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LROC KZN Committee :
Chairman: Brian Moore
chairman@landroverclub.org.za
social@landroverclub.org.za
Cell: 082 842 0064
Vice Chairman: Kingsley Kemp
vicechairman@landroverclub.org.za
Cell: 082 670 9063
Treasurer, Webmaster and membership :
Brendan Mitchell
treasurer@landroverclub.org.za web@landroverclub.org.za
membership@landroverclub.org.za
Cell: 083 2824318
Secretary: Andrew Kirkbride
secretary@landroverclub.org.za
Cell: 079 743 6488
Gates/Trails :
gates@landroverclub.org.za
Russell Slogrove (Cell: 083 630 4318)
Kyle Miller (Cell: 083 611 7441) (Gates and Trails)
Dylan Mickleburgh (Cell: 083 440 6086)
Etienne van Zyl (Cell: 081 756 0581)
Heinz Stegen (Cell : 082 895 4208)
Newsletter Editor: Bridget Slogrove
newsletter@landroverclub.org.za or bridget.slogrove@gmail.com
Cell: 083 270 0238

Disclaimer :
The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Club’s committee or members and
may be incorrect.
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Editors Letter
July 2019 was quite a busy month for the Land Rover Owners KZN club members with four different events taking
place (not all club events) but events that our members could participate in. Unfortunately, Russell and I were only
able to attend the 3rd Gates at the end of the month. I would like to take the opportunity to thank those members who
sent the write ups for these events to me so that I could add them into the newsletter. Without these stories, if Russell
and I are not at the event, then nobody gets to see what you saw and experienced.
I need all the new as well as old members who have never sent me their member profile to please take a couple minutes
to complete the questions below so that I can put them into the newsletter When you email me your profile, please add
two photos of your land rover. If you have more than one, then you can send me two photos of each of your land
rovers. These profiles are so that other members can see what you have experienced and where you have been that
they have not been.
Tell me about your very first Land Rover?
How long have you been 4x4ing and who taught you to 4x4?
What land Rover do you drive now?
Does your Landy have a name and what inspired that name?
If you could have one modification/accessory fitted to your Landy, what would it be?
What is your favorite Land Rover memory?
What is your worst Land Rover memory?
Where have you been in your Land Rover?
Which place was your favorite?
Where would you still like to travel to in your Landy?
If you could own any Land Rover (besides what you own already) what would it be and why?
Besides land-rovering what else do you enjoy doing?

I also need “Your Stories”. This is a write up of where you have been in your land rover during the school holidays,
over long weekends or just whenever you get the urge to go adventuring in your land rover. You can send me five
photos (or more) if the story is very long and label each photo so that when I post them into the newsletter with your
story, everyone will know what the photos are referring to. These stories can also be your experiences in doing a
rebuild of a land rover and even repairs to your land rover which will go a long way in assisting other members who
have the same problem that you had.
Russell was still waiting for his two parts for the Range Rover to arrive. Unfortunately, when he did the order, he
organised for the parcels to be sent from overseas to us by normal post. Once the parcel’s left their source and were out
of their country of origin, he could no longer track them. He did manage to send an email to our postal service and he
received a response to say that there was a backlog of parcels and they would send his as soon as possible. Hopefully
he would receive them in August.
I hope everyone read last month’s newsletter and enjoyed the Dundee to Dundee part. I will not be putting the next
couple of months in this newsletter as there are so many other photos and the newsletter can only be a certain size for
me to be able to email it out to you. Stay tuned for the next instalment in next month’s newsletter.
Your editor
Bridget Slogrove
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Calendar of forthcoming events
LROC KZN PROVISIONAL EVENTS DIARY 2018/2019
When

