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LROC KZN Committee
Chairman : Brian Moore
chairman@landroverclub.org.za
social@landroverclub.org.za
Cell : 082 842 0064
Vice Chairman : Kingsley Kemp
vicechairman@landroverclub.org.za
Cell : 082 670 9063
Treasurer & Membership : Brendan Mitchell
treasurer@landroverclub.org.za
membership@landroverclub.org.za
Cell : 083 282 4318
Secretary : Bridget Slogrove
secretary@landroverclub.org.za
Webmaster : Trevor Slogrove & Douglas Hendrikz
web@landroverclub.org.za
Trevor Slogrove (Cell : 071 873 4290)
Douglas Hendrikz (Cell : 083 789 3684)
Gates & Trails :
gates@landroverclub.org.za
Kyle Miller (Cell : 083 611 7441)
Etienne van Zyl (Cell : 081 756 0581)
Heinz Stegen (Cell : 082 895 4208)
Douglas Hendrikz (Cell : 083 789 3684)
Newsletter Editor : Bridget Slogrove
newsletter@landroverclub.org.za
Bridget.Slogrove@gmail.com
Cell : 083 270 0238

Disclaimer : The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Club’s committee or members and may be
incorrect.
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Editor’s Letter
Today, our grandson is 4 weeks old already. My, how time flies. Jacqui had a check up with her doctor
and her dressing was removed and she still had one stitch but that was left in to dissolve by itself.
Clayton was also seen by his doctor and he has put on weight since leaving the hospital (he is now in excess
of 2.9kg and growing quickly. Far too quickly I fear.
This photo shows him
sleeping on his
stomach – yes, his
stomach and I know
some people will say
that you should not lie
a baby on their
stomach but Clayton
tends to settle better
in his crib if he is
sleeping on his
tummy instead of on his back or side.
The second photo is of Clayton and Leo, Jacqui and Michael’s second
rescue cat. He is a really big cat and extremely gentle. I can see a
great bond starting to develop between the two of them.
The week after the AGM on the 28th of February, the committee made the decision to have a face to face
meeting. This was the first meeting where we had gone to another committee members home since the
middle of March 2020. It was really good to get out and see the other committee members in the flesh so to
speak. We did have Zoom meetings for most of the previous year but many times due to band width and
bad internet connections, we more than often switched our videos off and only had sound. As we had
officially voted Douglas and Trevor onto the committee, we decided to have the meeting at Douglas and
Erika’s house. Debonair’s Pizza for supper and a couple of drinks later and a very successful meeting was
had.
Brian declared the winner of Part 1 of the Treasure Hunt series. Just because you did not get a chance to go
and do this during the month of February to the beginning of March, does not mean that you can’t still go
and do the challenge. Please let Brian know if you do go and what you think and if you found out any other
information about the area.
Part 2 of the Treasure Hunt is now finished and the winner is (due to them sending me all the required
photos) … - see the write up below.
Part 3 of the Treasure Hunt has been set up by Trevor Slogrove and proves to be quite a challenge but
proves to be an extremely interesting outing. I’m not a history fanatic but when he came home and said
that it would be an awesome place for a Club Treasure Hunt, he and I spent a fair amount of time
googling the history of the area. I am out of the running as I have seen all the photos and I helped him do
some of the research after he went to investigate the area on Friday 2nd April.
Please follow the instructions fully to find the two entrances as the easy route may
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be a bit of a challenge but his manageress managed to enter the premises to get to
the area on Sunday 4th April, that he is sending you to.
The area’s that your committee and other club
members who want to set up a hunt, are sending you to,
are really interesting places that many of us would
never
dream of
going to.
Some of
our
members
braved the
elements (heat and cold) to assist George Goswell with doing
traffic control at this year’s Dusi Canoe Marathon. Well
done to all those who helped.
We also held a memorial drive for Don Erwin on Sunday 28th March which went off really well – see my
write up further on in this newsletter.
April sees the 1st Gates competition in since the last gates towards the end of 2019 as well as the Tembe
Elephant Fund Raising weekend. For those newcomers, there is a trophy for the 1st place for both Modified
as well as Standard class vehicles. These are handed out at a prize giving after each gates competition, of
which there are five during the year. At the AGM, we announce the overall winner of the gates competition
in each class and these members each receive a floating trophy with their names engraved which they keep
until a month before the next year’s AGM. I will be sending out a Whatsapp on the In-Touch group with
details of the time to meet on the Saturday morning as we will be doing the setup on the Saturday.
Until we see each other again, keep safe and stay well.
Your newsletter editor
Bridget Slogrove
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Calendar of Forthcoming Events
LROC KZN Provisional Events Diary 2021
When

