed with intense speed
across the sky. When we arrived at Watercrest
Mall in Waterfall, we found we were not the only
early birds. One other vehicle had already
arrived. We had some coffee and something to
eat and waited for the rest of the land rover club
members to arrive.
After a driver briefing, we made our way out of
the parking lot at around 8:30am and hit the road
on the way to the valley.
We had quite a large group of members join us
for the drive, including some newer members.
Mark and Andrew took the lead and Kyle was
at the back on the convoy.
After a while Mark stopped and we regrouped
all the vehicles and took photos. The scenery
was breath-taking as we had climbed high out
of the valley and now overlooked part of the
river valley. After getting some refreshments,
as it was now beginning to warm up quite
nicely, it was back on road.

We then came to a particularly muddy section.
When it was our turn to drive through, Russell
put his foot down so that Green Dragon wouldn’t
bog down and we could feel her sliding sideways
through this section.
Finally all the land rovers were through this
section and we continued on our way.
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The route that Mark had decided to take is one
that is followed by a fellow off roader who leads
members of the public who own 4x4’s but have
never been off-roading. There are numerous
river crossing in this area. The last time we had
driven this way, our one rear air-bag had sprung
a leak and we had no suspension on the back of
Green Dragon. I was driving and our daughter
was sitting in the front with me while her fiancé
and Russell were sitting in the back. A few days
before when we had done the recce for the drive,
I had created some amazing bow waves with
Green Dragon.
Mark’s daughter kept climbing out of Zebra and
wading across these rivers and taking photos of
the vehicles as they came through and past her.
Each time she had to empty out her gum boots
before she got back into Zebra. Her socks were
sopping wet as well.
We eventually stopped at Mfula Stores so that
some of the guys could stock up on refreshments
and the ladies could use the ablutions. None of
the other places that we stopped at have
ablutions of any sort and the one that does, the building is in a total state of disrepair.
Once everyone was finished stocking up and
using the ablutions, we went across the pipeline
bridge and turned right and towards went to the
opposite bank of a spot where we have had
lunch at before.
To get there the one section was extremely
narrow and the vehicles were almost lying
against the one bank in order to make their way
up the road. When we got to the river again,
Mark lined the vehicles up in a road facing away
from the river up the bank and photos were
taken.
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It was then time to go to Big Rock and have some
lunch. We took the river bank route back to the
pipeline bridge and made our way to Big Rock.
Fires were lit and soon the smell of sizzling meat filled
the air. It had turned out quite warm during the day,
so jackets and jerseys were stuffed into the land

Photo by Brian Moore
rovers for later on when we left the valley and
the sun began to set. Russell and I left before
anyone else as he was keen to get home for
the motorbike racing. I took this photo of the
river to show that this section is beginning to
widen slowly. Just a few months ago, this
section was so narrow that you could probably have stepped over from one side of the grass to the
other. Hopefully this is a good sign and that our
dams are starting to fill up properly and there will
be no threat of water restrictions any time soon.
Thanks Kyle for organising this drive and thanks
Mark for leading the group. A fantastic day with
great people. Looking forward to the next one.
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Something Technical
Why You Need a Differential. Car wheels spin at different speeds, especially when turning. ... But
the driven wheels are linked together so that a single engine and transmission can turn both
wheels. If your car did not have a differential, the wheels would have to be locked together, forced
to spin at the same speed.

What is the main purpose of a differential?
Wheels receive power from the engine via a drive shaft. The wheels that receive power and make
the vehicle move forward are called the drive wheels. The main function of the differential gear is to
allow the drive wheels to turn at different rpms while both receiving power from the engine.
How often do you need to change the differential fluid?
Most manufacturers recommend that the differential fluid be changed every 30,000 to 60,000
miles. It is a messy job, and should be done by a licensed mechanic.

Why does a differential go out?
If rear differential noise occurs while accelerating the car only at a certain speed, itis likely
because the gears have become worn due to overloading and lubrication failure. ... Overly
worn out bearings tend to make a howling noise when they do not properly support the gears.

What are the symptoms of low differential fluid?
Differential or transmission are whining. One of the symptoms that is most commonly associated
with bad or failing differential or gear oil is a noisy transmission or differential. If the gear oil runs
low, or becomes excessively dirty, it can cause the gears to whine or howl as they turn.
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Just for fun
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