What, where

9 - 11
Aug
2019
24/25
Aug
2019

Trip to Mkuzi

4th Gates

Sep 19
29 Sep
2019
12 - 13
Oct 2019
20 Oct

Non-stop Adventures
Campover at Kingsley's in
Boston
and drive
Umfolozi/Hluluwe

CONTACT
PERSON

Grade

Brian Moore
More details to
follow

31 Aug 1 Sep 19
14 - 15

2019
2/3
Nov
2019

Information

082 842 0064
Etienne van Zyl

3-5

More details to
follow

081 756 0581

More details to
follow

Kingsley Kemp
082 459 4938

4-5

Kyle Miller

1-3

More details to
follow

Valley Drive

083 611 7441

Day of the clubs
Full Dusi Drive

Killarney 4x4

5th Gates
Big Rock

1-3

More details to
follow

Russell Slogrove
More details to
follow

3-5

083 630 4318

Trail Grading : All our events/trails are graded according to the 5 grades below.
1.

Complete novice soft dirt trail, no low range required. Suitable for all Land Rovers including the Freelander.

2.

Limited low range required but suitable for the novice driver. Suitable for all Land Rovers including the Freelander.

3.

Low range and limited off road knowledge required. Suitable for all Land Rovers with certain trails not suitable for the
Freelander.

4.

A low range technical trail suitable for the experienced. The inexperienced will be able to do the trail, as long as assistance
will be available from the more experienced members. Suitable for all Land Rovers except the Freelander.

5.

Extremely technical , suitable for the experienced and/or modified vehicle only with the possibility of vehicle damage.
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New Members
WELCOME TO THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS
Remember it’s your club and you will get out of it what you want to. You have purchased THE BEST 4 x 4 x FAR and
now it’s time to use it. See you at the next club event.

New Members for Newsletter
MemberNo
668

Prefix

Initials Surname MemberName

Mr and K
Mrs

Calitz

Keith

Salutation

Email Address

Date
Joined

Keith and keith@caseyservices.co.za 201908
Fiona

M/ship
Full
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For sale
TDI FOR SALE - CONTACT Anthony Quinton 079 015 6001
Details:
LR Defender 110 Tdi Station Wagon
Year 1995
Colour White
Mileage 310 000
Full service and maintenance records
BF Goodrich AT tyres with relatively low
mileage (see picture)
Accessories:
Alpine radio/CD with 4 speakers
Alarm/immobilizer Vesa level 4 (with
Certificate of Approval)
Air con
Dual battery system with 12v sockets
Long range fuel tank
Water tank
Steering and sump protector plate
Bull bar
Spots
Outback roof rack (polished) with spade bracket
and spade
Stairs to roof rack
Outback drawer system
Original rear seats removed for installation of
drawer system
Cargo rail
Cover for vehicle
Rear detachable working light
2nd spare wheel roof rack attachment
High-lift jack
Brand new Conti Track spare tyre on door
Asking price R145 000
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LROC KZN Trail driving and Gates Rules
On the recent valley drive, and after in-depth discussions at our last committee meeting, we wish to bring
the following points to your attention (even if you have been a member for a while, please take time to go
through these points and familiarise yourselves with them as sometimes we tend to forget when we on a
drive or doing the gates).
For the new member who have not yet joined us for these drives or for the gates – LROC KZN does not
charge you to go on a trail drive or to enter the gates competitions. Where we go to a venue such as
Killarney 4x4 or Non-Stop Adventures, we negotiate a price with the owners of the venues for the day we
do setup (this is normally at no charge) as well as a camping fee where applicable and a fee for the actual
day of the event. These fees are payable by those members joining us. Where we are holding the gates at an
area such as Big Rock in the Inanda Dam Valley, there is obviously no charge to get into the venue.
The following applies to trail driving –
1. When you arrive in future at a trail drive, please ensure that you arrive at least 15 to 30 minutes early
as there is always a driver briefing.
2. Going forward, we will be writing a number on each vehicle as you arrive at the meeting spot. This
is so that the person who is at the back of the convoy with a radio will know if any of the vehicles are
missing or stuck etc.
3. Ultimately we would like the newer members in the front and those who have done a couple of
drives towards the back of the convoy.
4. When we say that you must follow convoy rules this means that if you are going to turn left or right
off of main road, that you stop and wait for the vehicle behind you if you cannot see them in your
rear view mirror.
5. When we do these types of drives, there will be times when the lead vehicle will stop for regrouping
at a viewpoint. This is when you can get out of your vehicles and take photos, get a drink or snack
from the back of the vehicle and stretch your legs.
6. Please do not hold up the convoy by driving slowly – the convoy moves slow enough as it is – try to
keep the vehicle ahead of you in sight at all times. This allows the convoy to stop for longer periods
at view points.
7. If you have friends who want to join us, unfortunately we cannot have other makes of vehicles join
in the drives. They are welcome to come in your land rovers.
8. While driving the trail, please do not let children/adults with you hang out or sit anywhere on the
outside of your vehicle.
9. Pets are allowed but if you bring your dogs, please ensure that they are on a lead at all times and that
you have control of your dog. We have had complaints of dogs snatching food off plates and tables
and generally getting in the way of vehicles when members are trying to traverse tricky areas.
10. Please refrain from throwing or dropping refuse such a cold drink bottles, chip packets etc out of
your vehicle windows. We never leave anything behind. What we take on a drive goes home with
us and we throw our rubbish away at home in our own bins.
The following applies to gates –
1. We need all members who will be driving the gates to arrive no later than 30 minutes before the
gates starts for scrutineering and registration.
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2.
3.
4.
5.