What & Where

Contact
Information person

9th Mar - 8th
Apr 2021

Treasure Hunt Part 2

Email sent
by Bridget

Bridget
0832700238

9th Apr - 8th
May 2021

Treasure Hunt Part 3

Details to
follow

Trevor
081 276 6008

9th May - 8th
Jun 2021

Treasure Hunt Part 4

Details to
follow

Keith Oliver
084 402 0202

18th Mar - 20th
Mar 2021

Dusi Canoe Marathon

Emails sent
by George

George
0836581324

28th Mar 2021

Valley Drive in memory
of Don Erwin

Details to
follow

1-3

11th Apr 2021

1st Gates of 2021 at
Non-stop Adventures

Details to
follow

3&5

23rd to 27th Apr
2021

Tembe Elephant
Fundraising weekend

Emails sent
by Bridget

16th May 2021

Ngoye Forest, Mtunzini

Details to
follow

30th May 2021

2nd Gates of 2021 at
High-Stakes

Details to
follow

Grade

Bridget
0832700238

3&5

Trail Grading : All our events/trails are graded according to the 5 grades below.
1. Complete novice soft dirt trail, no low range required. Suitable for all Land Rovers including the Freelander.
2. Limited low range required but suitable for the novice driver. Suitable for all Land Rovers including the Freelander.
3. Low range and limited off road knowledge required. Suitable for all Land Rovers with certain trails not suitable for the Freelander.
4. A low range technical trail suitable for the experienced. The inexperienced will be able to do the trail, as long as assistance will be
available from the more experienced members. Suitable for all Land Rovers except the Freelander.
5. Extremely technical. Suitable for the experienced and/or modified vehicle only with the possibility of vehicle damage.
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New Members
Remember, it’s your club and you will get out of it what you want to. You have purchased THE BEST 4 x 4 x
FAR and now it’s time to use it. See you at the next club event.
New Members for Newsletter
MemberNo Prefix Initials Surname MemberName Salutation
692

Mr
and
Mrs

S

Holmes

Steven

Email Address

Cell Date
M/ship
No Joined

Steven s.p.holmes@absamail.co.za 082 202104 Full
and Paula
836
1286
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Previous events
The Duzi Canoe marathon 2021 by Heinz Stegen
2021 marks the 70th anniversary since the very first one that took place on the 22nd of December 1951.
That event was planned by Ian Player and took quite a few days to finish having had to contend with a
drought situation and then flooding half way into the race.

The Land Rover owners club has been involved in marshalling for a number of years, of which George
Goswell has been involved for over 20 years. I have had the pleasure of being involved for the first time
this year and fortunately marking the 70th birthday of the event.

On day one, Russel picked me up from my home at 04.15 and we made our way to the BP one stop on the
N3 just before Cato Ridge. There we met up with the rest of the crew and the rations for the marshals
were distributed and the rules and regulations and the planning of who mans what point were discussed.
At 05.00 we started up and hit the road towards PMB. At Ashburton we turned off and headed east
towards the Duzi River. Still travelling in darkness, we came across two fully grown Nyala bulls right on the
edge of the road, what an unexpected sighting. A few kilometres further we arrived at the first Marshalling
point and everyone set up their control points where they were able to control traffic and pedestrians. No
spectators were allowed due to the Corona virus situation. Russel and myself didn’t see much of the
canoeists because our control point was a distance away from the first road crossing. Every now and again
we made turns to go closer to see some action. My perception of what marshalling the Duzi meant, was
totally wrong. We actually saw so little of what was happening during the race because we had to control
access to the different bridges and road crossings so that the canoeists had an uninterrupted race as far as
possible. After 7am we got fairly busy due to people going to work, teachers and scholars going to
school and the community in the area going about their daily tasks. One very unfortunate incident was
that one of the farms in the area was attacked early that morning. The elderly couple was very
fortunate to survive the incident and the community supports their members very
well.
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When all the canoeists were past our control point, we packed up and made our
way further downstream where we actually saw quite a bit action and some very beautiful scenery. The
water level of the river was quite high due to the recent rains in the area and the sluices of Hazelmere
dam were also opened to ensure enough water for a good canoe marathon. Around 700 canoeists took
part in this year’s race and although quite smaller than previous races, still very interesting.

