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LROC KZN Committee :
Chairman: Brian Moore
chairman@landroverclub.org.za
social@landroverclub.org.za
Cell: 082 842 0064
Vice Chairman: Kingsley Kemp
vicechairman@landroverclub.org.za
Cell: 082 670 9063
Treasurer, Webmaster and membership :
Brendan Mitchell
treasurer@landroverclub.org.za web@landroverclub.org.za
membership@landroverclub.org.za
Cell: 083 2824318
Secretary: Andrew Kirkbride
secretary@landroverclub.org.za
Cell: 079 743 6488
Gates/Trails :
gates@landroverclub.org.za
Russell Slogrove (Cell: 083 630 4318)
Kyle Miller (Cell: 083 611 7441)
Dylan Mickleburgh (Cell: 083 440 6086)
Etienne van Zyl (Cell: 081 756 0581)
Newsletter Editor: Bridget Slogrove
newsletter@landroverclub.org.za or bridget.slogrove@gmail.com
Cell: 083 270 0238

Disclaimer :
The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Club’s committee or members and
may be incorrect.
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Editors Letter
Club wise, October was an extremely quiet month with only the Pecanwood Octoberfest and the Hidden Valley Drive,
both right towards the end of the month.
On a personal note, Russell has been working on his Series 3 and the firewall is on and the steering column is in place
and connected. Now to do some painting and wiring (I think). I was extremely busy during the month organising the
house for when Trevor and my brother arrived. I washed curtains and scrubbed and cleaned the house from top to
bottom. This caused me to tear a ligament in my right hip. I also had my right foot checked out by an orthopaedic
surgeon and I am flat footed (possibly due to the fact that this was my good leg when I broke my left leg in a horse
riding accident a few years ago) and now have prosthetics in my shoes and fancy toe-less socks that I have to wear.
This does make waking a bit easier, but my right heel becomes really saw when I do a lot of standing and walking. On
the morning of Pecanwood Octoberfest I really battled to get out of bed and after standing and getting the public to sign
their lives away to get be driven around the track, on Sunday morning, I couldn’t get out of bed. Two pain killers later
and I eventually started to feel a bit more human. Both of them arrived on Saturday 27 October, my brother from
Australia in the morning and Trevor, on a rather delayed flight via Johannesburg (where they lost electrics – as we
joked, someone stole the cables) from Italy.
We met up with my mom, brother, daughter and her now husband at the Spur in Queensburgh and had a really great
dinner and catchup. Russell was given some Aussie beer from my brother and I was given an L&P chocolate and L&P
cold drink (saving this for the Christmas Party this weekend and the gates next weekend at Non-Stop Adventures. L&P
standard for Lemon & Paeroa and is a sweet soft drink make from lemon juice and carbonated mineral water and has
been manufactured in a town call Paeroa in New Zealand since 1907.
We had a week to go before our daughter was due to get married and it was all hands on deck to get the last of the
organising done and dusted to make the big day a success.
I was keen for my brother to go offroading with us and he was supposed to join us at the 4 th Gates competition but
unfortunately he had other plans so I will be taking his Ute offroading (much to his horror) when I visit him in
Australia in a few years time.
The last time I saw Sean, was 5 years ago, just after we had
bought Green Dragon. He paid for me to fly over to New
Zealand. I left Durban on the 24th December and flew to
Johannesburg. From there to Sydney and then on to
Auckland where I arrived at about 10 minutes to midnight on
the 25th December.
While I was away, Russell decided to find out if anyone was
doing any offroading in the area. Steven Holmes and Don
Erwin were going to a drive to a waterfall so Russell, with
Trevor in tow, decided to join them. Bear in mind that we
had never had a 4x4 vehicle ever before so this was
completely new territory for Russell.
The first weekend that I was away, I happened to go onto
Facebook and what do I see – the following pictures of my brand new land rover damaged. A dent in the back on the
drivers side, a hole in the front bumper and no reverse light.
This was when Russell discovered a 40lt fuel tank above the back wheel on the drivers side of the vehicle. No wonder
it cost R1400 when we filled up with fuel when we left Cape Town to come back to Durban after going down to collect
her.
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To tell you the truth, I was quite upset that our pristine
vehicle was now damaged but I continued to have a good
time with my brother visiting family, going to Hobbiton (the
sheep farm where the Hobbit and Lord of the Rings was