Should you arrive after the gates has started, you will not be able to participate.
No children under the age of 16 are permitted in the vehicles while you are driving the gates.
Only the driver and co-driver may be in the vehicle
Once the drivers have walked the gate to see the route, they are to return to their vehicles and
assemble in number order (this is done during scrutineering). Drivers may not watch other drivers
doing the gates. Once you have driven a gate, you may then watch the other drivers to that gate.
(Please note that this rule will only apply depending on the number of drivers doing the gates as the
more vehicles there are, the less time we have to complete all the gates).
6. The co-driver must be in the vehicle unless by an instruction of the head marshall for a particular
gate. No outside assistance can be given to any driver.
7. If you as the driver feel that you cannot participate in a certain gate due to damage that you may
sustain in that gate, please inform the head marshall and take your score sheet (which drivers keep in
their vehicles) to be filled in by the gates scorer.
8. No alcohol is to be consumed by any driver during the gates competition. You are endangering your
co-driver, yourself as well as the marshalls on the course. (Please note that this rule may be relaxed
depending on numbers)
9. Should you have children with you, please ensure that they are not in the way of any vehicles that are
busy driving the gates (this applies to not only the drivers but also the spectators who have children).
10. This applies to pets as well. All dogs MUST be on a leash controlled by a handler. We have had
young novices driving at the Christmas gates where dogs have been running in front of vehicles.
Please note that certain venues do not allow dogs. When we send out the adverts for these events,
we will notify you of this fact.
Please be aware that our clubs gates scrutineering process is outdated and needs a revamp – this will
be done at the end of this year after our last gates of 2019. As we have already begun the 2019 gates,
we cannot change this now. We will more than likely sway towards safety as well in that we would
check for fire hydrants and first aid kits in the vehicles, as well as recovery points and tow straps for
doing recoveries.
The following was email to me by one of our members and I feel it may be of interest to all members
who not only participate in our own club gates competitions but also other events.
12.GENERAL CONDITIONS APPLICABLE TO VEHICLES IN ALL CLASSES
12.1 All vehicles must in the opinion of the Controllers be safe and capable of completing the
course. Brakes and steering mechanisms will be strictly scrutinised and normal safety requirements,
such as properly secured batteries, will be checked.
12.2 Open vehicles must be fitted with roll cages. Adequately mounted and positioned in such a way
that the competitors are protected at all times.
12.3 Roll bars & roll cages must be constructed of steel tubing of minimum 38mm diameter with a
minimum wall thickness of 2.5mm or 50mm and higher with 2mm wall thickness. Tubes must
have holes of 6mm diameter drilled into all members for checking the tube thickness. All open-type
vehicles or vehicles without functional side windows must have safety nets, securely fitted, covering
window opening from the top of the windscreen height to the top of the door opening. The net must
not have openings of more than 70mm square. Vehicles with functional windows must close the
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windows to 70mm below the top of the window frame if no nets are fitted. All open vehicles must
have a minimum of a net covering the occupants instead of a roof with the same specifications as
window nets.
12.4 No paddle chain or snow type tyres allowed.
12.5 Only classes CM and CL may use factory fitted seat belts as minimum requirements but will
have to sign an indemnity form. The rest of the classes must use safety harness. Lock plate to be
fitted on inertia belts.
12.6 A fire extinguisher, easily removable and fitted in a place easily accessible to driver, co-driver
and officials, must be carried at all times. The fire extinguisher shall have a minimum capacity of
2kg and proof of purchase or service within the preceding twelve (12) months shall be furnished. The
afore-mentioned servicing requirement does not apply to Fire Stryker extinguishers which are also
acceptable. Fire extinguishers containing carbon tetrachloride shall not be used.
12.7 Batteries to be in a covered battery box except batteries under a hood.
12.8 Exhaust systems are unrestricted provided they meet with the DBA limit as defined by MSA.
12.9 Head space of a least 50mm shall be allowed between the outer surface of the roll cage and
the top of the helmet of a competitor, when seated normally.
12.10 No loose objects will be permitted in a competing vehicle or must be securely fastened.
12.11 Where additional petrol tanks are fitted, the filler caps must be located on the outside of the
vehicle and petrol caps must be properly sealed.
12.12 Vehicles must be fitted with firewalls and guards over dangerous parts, like prop shaft,
radiators etc. The Scrutineer, in consultation with the CoC can exclude a competitor from competing
if dangerous parts on his vehicle are not suitably protected. Co-Drivers must at all-time be protected
by suitable guards from engine, gearbox, transfer case and diff and an adequate prop shaft cover
must be used.
12.13 Drivers and Co-Drivers must be protected from fire, fuel and hot radiator water by fire walls /
splash guards.
13.RECOVERY POINTS
13.1 All vehicles must be fitted with recovery points at back and front, securely bolted down
(welding is not acceptable) and easily accessible. Recovery hooks must be painted red and must
accept a rope loop or shackle. Shackles must be minimum of 3.25 ton rated shackles. Tow balls will
not be acceptable as recovery points. If vehicle colour is mainly red, recovery hooks must be yellow.
13.2 The Driver of a vehicle is responsible for the integrity of the recovery point.
14.GENERAL RULES
14.1 No competitor will be allowed to start the event unless he/she has satisfied the officials
concerned that all the necessary documentation has been completed, i.e. proof of competition
licence(s), fully completed entry form and sign on sheet.
14.2 Fire retardant driving suits (race suits) and lace-up shoes may be worn by all competitors.
Should a race suit not be worn, a minimum of long cotton pants, short sleeve cotton shirt and lace-up
shoes must be worn.)
14.3 A competitor may not start an obstacle until both driver and co-driver have their crash helmets
on, safety harnesses fastened and safety nets secured.
14.4 The driver and co-driver may not loosen or undo their safety harnesses between the start and
finish line of an obstacle. Offending competitors will forfeit all points for the specific obstacle.
10

