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LROC KZN Committee :
Chairman: Brian Moore
chairman@landroverclub.org.za
social@landroverclub.org.za
Cell: 082 842 0064
Vice Chairman: Kingsley Kemp
vicechairman@landroverclub.org.za
Cell: 082 670 9063
Treasurer, Webmaster and membership :
Brendan Mitchell
treasurer@landroverclub.org.za web@landroverclub.org.za
membership@landroverclub.org.za
Cell: 083 2824318
Secretary: Andrew Kirkbride
secretary@landroverclub.org.za
Cell: 079 743 6488
Gates/Trails :
gates@landroverclub.org.za
Russell Slogrove (Cell: 083 630 4318)
Kyle Miller (Cell: 083 611 7441)
Dylan Mickleburgh (Cell: 083 440 6086)
Etienne van Zyl (Cell: 081 756 0581)
Newsletter Editor: Bridget Slogrove
newsletter@landroverclub.org.za or bridget.slogrove@gmail.com
Cell: 083 270 0238

Disclaimer :
The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Club’s committee or members and
may be incorrect.
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The Editor’s Letter
May was an extremely hectic month, not only with the club but also on a personal level. At the end of April/
beginning of May over the long weekend, Cats of Durban held a spay clinic for feral cats. Due to the fact
that I had 6 traps, I was told to take in 6 cats each day from the Friday through to the Monday. For three days
this was not a problem but on the Monday I worked and my fellow Chatsworth trapper could not fill all the
traps allocated between her and myself. A total of 143 cats were sterilised in four days.
Then the following weekend was my niece’s kitchen tea on the Saturday afternoon and her wedding was the
following weekend on the Saturday in the Tala Valley. We drove through in Green Dragon, picking up our
daughter and her fiancé on the way, so that they could drink and did not have to drive back.
It was then the 2nd Gates competition which was a two day event for Russell and myself as well as those who
assisted with the setup on the Saturday. Many members who attend the gates have never assisted with the
setup and only arrive on the Sunday, not realising the amount of work that goes in to organising these events,
such as booking the venue, organising prizes, straightening gates poles that members have driven over and
bent.
The last weekend of the month was Cars in the Park, which we didn’t attend this year as we had to take care
of some things at home.
So an extremely hectic month. Thankfully, Green Dragon is now sorted except for a slight shudder when she
gets to 100km/h which disappears after you get to 130km/h. Also there is still a slight misfire and we are still
not sure what is causing that.
Russell is also working on our Series 3 short-wheel base and the
engine is now installed with home-made brackets. He was so proud
of the fact that the mounts had worked. He also mounted the
alternator and fitted the fan belt. This was after the bracket on that
side was altered as the bracket was too big and the alternator would
not fit into place. It was cut, welded and refitted. I went down to the
garage on my way out and he was showing me. I happened to ask if
the engine was running yet. Clearly I should not have asked that but
he is hoping to have the vehicle rebuilt before Day of the Clubs in
September (I’m not sure if he meant this year or next year as there is
still a lot to do – as he says it is slow going because there is far too
much sport on TV such as motor bike racing, rugby 7’s etc.
Please send me your member profiles (questions attached to the email
with this newsletter) with two photos of your landies and I really
need “Your Stories”. I am sure some of you have been on trips that
other members would love to hear about such as going up Sani Pass.
I have never been up so it would be good to get some photos and hear about your experiences. Also if you
have crossed our borders into neighbouring countries, we want to know about your adventures in your Land
Rovers. If you are rebuilding a land rover or have rebuilt a land rover.
Until next month…
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Calendar of forthcoming events
LROC KZN PROVISIONAL EVENTS DIARY 2018
When

What, where

More Info.

CONTACT PERSON

Tembe Elephant Park

More details to
follow

Brian Moore

Valley Drive

More details to
follow

Kyle Miller

2018

3rd Gates at Killarney 4x4

More details to
follow

Russell Slogrove

5 Aug

Aloe Trail Drive (Recce on 15
July 2018)

More details to
follow

Kyle Miller

Day of the Clubs

More details to
follow

4th Gates at Trailblazers

More details to
follow

2018

Christmas Party @ Killarney 4x4

More details to
follow

1/2 Dec

5th Gates at Non-Stop
Adventures

More details to
follow

15 - 18
Jun 2018
24 Jun
2018
28/29 Jul

2018
29/30 Sep
2018
27/28 Oct
2018
25 Nov

2018

Grade

082 84 0064

1-5

083 611 7441

2-3

083 630 4318
083 611 7441

3-5
4-5

Russell Slogrove

083 630 4318

3-5

Russell Slogrove

083 630 4318

3-5

Non-Club event but worth attending
8 Jul
2018

Scottburgh Classic Car Show Only pre 1975 vehicles

Members to
register
themselves

www.scottburghclassiccarshow.co.za

Trail Grading : All our events/trails are graded according to the 5 grades below.
1.