filmed), on a speed boat on the great Wiakato River, see
Lake Taupo, spending the night at a backpackers lodge in
Taupo, stopping at some caves where fire flies spin webs
from the roof of the caves and their lights attract insects
into the caves, driving round the Coromandel and going to
Hot Water Beach. What an awesome experience. Now offroading is a wonderful experience especially going to places
we have never been and being with an amazing bunch on people.
Here’s to more great adventures.
Bridget
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Calendar of forthcoming events
LROC KZN PROVISIONAL EVENTS DIARY 2018/2019
When

What, where

Information

CONTACT
PERSON

4th Gates at The Farm 4x4 Track

More details to
follow

Russell Slogrove
083 630 4318

2018

Christmas Party @ Killarney 4x4

See emails from
Brian Moore

Brian Moore
082 842 0064

1/2 Dec

5th Gates at Non-Stop
Adventures

More details to
follow

Russell Slogrove
083 630 4318

Bush Baby Lodge Camping
Weekend

More details to
follow

Brian Moore
082 842 0064

Valley Drive

More details to
follow

10/11
Nov
2018
25 Nov

2018
18 - 20
Jan 2019
3 Feb
2019
14 - 16
Feb 2019

23/24
Feb
2019

Grade

3-5

3-5

1-3
George Goswell

Duzi Canoe Marathon

See emails from
George Goswell

083 658 1324

AGM at Trailblazers (to be
confirmed)

More details to
follow

Brian Moore
082 842 0064

Some drives to look forward to in the new year will be Aloe Trail and a drive to Wartburg for those
who prefer easy drives.
Trail Grading : All our events/trails are graded according to the 5 grades below.
1.

Complete novice soft dirt trail, no low range required. Suitable for all Land Rovers including the Freelander.

2.

Limited low range required but suitable for the novice driver. Suitable for all Land Rovers including the Freelander.

3.

Low range and limited off road knowledge required. Suitable for all Land Rovers with certain trails not suitable for the
Freelander.

4.

A low range technical trail suitable for the experienced. The inexperienced will be able to do the trail, as long as assistance
will be available from the more experienced members. Suitable for all Land Rovers except the Freelander.

5.