14.5 Competitors will be allowed one (1) minute to inspect each obstacle, after which the Marshal
will ask the competitor to proceed. Failure to abide by the ruling of the Marshal will lead to
exclusion for that specific obstacle.
14.6 Competitors may attempt the obstacle until he/she has lost all points for that particular obstacle,
at which time his/her vehicle must be removed in such a way as to minimise damage to the obstacle.
If a competitor cannot proceed any further in an obstacle and damages the obstacle by excessive
spinning of the vehicle wheels or in any other way, the Marshal will stop the competitor, warn
him/her and make a note on the score sheet to this effect.
14.7 Only standard tyres, rated for use on the road and with a minimum speed rating of 100
kilometres per hour, will be permitted. Paddle tyres, tyre chains, studs, double wheels, etc. may not
be used.
14.8 After drivers briefing, competitors will draw the starting order for the first obstacle of the day
for the different classes. The competitor who started the first obstacle first will fall into the back of
the queue at the second obstacle and so on for the rest of the event. If a competitor falls out of the
competition, ranks will be closed so one competitor does not start consecutive obstacles first .If a
competitor fails and comes back it will have to be in their correctly drawn place.
14.9 After a vehicle has been involved in a roll (two wheels off the ground and unable to recover on
its own), that vehicle must be re-inspected for safety reasons and signed off by the Scrutineer before
it will be allowed to enter the next obstacle. A vehicle that has not been signed off by the Scrutineer
will not be eligible to score points in any subsequent obstacles.
14.10 The cut-off time for a group of competitors starting a new obstacle will be under the
judgement of the COC.
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Past events
Aloe Trail Drive held on 7 July 2019 – Written by Etienne van
Zyl
It’s been a good few months since the disco and I found ourselves off of the tar and
in the "bush",therefore, a lovely picturesque drive on the Aloe trail was just what we
needed.
The Aloe trail is known as a grade 4-5 trail that has some technical, overgrown,
rocky and rutted sections, where bush rash comes as a guarantee.
On the morning of July 7th, we rendezvoused at
Polo Pony we were greeted by Michael Penny,
eagerly waiting with his newly acquired "Fire
Chief" Landy, due to the red paintwork
resembling that of a fire truck, to take on the trail.
Soon enough the rest of the members arrived,
totalling seven vehicles, we could finally set off
and left the tar behind with Haig and Theo leading
the convoy over a few tame, dry and dust soil
eroded climbs and a couple shallow river
crossings, an indication of the poor rainfall we
have experienced over the last few months.
After taking some left turns the convoy came to a
stop at an open patch to reassess the route that we were travelling on, as the recce
was done from the opposite direction.
Before we could set off again, our route was abruptly blocked off by an excavator,
with a local gentleman hastily arriving with his Isuzu bakkie. Claiming to be
representatives of the local chief, he demanded that we halt the trail and leave the
area at once, as we were not welcome there because they did not want anybody in
that area, especially over weekends.
It seemed like the trail would be cut short and we would need to head into Inanda
valley, if we wanted to have any sort of drive for the remainder of the day.
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Some of our members had a chat with the representative and managed to explain
to him our purpose of being there in the area. After some deliberation, it was agreed
that we may continue on the trail, providing that we would seek permission before
we drive on the trail again.
With the relief of being able to continue, we made our way to another open patch
next to some sand excavations, where Haig and Theo headed off to locate the next
leg of the trail.
Here some members made use of the
opportunity to have a bit of a play in the
sand with their vehicles, whilst others
could enjoy a snack and cold refreshment
in the shade.
Once Haig and Theo returned, we back
tracked a short distance and continued on
the trail for our first nasty bit of rutted track
that involved some axel twisters.
Haig was the first to take it on and after a couple of manoeuvres and rollbacks he
found his lines and made it through.
It was quite enjoyable watching the rest
of the vehicles manoeuvre through this
section as some of the vehicles could
really show off their flex on this obstacle,
However, the Disco's with Traction
Control made this obstacle look rather
uninteresting as they had the ability to
idle through it.
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It was here that I noticed my Disco became an old lady, as her bags sagged (Air
Suspension).