Complete novice soft dirt trail, no low range required. Suitable for all Land Rovers including the Freelander.

2.

Limited low range required but suitable for the novice driver. Suitable for all Land Rovers including the Freelander.

3.

Low range and limited off road knowledge required. Suitable for all Land Rovers with certain trails not suitable for the
Freelander.

4.

A low range technical trail suitable for the experienced. The inexperienced will be able to do the trail, as long as assistance
will be available from the more experienced members. Suitable for all Land Rovers except the Freelander.

5.

Extremely technical, suitable for the experienced and/or modified vehicle only with the possibility of vehicle damage.
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New Members
WELCOME TO THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS
Remember it’s your club and you will get out of it what you want to. You have purchased THE BEST 4 x 4 x FAR and
now it’s time to use it. See you at the next club event.

New Members for Newsletter
MemberNo Prefix Initials

Surname

MemberName Salutation

655

Mr and A
Mrs

Konigkramer Alistair

656

Mr and R
Mrs

Strachan

Ricardo

Email Address

Alistair and altans001@gmail.com
Tanya

Date
M/ship
Joined
201806 Full

Ricardo and ricardo@visionproperties.co.za 201806 Full
Silvia
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For Sale
1. 1976 SERIES 111 WITH TOYOTOTA 2CT MOTOR, BULL BAR, WINCH AND TOW BAR. LICENCED AND REGISTERED
- CURRENTLY A RUNNER BUT NOT RUNNING PRESENTLY
R35000.00
2. EARLY SERIES 1 107 S/WAGON - RESTORED - NON ORIGINAL WITH SERIES 111 GEARBOX AND CHASSIS.
UNLICENCED BUT RUNNING
ASKING R155000.00
3. LAND ROVER SPARES
ROOF, WINDOWS, DOORS, TYRES, RIMS, WINDSCREEN, ENGINE PARTS - LOADS OF STUFF. WOULD PREFER 1
PERSON TO TAKE THE LOT AND CLEAR THE FLOOR
R15000.00
4. 1.7 TON ENGINE HOIST AND JACK -R2400-00 AND ANOTHER JACK R 2000-00

Contact Jean on 083 225 0669
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1992 Discovery 1 shell
The body of the Discovery is very neat and clean, and the dash and interior are in good condition.
There are no papers, engine or gearbox.
The chasis is running and the car is currently on RRC axles – but these are worn.
The windscreen is in perfect condition.
This is an ideal start to a monster truck conversion, or could be used for spare parts on a running Discovery.
I took on this project to restore the vehicle, but just have too many projects on at the moment.
Selling price is R 10 000 – slightly negotiable.
Contact Miles 083 775 8975
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Don Erwin 084 754 4196 is selling these 2 items.

1) Disco 1 7j X 16 incl tyre BFG AT 225x 75 x16 R 800.
2) Steel rim looks
like a wolf made to
look like bead lock
16 " R 500

Herewith pic of my old Rangie and the roof rack purpose made to fit that
range. Great condition Aluminium. I am looking for R2000 which is
reasonable as it is very professionally made. Me email is
normanb2524@telkomsa.net
Many thanks Bruce Hopewell
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Past Events
Land Rover’s 70th Birthday Celebration at Broadleze on 6th May 2018
Photos by Brian Moore and myself
A group of members met up at the BP Oasis on the N3 to join the convoy to Broadleze. After stocking up
with ice, food and drinks, we departed and headed to Broadleze. Not far from the BP Oasis, we stopped as
one of our members had filled up with fuel and instead of them putting petrol in the vehicle, they put diesel
in instead. It was decided to tow the vehicle to Broadleze, so one of our other member’s took the
responsibility to tow the vehicle all the way. When we arrived at Broadleze, the diesel was drains and other
members donated petrol to the owner of the vehicle.
The sight that awaited was amazing and scary. There were three events set up on the field and beyond that
gazebo’s. We signed in and received our score sheets along with the first set of riddles.
The first challenge that we did had been set up by Dave
King. There was a metal tub with four balls, two tennis ball
size and two slightly smaller, bobbing about in water. We
had to get one ball out of the tub without using our hands