We came across a couple of Land Rover club members also taking part in the race and they caused quite a
reaction from the members on the banks of the river best not shown in this article, all part of the fun,
(What happens on the Duzi, Stays on the Duzi).
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Our overnight camp spot was comfortable with all the
necessary facilities needed. We arrived there fairly early to set up our
stretchers and sleeping bags and just relax for the rest of the day.
I found this funny looking canoe on one of the vehicles and told them that
I was sure it didn’t comply with the rules and regulations of the organisers,
they just looked at me, wonder why?
On day two we were up very early and were on the road to the next control point by 5am, we saw a lot
more action as we overlooked the river and could see all the canoeists as they came down the river. Single,
double and triple canoes were to be seen. Some guys took the wrong turn and got stuck on sand banks and
on rocks that were covered by water.

When all the canoeists were past our control area, we packed up and went down stream to cool off, it was
a very hot day down in the valley, with no cloud cover and we needed to cool down a bit and get out of the
sun. Hippo rock seemed to be just the right spot to do just that and we pulled in there. A few rescue
vehicles were parked there and were on standby in case an emergency occurred.

While we were cooling down in the river, the helicopter came down to assist with the cooling process
or to see who these hooligans were in the river without their canoes. Myself first
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and then Ryan brought some cold refreshments down to the guys to help fight the
heat. When the last of the canoes went past, we packed up and went downstream to the next camp
site. On the way down, we came across the Duzi bus and a few other vehicles on the way to big rock
blocking the road. We found out it was the Bus that thought the river crossing was too deep and
needed some assistance. Theo had crossed over at the campsite to get ahead of the roadblock to get
them through the river. The rescue didn’t quite go to plan as the bus’s steering rod got a bit bent as it got
caught on a few rocks but a bit of work on it ensured that we could carry on. At big rock, some of the guys
couldn’t resist crossing over the rock instead of going around at the amazement of some of the spectators
in the convoy never having seen the wild Land rover guys in action after a few courage building beers.
Needless to say that the bus had to be rescued again but on the other side we had to spend quite a bit of
time, eventually George removed the steering arm and had it straightened after which it worked as new.
Needless to say, that we arrived in camp at sunset and far too late for George to attend the feedback
meeting. Braai fires were lit and drinks were had and not too long afterwards we hit the sacks.
We got up very early on day three and packed up to go to the next control points that was too far away for
us to see anything other than officials and support crew going to the bridge crossing the river. We set up
the gazebo to be out of the sun because there were no clouds to keep us cool. An elderly couple was
robbed of their cell phone closer to the river and all we could do, was to warn everyone going down to
take care.

This VW was very unfortunate to break down but very fortunate that it happened right where we were
stationed and the lady and her daughter were able to call a recovery vehicle and be safe while they waited
for them to arrive.
That my dear friends, concludes my very first involvement of the Duzi canoe marathon and to be able to
share it with so many others that have never been part of this event. The involvement of the Land
Rover club in this event absolutely crucial and without it, there would be such chaos on all the river
crossings and the locals would not be able to go about their daily tasks as they can
now.
11