The trail was no longer tame but overgrown and had eroded away, spreading bush
rash amongst the vehicles. This part of the trail had several fallen branches that
frequently got caught up underneath the Disco. We were on the path less travelled
making our own spoor across the valley, taking the time to admire the isolation and
beautiful scenery all around us.
Approaching lunch time, we individually
descended a steep overgrown rocky
slope towards the bottom of the valley.
Some of the members decided that they
had more trust in their own two feet and
rather opted to guide their drivers down
the slope from solid ground.
We soon found ourselves at another
river crossing, this time around it was up
to us to choose our path, either down the
river or across the river and along the rocky river bank.
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It took some careful manoeuvring and guidance
from our co drivers to make it past this
treacherous section without any major mishaps.
It was just past this rocky section where I could
see the old lady requiring some assistance to
make it over a large boulder. Several rocks were
packed in front and behind the boulder to make
a suitable path as she just didn’t have the
body clearance anymore to make it over.
Unfortunately, we didn’t pack enough rocks as
some slipped away, she got caught up between
the boulder and a tree. Fortunately, Michael
came to the rescue with his Landy and pulled the
Disco over the boulder.
We could finally head on the last short stretch to
start the lunch time fires and enjoy a well-deserved meal after a fantastic day out in
nature.
After lunch we headed out of the valley
back towards civilization. The Aloe
trail once again lived up to its name
with its beautiful scenery and
challenging obstacles. Thanks to Haig
and Theo for leading the trail and Kyle
for organising the Drive and the ice
cold Soweto Golds. It was a most
enjoyable day out with the LROC KZN
crew.
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Tembe Elephant Park 18 to 22 July 2019
Unfortunately, I have not the write up from the club member for this event. If any member who was at Tembe
this year would like to take up the challenge of doing the write up, please email me as soon as possible. I have
added some photos of way back in May 2015 when Russell and I went to Tembe with the club for the first
time.
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Best of British held on 28 July 2019 – Written by Dave King
Host Veteran Car Club of South Africa.