and put them into another smaller tub. Then we had
to take a wooden pole, stand with our heads on the
top and run round the pole three times.
Once we were properly dizzy, we were handed a
catapult and had three attempts to shoot at a tin can
suspended from string hanging in front of a black
screen.
For some of us this was quite easy, for me, who had
NEVER shot with a catapult in my life, this was
extremely difficult. After the third attempt, Dave
worked out our score for this obstacle. Then it was on
to the next one.
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This was walk the plank also set up by Dave King.
There were two planks of wood with rope at both
ends. The person that was to go in the front had to
step onto the two planks, holding the ropes. This
person was blind folded. The other person had to
turn his/her back to the person in the front and lead
through the obstacle.
Easy!!! Not at all. I took the lead and Russell had to
guide me through from the back. Bear in mine that
my right is his left. Using the commands “Left” and
“Right” don’t work in this regard, especially when
the person has their back to you. We came up with a strategy to only pick up the plank slightly to glide it
across the grass and to say “one” and “two”. “One” was my right and his left “Two” was my left and his
right. Russell and were going pretty well, when we were sabotaged by George who thought that we were
practicing and pulled the rope that I was holding, causing my one plank to go out to the side and Russell to
end up in a heap on the floor behind me. Dave came to the rescue telling George that he was actually timing
us and that this was not a practice round and kindly didn’t penalise us for and gave us back 30 seconds to get
ourselves up off the floor and back on the planks ready to proceed. We finished that obstacle pretty
unscathed.
The next obstacle on the field, was the blind fold
drive. The driver of the vehicle was blind folded and
the co-driver had to stand outside the vehicle in a
block at the start of the obstacle. Both the driver and
co-driver where given radios. The driver did not
have to hold his/hers but just listen to instructions
from the co-driver.

The object was to drive through the course, which
including driving into a parking space where a target
had been placed on the ground. In front of the target
was a pole. If you went too far and hit the pole you
scored Nil for the target section and likewise if you did
not park in the parking with the front bumper over any
part of the target. I managed to score 50 points on the
target thanks to an extremely good co-driver (thanks
Russell).
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Just off to the one side of the main field, was the tree lift.
Here the co-driver, or driver had to climb into a harness. A
rope was attached to the harness, through a pulley system in a
tree, and the other end was attached to the back of the land
rovers.
The co-driver was given a jug of water (the bottom of the jug
had holes pierced into it so that as the jug left the bucket
containing the water, the water was already leaking out of the
jug.
The driver had to drive forward as quickly as possible in
order to lift the co-driver up into the tree where there was a
bell at the top of the lift. The co-driver had to ring the bell
and the driver had to reverse as quickly as possible, lowering
the co-driver back to the ground. The amount of water left in
the jug was measured and the total recorded on the score
sheet.
Russell ended up with wet jeans.
We then went on a trail drive through the farm to find two
more sets of riddles so that we could complete the riddles
on the score sheet. There were 16 riddles in total with 4
riddles given at the start and at Dave King’s Ball, Pole and
Shoot obstacle. The two on the trail were in buckets and if
you followed the map correctly you found a yellow bucket
tied to a tree with one set of riddles and another yellow
bucket under a sign with “70” painted on it. There were
clues on the map to assist us in finding these buckets.

Once we had found all four sets of riddles, and
completed the four obstacles, it was time to work
out the riddles, and start the braais. While the
braais where going and people were having their lunch, the children kept themselves busy, catching the balls
and shooting the catapult.
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George in the meanwhile had tallied up all the scores and then it was time for the prize giving. There were
many laughs about some of the answers to the riddles.
We also had a wonderful
surprise in that Shannon Moore
had baked the most amazing
biscuits for us to commemorate
Land Rover’s 70th birthday.
Well done Shannon – they
were absolutely delicious.
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2nd Gates at Highstakes on 20th May 2018
On the Saturday morning we arrived at Highstakes
and met Dylan at the top by the entrance. Gary
and his son, Ben, arrived shortly afterwards and
we made our way down into the valley at
Highstakes. When we arrived, we were all really
surprised to see Kenneth had arrived before us.
We paired off into teams, Gary, Ben, Russell and
going in one direction and Kenneth and Dylan
going in another direction and we started to set up
gates.