Don Erwin Memorial Drive
Sunday 28 March 2021
We left home early and picked up Heinz. I was driving as Russell
had a pinched nerve in his hip and his left leg was extremely sore.
We arrived at Watercrest Mall to find a large number of land
rovers already assembled. After getting bread rolls, margarine and
coffee, and then calling the drivers to attention for the run down of
what to expect during
the day, we set off with
19 vehicles. Once
down in the valley,
Theo decided to lead
the modified vehicles
through the “Super Tubes”. The standard vehicles continued
behind Haig and we stopped on the side of the road where the
others would rejoin the
rest of the group
Once they joined us, we continued in the direction of big rock and
just before the Mqeku River Picnic Site, we turned right and
started one of many river crossings. Due to the vast amount of
rain that we have had recently, we could see evidence of the water
level having been really high. At a couple of the river crossings,
we had water coming into through the bottom of the doors. Being
an almost 20 year old car, the door rubbers have perished and are
no longer keeping the water out as well as they used to. Luckily it
wasn’t too much water though. Russell and Heinz spotted a water monitor sunning itself along the way.
The convoy had by now split up again as the modified vehicles
had hung back at the big rock and some had even gone through
the swamp and got themselves stuck (I seem to remember George
Goswell being one). The standard class drivers continued driving
through rivers until we eventually reached the shebeen where we
were to wait for the rest of the convoy to catch up. They duly
arrived and Theo
drove down the bank
and then turned and
drove back up the
bank into the road.
Kingsley drove down the bank, following Theo and then turned
and Russell, seeing what Kingsley was about to do, told him
there was no way that he would be able to drive up the same
place that Theo had just driven up. Kingsley had to prove
Russell wrong and put his foot down, only to come to a
sudden stop at the top of the bank. The back propshaft had broken. This was now
going to have to be removed.
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Haig decided that it was best to now take the standard class drivers on to Jacques
spot and we left and followed him through the valley. We
hadn’t gone too far and we were driving up a pretty steep
hill, which we recognised as being a place where a vehicle
had broken down a couple years ago when a water pipe had
come loose and all the water had poured out. All of a sudden
Haig came over the radio, saying he had no drive at all. An oil
pipe to the oil coiler
had split and all the
oil had poured out.
One of the other
members towed Haig’s vehicle to the top of the hill where we
stopped on a flat
stretch of road and all
the members started
hunting in their
vehicles for ATF oil.
He managed to get enough bottles to almost fill the unit
completely again one he had cut the pipe and re-attached it.
While Haig was busy, Theo joined us. He told us that they had
sorted Kingsley’s
vehicle out and had
just started on the route to join us when the one side shaft on
Kingsley’s vehicle snapped. He went from driving a 4x4 to a 4x2
to a 4x1. Between
Brendan and Louis,
they towed Kingsley
to Brendan’s house
and then went back to
Theo’s to get a spare
propshaft. Kingsley
made it home safely
that afternoon. One their way out of the valley, they stopped at
one of the bridges (Marian Foley, if I am not mistaken) and
threw the flowers into the river.
Haig was now mobile again, and we set off to the braai spot.
The trail that we eventually turned onto was a trail where the last
time we drove it, the roadway had suddenly disappeared into a
great big hole in front of us and Trevor and one of Brendan’s
sons had jumped down into it and all you could see was their
heads sticking out of the hole. At this point, I lost my balls (or
nerve). I jumped out and Russell took over the driving and it
was just as well. The terrain (to me anyway) was not
condusive to easy driving. Russell thoroughly enjoyed the
drive down the hill. At the bottom, one we got onto the normal
road again, I drove again.
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We arrived at Jacques spot to find the modified guys who had already started to
braai. Somehow, they had missed us along the way
(obviously they had taken a different route). George and
Kenneth, although they had already done their speeches
about Don to the guys that were with them originally and
they had all thrown
their flowers,
thankfully redid
their speeches for
the rest of us and I
had a bunch of
flowers which I
handed out and we all threw our flowers into the river. We put
our meat on the
braai and once
everyone had
eaten, we headed
back towards big rock and out of the valley.
It was a really enjoyable day and although the convoy was
split up for most of the day, it was a great drive with great
people. Thanks again to all those who joined us and welcome
to all the newcomers. See you all soon at the next event.
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Treasure Hunt Part 2 by Bridget Slogrove
Before I was even asked or offered to do Part 2 of the Treasure Hunts, I had an idea of where I wanted to
go. Kenneth Stainbank Nature Reserve. Just down the road from us and with plenty of game to see.
The Saturday before the AGM, Russell and Trever both happened to be working so I asked Michael Penny if
he would like to join me. He arrived at our house just before 11am and we headed down in Green Dragon.
We were home just before 2pm and I was really impressed. The only other time I had ever been there, was
when our daughter and son-in-law had done a trail run there and I had gone to watch them. I sent out the
map and there were certain photos that I wanted as well as the history of the venue.
I have put the winners photos and the history that were sent to me first and then added other very interesting
photos that the other members sent to me.
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The winners of Part 2 are Neville and Karin Watson in Mr Landy. Well done to you both. I
will message you and make arrangements to drop off your box of chocolates.
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These are a couple
of the other photos
that Neville and
Karin took while
they were exploring
the venue.
The following is the
history that they sent
me of the venue.