LROC had been invited to attend the annual ‘Best of British’ outing hosted by the
Veteran Car Club of South Africa. What a surprise to find out that my 1996 ‘Disco
1’ was to be accepted as a veteran, and actually slipped in under the 1997 limit!
The outings were to be held over a two day period from Saturday 15th to Sunday
16th June 2019, with the initial registration taking place at the VCC Clubhouse at
nine o’clock on the first day. Applications to join the club run had been made the
previous week, and after having paid an initial subscription to cover incidental costs,
my wife June and I arrived, parking on their front lawn.
We were welcomed by Pam and Peter Hall, Secretary and Chairman, registered
and issued with the obligatory orange Indemnity Card, and offered a fine spread of
tea / coffee and muffins. Although not belonging to the club, we were made very
welcome, and were soon accepted into the fold of other members and nonmembers such as ourselves.
The order of the day was to depart at
a leisurely pace on a prescribed
route, fill in a ‘fun quiz’ questionnaire
whilst under way, and arrive at the
Umhlali Country Club for lunch,
which had been arranged by David
and Anne Blair.
Following some of the ‘older’
veterans, a somewhat leisurely drive was taken down Fields Hill, through Pinetown
and onto the M19, Umgeni road, over Connaught bridge and past the ‘bird Park’ –
clue to one of the questions – and onto the North coast road past Sibaya, to Ballito
and Umhlali. What a pleasure to travel at a sedate pace, admire the views and fill
in the quiz. We didn’t fare too well in that department, but once at the Umhlali club,
met up with some of the recent acquaintances and took our seats in the dining hall.
A choice of three on the set menu, of which the chicken curry was particularly good,
and a couple of ales, an enjoyable repast was had.
Everybody made their own way home after lunch, and we took the opportunity to
visit friends in the area.
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The following day was held at the VCC club house in Kloof, where the blend of ‘Best
of British’ vehicles was parked on the lawn. The dress code theme was “Union
Jack”, and some members did a
sterling job, as was judged during
the prize giving session.
Some of the display on the front
lawn.
Judging and prize giving in the club
house

The LROC badge proudly displayed
with the ‘Best of British’