Extremely technical , suitable for the experienced and/or modified vehicle only with the possibility of vehicle damage.
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Ten minutes with Donovan Jones
Tell me about your very first Land Rover?
This is my first Land Rover I have owned. A gentleman that
works in the same office block as myself months ago
mentioned that it was a particularly sad day for him as he
was selling his Landy, anyhow a couple of months went by
and I saw him driving his Landy again? So i queried what
had happened, it turned out that the deal fell through and
that was the opportunity to own my very first Defender.
How long have you been 4x4ing and who taught you to
4x4?
Not a very long time at all, probably 2 Months
What land Rover do you drive now?
2003 Defender 90 TD5
Does your Landy have a name and what inspired that
name?
Yes, Bullet is the name (Mainly inspired from its silver colour & also the fact that it’s ironic, I don't go very fast, anywhere)
If you could have one modification/accessory fitted to
your Landy, what would it be?
Extremely happy with everything at the moment!
What is your favorite Land Rover memory?
Going 4x4'ing for the first time and truly experiencing what
these cars are capable of! My mind was blown
What is your worst Land Rover memory?
Bending my track
rod from going
4x4'ing for the first
time.
Where have you
been in your Land
Rover?
I haven't been
anywhere quite yet,
planning a trip to Mozam in a few weeks
Where would you still like to travel to in your Landy?
Mozam, Botswana, Zim
If you could own any Land Rover (besides what you own already) what would it
be and why?
I'd love a 110 - mainly for seating
Besides land-rovering what else do you enjoy doing?
I enjoy sports mainly - Golf and Squash
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Past events
Pecanwood Octoberfest on 20 October 2018
We arrived at the rendevoux point (Rotunda Junction) in Hilton at about 8:15 on the Saturday morning and found
quite a number of vehicles already there. After getting
coffee to warm up, we let left there at 9am and made our
way to Pecanwood. It was a cool morning and overcast.
We set up and Zack call all our drivers as well as the
drivers from Land Rover Pietermaritzburg together for a
driver briefing. Land Rover Pietermaritzburg had set up a
gazebo and parked their vehicles on the opposite side of
the track and when we got going with driving the public
around, I made use of their shade and chairs as well as the
back of one of their vehicles to put my camera, jacket and
cold drink in. Zack had very kindly organised energy
drinks for us and I drank those for most of the day, asking
our members to please organise them from time to time.
Jacqui (Theo’s wife for those who don’t know her) came
and sat with me and assisted me with getting members of
the public to sign the indemnity and to stamp their wrists.
Once they had signed in and had the stamp, they were
allowed to go for as many drives with as many vehicles
as their hearts desired. There were a number of people
who did this because they were thoroughly enjoying the
thrill of being driven around in an off road vehicle.
Some people wanted to go with a driver who was fast
and others just wanted the experience. We found that
many of the women wanted to go fast.
Eventually it was lunch time and we stopped all the
vehicles to give them time to cool off and to give our
drivers a break. There was a braai going by the time I got
back to where the vehicles had been parked. I sat down
during the break and took painkillers for my back and my
foot (see my editors letter). The rest of the afternoon was
extremely busy after lunch and we had a huge wave of
people wanting to be taken for a 4x4 driving experience.
Numerous pages of names and signatures were collected
by the time we left just after 4pm.
Once the track was closed, we packed up all the flags and
banners and headed down to Waterfall where Russell and myself attended an 18 th birthday party for a friend’s son.
We arrived and had not been there for too long when I asked what the date was and when someone said it was the 20
and after doing the maths, I realised it was our daughters 25 birthday. Well that made Russell and I feel really bad
and we will probably never live it down. I quickly phoned her and explained that I was high on pain killers (I had

8

taken more when we had arrived at the party) and that we

had had such a busy day at Pecanwood that here birthday
was the last thing on my mind. Also being in such pain

was a big cause of not really being with it on the day. I
think she has forgiven me and I will make up for this bad

parenting next year when it’s her birthday. Some of
members stayed at Pecanwood overnight.
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Hidden Valley on 27/28 October 2018
Kingsley Kemp let a bunch of extremely daring Land Rover Owners on a trail in the Hidden Valley over the weekend
of the 27/28 of October. Unfortunately I do not have any write up of this event, but Kingsley very kindly sent me
some photos. I am sure in the new year there will be more of these drives for those who missed this one. Bear in
mind that this is a grade 4/5 trail and is not for the faint hearted. If you don’t want your landy being dented or
scratched, then its best to wait for the Wartburg drive as your vehicle will not endure any scars from that drive.
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Something Technical
We have been having problems with our hooter/horn not working lately so I thought this may help some of you to do a
self repair. I would think that the first thing to do is to check the fuse. As my son so cleverly puts it, get the husband to
do the repair.