I,

Russell and Gary found a new section behind the duck pond at the bottom of the hill and we set up a
modified and a standard gate there. Russell tried this a few times and once the far bank had been flattened a
bit, we moved on back towards the gully and set up two more (one modified and one standard) there.
We decided to use the target at this gate and made the
drivers reverse into a parking a placed the target at the
back of the “garage”. The back bumper of the vehicle
had to be over the target to obtain bonus points.
This was not so easy for many of the drivers. The
target has been used a few times but has always been
placed where the front bumper has to be over the top
of the target to gain bonus points. This was the back
bumper.
The third gate was extremely challenging and I was
quite relieved that I was not driving. The angles of
some of the vehicles was heart attach inducing.
There were a couple of close calls with members
running and jumping onto the sides of the vehicles
to prevent rolling. I didn’t want to watch this but I
had to keep the camera clicking so I had no option
but to watch what was happening.
The fourth gate was set up in the gully and was
quite a challenge with a few vehicles not making it
up and scoring zero. The standard and modified
class gates were set up next to each other, but
tweaked for the modified class to make it a bit more difficult for them.
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This was interesting as we also ran the vehicles one
after the other in order of numbers pulled so that all
the drivers got a chance to watch the others.
The fifth gate was also in the gully and also up the
bank with some hair-raising moments when vehicles
leaned too far over for my liking. The drivers had
fun with this but I certainly would not have been
brave enough to be a co-driver, even in a standard
vehicle.
Once again the two gates were right next to each
other with some of the course being used by both the
standard and the modified class.
The sixth gate was held near at the spot where, a few
years ago, Russell had come flying over the top of a
ridge and Green Dragon was airborne for a few
seconds until she skidded to a halt and he had to do a
roll back to get through the next set of gates poles as
he had overshot them. Due to the amount of mud
between the two banks on either side, it was decided
to do the gate as a progressive. A few of the driver
battled and could not make the climb up the bank
once the tyres had become caked with mud but those
that did make it, gave us quite a lot of
entertainment.
Once all the drivers had completed this gate, it was
time for fires to be started and lunch time as well
as prize giving. Some of us ended up at the pub at
the top when we were leaving and after a drink or
two we hit the road for home. Another very
successful gates event with some technical
obstacles to keep our members on their toes.
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Cars in the Park on the 27th May 2018
Russell and I did not attend this year but for those members who are not on Facebook, here are a few photos
from some of our members.
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Something Technical
All you will ever need to know about Air Suspension.
Simply put, the air suspension on the disco II consists of a couple of balloons at each back wheel.
A way of inflating them independently and a computer to monitor the height of the car and keep it all level.
The Disco II air suspension consists of the following components:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Air bags (balloons)
Pipes that join the air bags to the valve block and supply air to the compressor
A valve block to control independent inflation/deflation of the air bags
A compressor to supply compressed air
Air scrubbers/filters to clean and de-moisturise the air
Ride height sensors to feedback levelling and height information to the computer
A computer to control the valve operation and activation of the compressor

Component Locations:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Air bags: There are two air bags, one at each back wheel (there is no air suspension on the front)
Air Pipes: the supply air to the compressor runs along the chassis to the compressor from behind the top light cluster at the rear left
hand side of the car. The supply to the air bags runs from the compressor valve block along the chassis to each of the rear air bags.
There is a supply to the valve block that runs from the compressor.
The valve block: this is contained in the compressor unit black box on the outside of the chassis rail under the passenger seat (UK
models)
Compressor: this is contained in the black box on the outside of the chassis rail under the passenger seat (UK models)
Air Scrubbers/Filters: there is an air scrubber on the compressor unit and the filter is behind the light cluster on the end of the supply
pipe.
Ride height sensors: these are small matchbox size boxes with a plastic arm. They are attached to the chassis rail on each side at the
front of the rear wheel arches and have a link bar which attaches to the rear arm to the axle and an electrical connection.
Computer: this is the SLABS ecru (&#8216;Self Levelling&#8217; and ABS ecru) and is found behind the dashboard glove box.