After the prize giving, braai fires were lit, and a very friendly get together was
arranged. Cutlery and crockery were made available, and the visitors, such as us,
were presented with a metal badge made in-house. This has duly been mounted
on my front bumper, and joins the LROC badge.
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A very pleasurable couple of days, well managed, and a good camaraderie enjoyed
by ourselves and all those who partook of the hospitality of the Veteran Car Club
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3rd Gates Event held on 28 July 2019
We arrived at the venue at about 10am on the
Waterfall Spar rendezvous point on the
Saturday morning and after rushing into Spar
for a something to eat and some refreshment,
we made our way with a few other members to
the venue. As some of the member had
arrangements in the later afternoon, the guys
got to work setting up the gates. By 1:30pm
ish, we were finished and starting to head for
home. Only or two of the gates were tested as
there terrain was quite soft in many places due
to the recent burning of the vegetation in the
area.
On the Sunday morning we left home at around
6am and headed for the Spar. We were only
going to get a bite to eat and some coffee and
head to the venue but then we decided to stay at
the Spar and wait for the other members to
arrive so that we could lead the convoy to the
venue. Some of the other members went ahead.
Before long members started arriving and at
about 8am we made our way to the venue where
there were already quite a number of members
gathered.
Registration was done and the scrutineering
completed. Michael Penny opted to drive both
standard and modified class as the only other
modified driver was Haig Roth. We started
with the first gate for the standard class and
Haig joined in as well. Then it was the turn
of Haig and Michael to do a modified gate.
Haig went first and then Michael went. On
the first standard gate, when Michael was
driving, there was comment passed that Haig
must be careful as it seemed Michael could
give Haig a run for his money.
Michael went down the bank and was in the
process of doing the roll back and lining up to
come back up the bank a little to the left of
the start of the gate when disaster struck. He
had gone back and forth a few times to line
up to climb up the rather steep bank, each time driving into a small bush at the bottom of the bank. He had just
managed to get his vehicle lined up when his brakes failed and his vehicle rolled back and dropped off the side of a

22

bank onto the terrace below. The back wheels
were on the lower terrace, while the front wheels
were at the top of the bank.
It was found that the brake line was extremely
badly perished and needed urgent replacing.
Also the hand brake on the vehicle was not
working properly either.
Plans were made to pull him up on the bank
where he started and to carry out repairs if
possible. This took some time as the terrain
from where he was being pulled was so soft.
Two vehicle, one anchoring the other, were used
to pull Michael’s little fire engine up with a
winch. Once at the top, rocks were put behind
the wheels to keep the vehicle from slipping.
With Haig’s assistance, and while the next
couple of gates were being done by the standard
class drivers, Michael managed to get the brakes
working on three wheels.
Unfortunately, due to the terrain, Kyle told him
that he would not be able to continue competing.
Michael handed me his score sheet and after a
while, he left the venue. He messaged us to let
us know that he had arrive home safely.
The standard class drivers continued to drive
their gates and then, as Haig had been busy
helping Michael to get at least some brakes
working so that he could get his vehicle home,
he then drove the rest of the gates that had been
set up for the modified drivers.
This went quickly as there was only one vehicle
left in that class.
Then it was onto the final gate of the day. This
was a mean axle twister that Ferdi had one of his
employees digging in on the Saturday morning.
Ferdi had driven the length of this obstacle a few
times on the Saturday when we were setting up
and each time had got stuck in the same place. When Ferdi was setting up the track, at certain points he had put in
wooden posts so that if a vehicle did get stuck, if that vehicle had a winch, it would be easy to recover the vehicle.
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At both ends of this axle twister there are these
wooden poles. Each time Ferdi got stuck, he had
to use his winch to recover his vehicle. This was
now Sunday and all the other driver’s now had to
go through the gate as well. The first few
vehicles made it through although there were
some close calls. The axle twister is quite mean
and nasty.
We had two novice drivers join us and they really
had fun during the day. While doing the axle
twister, Miles ended up driving too close to the
bank on the one side and his vehicle became
wedged between the bank and a mound of sand.
Once recovered a bit, he managed to drive out of
the obstacle the rest of way and now the bottom
of the doors on the driver side are crinkle cut.
Miles was not concerned about this at all. Once
all the drivers had completed this gate, we
headed to the parking and made our way to the
lapa for a lunch time braai.
A couple drinks later and prize giving over, it
was time to hit the road. Well done to all the
drivers. Our winners in each class where
Clifford Ireland for standard class and Haig Roth
for modified class.

See you all at the next gates at Non-Stop
Adventures which will be hosted by Etienne.
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