Switches – horn
Remove
WARNING: It is imperative that before any
work is undertaken on the SRS system the
appropriate information is read thoroughly.
1. Disconnect both battery leads, negative leads
first, and wait 10 minutes.
2. Remove driver's airbag module.
3. Release horn switch multiplugs and leads from
steering wheel base.
4. Disconnect horn switch multiplugs from
harness.
5. Disconnect horn switch multiplug from rotary
coupler harness.
6. Remove screw securing earth leads to steering
wheel.
7. Using a broad round edged tool, carefully prise
horn switches from steering wheel.
Refit
1. Fit to steering wheel and connect multiplugs.
2. Fit earth leads and secure with screw.
3. Secure leads and multiplugs to base of steering
wheel.
4. Fit driver's airbag module.
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Just for fun
LAND ROVER TOOLS EXPLAINED
DRILL PRESS : A tall upright machine useful for suddenly snatching flat metal bar stock out of your hands so
that it smacks you in thvve chest and flings your beer across the room, denting the freshly-painted project which
you had carefully set in the corner where nothing could get to it.
WIRE WHEEL : Cleans paint off bolts and then throws them somewhere under the workbench with the speed
of light. Also removes fingerprints and hard-earned calluses from fingers in about the time it takes you to say,
'Oh sh*t'
SKILL SAW : A portable cutting tool used to make studs too short.
PLIERS : Used to round off bolt heads. Sometimes used in the creation of blood-blisters.
BELT SANDER : An electric sanding tool commonly used to convert minor touch-up jobs into major
refinishing jobs.
HACKSAW : One of a family of cutting tools built on the Ouija board principle... It transforms human energy
into a crooked, unpredictable motion, and the more you attempt to influence its course, the more dismal your
future becomes.
VISE-GRIPS : Generally used after pliers to completely round off bolt heads. If nothing else is available, they
can also be used to transfer intense welding heat to the palm of your hand.
OXYACETYLENE TORCH : Used almost entirely for lighting on fire various flammable objects in your shop.
Also handy for igniting the grease inside the wheel hub out of which you want to remove a bearing race..
TABLE SAW : A large stationary power tool commonly used to launch wood projectiles for testing wall
integrity.
HYDRAULIC FLOOR JACK : Used for lowering an automobile to the ground after you have installed your
new brake shoes, trapping the jack handle firmly under the bumper.
BAND SAW : A large stationary power saw primarily used by most shops to cut good aluminum sheet into
smaller pieces that more easily fit into the trash can after you cut on the inside of the line instead of the outside
edge.
TWO-TON ENGINE HOIST : A tool for testing the maximum tensile strength of everything you forgot to
disconnect.
PHILLIPS SCREWDRIVER : Normally used to stab the vacuum seals under lids or for opening old-style
paper-and-tin oil cans and splashing oil on your shirt; but can also be used, as the name implies, to strip out
Phillips screw heads.
STRAIGHT SCREWDRIVER : A tool for opening paint cans. Sometimes used to convert common slotted
screws into non-removable screws and butchering your palms.
PRY BAR : A tool used to crumple the metal surrounding that clip or bracket you needed to remove in order
to replace a 50 cent part.
HOSE CUTTER : A tool used to make hoses too short.
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HAMMER : Originally employed as a weapon of war, the hammer nowadays is used as a kind of divining rod
to locate the most expensive parts adjacent the object we are trying to hit.
UTILITY KNIFE : Used to open and slice through the contents of cardboard cartons delivered to your front
door; works particularly well on contents such as seats, vinyl records, liquids in plastic bottles, collector
magazines, refund checks, and rubber or plastic parts. Especially useful for slicing work clothes, but only while
in use.
Micrometer- expensive C clamp designed to show you down to a ten thousandth of an inch how bad you f**ked
up
Adjustable wrench - non-parallel jaws guaranteed to be just slightly larger or smaller than whatever fastener
you're trying to use it on
MAGNET: A tool used to pick up all the shavings, rust, and welding slag while you're looking for the parts
you lost
Welder
A machine used to repair small holes in completely saveable projects but often times Makes the hole much
much larger until there is no saving it. Sometimes in very skilled hands it can be used to firmly and permanently
attach your project to your welding bench.
MAINTENANCE MAN
A guy who fixes stuff that is working and keeps on fixing it until it doesn't work anymore
SCREW EXTRACTOR : A tool used to break off a hardened piece of metal into a stripped bolt head, ensuring
the bolt can never be removed, and turning the object efficiently into scrap.
Son of a bitch TOOL : Any handy tool that you grab and throw across the garage while yelling 'Son of a b*tch'
at the top of your lungs. It is also, most often, the next tool that you will need.
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