CODEMORE HISTORY
It was built by Dering Stainbank in 1885 as a family home and is situated an easy 15-minute drive
south of Durban. The 253 hectare nature reserve, or rather ‘Green lung’, home to many species of
antelope, zebra and abundant birdlife, was donated by Kenneth Stainbank to the people of South
Africa over 50 years ago and is currently managed by Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife.
DURBAN’S BEST KEPT SECRET
Coedmore Castle has remained in the family for 4 generations, and contains many of the original
household contents including furniture from the 19th century, old family portraits and antique
silverware. Although donated to the state by Kenneth Stainbank, the family currently manages it. It
was open to the public for guided tours, school outings and hire of the grounds for small weddings,
functions and photography, but is presently closed due to vandalism and COVID.
Coedmore Castle is situated in the Stainbank Nature Reserve. Mrs Elizabeth Keith, is the
granddaughter of the founder of 'Coedmore Castle', magnificent home, which was also the home
of the important sculptor, MARY STAINBANK .
The site on the south bank of the Umhlatuzana River is rich in history, being known as the
Ndaba Nkulu during the reign of King Chaka. Dering Stainbank commissioned two Scottish
stonemasons to build the 'castle in 1882.
17

Bring yourselves, friends, family, and enjoy the garden where you may
even see the friendly zebras. Tucked away in the heart of Kenneth Stainbank Nature Reserve
is Coedmore - a gracious old family home built in 1885, over 120 years ago.
As the castle has remained in the family since it was built, it contains many of the original
household contents giving a fascinating insight into life in a bygone era.
Museum
Opened in 2013, the Mary Stainbank Memorial Gallery houses the work of Mary Agnes Stainbank,
a renowned contributor to Modernist art. Keith tells us that: “Those familiar with her work are
delighted that there is now somewhere where they can view it, whilst people who are not familiar
with it are amazed that a woman born at the end of the 19th century produced such powerful art,
which remains relevant today.”
The buildings presently house the WILDERNESS LEADERSHIP SCHOOL.
When I started doing research and setting up the treasure hunt, I was looking to see if we could tour the castle and
found an email address. I sent an email and this was the reply I received. Mrs Elizabeth Keith has sadly passed away
and until such time that the state makes their decision, the castle tours are not happening.
Mon, Mar 1,
10:57 AM

birtwhistle@mweb.co.za
to me

Dear Bridget
Thank-you for you email and interest in doing a Castle tour. Unfortunately due to the death of our mother,
the ownership of Coedmore Castle now vests in the State. Until we have received clarity from the State as
to their intentions for the use of the building and grounds, we are currently unable to take any bookings for
tours or venue hire.
We apologize for any inconvenience and thank for your understanding.

Kind regards,
Jenny Keith

Apart from Neville
and Karin, the other
people to enjoy the
venue were Brian,
Sybil and their
family
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Clifford, Stacey and her mom.

Johan Scheepers and Bronwyn Mack went with Brendan and Liesel Mitchell. Unfortunately, the email they sent me
was a PDF and I cannot copy and past any of the photos out of the attachment.
Keith and Shirley Oliver
– they managed to find
the site of the actual
well on the property.
What we thought was
the well, was actually a
silo.

Rob and Kerry Pollock sent these photos
with their collection. They were the only
people to get a photo of a crocodile. Brian
sent them to me and then we couldn’t make
up our minds whether it was real or not. I
definitely didn’t see one when I was there
but Russell and I will be going and will
keep our eyes open for this crocodile. The
second looks like a next of some kind.
Thank you to all those people who went to
the venue and sent so many amazing photos.
I hope you all enjoyed yourselves. You
may still go to the venue and look at the
points that I plotted.
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