Modes of operation.
1. Normal driving mode: this is the normal operation height of the suspension
2. Extended height mode: (user controlled), this is activated via a button on the dashboard. Activation/dis-activation comes with a dashboard
light and audio chimes. This mode raises the back end for extra off road ground clearance.
3. Dropped height mode:, (user controlled) this is for hitching a trailer or caravan and needs a remote key fob, although you can buy these
keyfobs from ebay etc&#8230; This key fob accessory needs to be programmed to your car by a dealer. This mode drops the back end down
below &#8216;normal&#8217; operation levels.
4. Grounded Chassis Mode: (automatic) this mode is automated by the SLABS ecu. If it detects that the chassis is grounded using the traction
control sensors. It automatically raises the chassis beyond extended height temporally in an attempt to jack the chassis out of its grounded
situation.
5. Transport Mode: (dealer only) This is only available to a dealer or someone with a &#8216;testbook&#8217; computer, it lowers the
suspension right down, for use when the car is on a transporter.
Quirks and safety.
The suspension will rise about 20mm once the engine is started and all the doors closed. This is normal.
The suspension will drop about 20mm once the engine is switched off and all the doors are closed after exiting the car. You can usually see this
happen and hear the air rushing out. This is normal.
The &#8216;extended mode&#8217; will return to &#8216;normal mode&#8217; once the car drives over 18mph. lights will flash on the dash
and you will hear the chimes. This is normal.
For safety, all the doors including the bonnet and boot must be shut to allow any changes in the suspension height. (Remember this if you are
making a repair!)
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Troubleshooting.
Land Rover recommend that the air bags be changed every 5 years as they become porous with age &#8211; so if they haven&#8217;t been
changed, change them..!
Sinking on one side or the other is a sure sign of an air leak on that side, if it regains normal height after running the engine (remember doors
closed!) then the compressor is ok and you should be looking at replacement air bags. Replace them in pairs!
Spraying soapy water on them when in &#8216;extended height&#8217; mode is a good telltale for an air leak. Find the bubbles and you have
found the leak!
Expect to pay around £90 each for Air Bags and £0.50p for the clips &#8211; you&#8217;ll need two clips for each air bag. The clips are
reusable, but may break when getting them off. Get some anyway to be sure.
Very few people have had an air pipe wear through by rubbing on the chassis, this is not a common fault. If this happens then the compressor will
be constantly on (when the engine is running) and the car will not lift on that side.
Over inflation on one side or the other is a sign of a defective ride height sensor; this will pump the air bag to the max and will cause the front to
dip down on the opposing side. DO NOT DRIVE THE CAR if this happens, Get it recovered and replaced immediately! Air bags have exploded
due to over inflation. At any road speed this could be lethal... believe me, they go with a bang!!!
Replacing them is an easy job, but for safety sake must be done with caution given the fault. Expect to pay about £25 for a ride height sensor and
a further hour or two costs for calibration at the dealer
Sinking on both sides and not able to regain height is probably a failed compressor or faulty valve block. Some people have claimed to source just
the valve block, mostly the compressor and valve block come as one unit. The Compressor is very easy to change. Expect to pay about £200 for a
new unit.
When attempting to do any repair on the suspension, pay attention to whether to support the chassis or the axle or both.
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Replacing the compressor unit:
1. Secure and chock the car
2. Jack the car slightly at the back and place axle stands under the chassis rails, taking the weight of the car off the axle.
3. Locate the compressor and remove the cover using the two turn buckles and a penny.
4. Undo the two bolts that hold the compressor to the chassis.
5. Get a couple of house bricks or similar block of wood and place them under the compressor on the ground.
6. lift the compressor unit as a whole onto the bricks (there should be enough slack in the pipe work)
7. Undo all the electrical and pipe work connections and swap out for the new unit.
8. Hook compressor back into place on chassis rail and bolt back on.
9. Jack car and take axle stands away, remove jack.
10. Spray soapy water onto the valve block to check for air leaks.
11. Replace cover.
Inside the compressor unit:
Replacing an Air Bag
1. jack car really high put stands under chassis letting axle dangle
2. remove jack and put under diff pan.
3. take off wheel, jack axle slightly
4. carefully take off two air bag retaining clips at mounting at top and remove air supply pipe.
5. remove bag like light bulb
6. lock new bag in
7. use jack to raise axle and get pipe on.
8. put clips back on
9. jack up axle really high to fool sensors into low ride height
10. close all doors including boot and open drivers window.
11. start car through drivers window and run for a few seconds to put just a touch of air in the bag
12. stop engine and check that bag is inflating properly and square
run engine again till bag inflated
13. put on wheel
14. take off stands and jack
Replacing a faulty ride height sensor.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

take your keys out of the ignition.
DO NOT RUN THE ENGINE until you have completed the job
if the car is up on one side due to over inflation, release air pressure at the valve block on the appropriate side by slowly slackening off
the pipe union. DO NOT WORK IN THE WHEEL ARCH until correct ride height has been restored.
chock, jack, put chassis on stands and remove road wheel.
locate electrical connection on sensor and unplug, unbolt sensor and replace.
restore electrical connection
replace wheel
with all doors closed run engine and observe.
use a tape measure to compare sides, measure from the hub of the wheel to the top of the wheel arch. If it is wildly out, go see a dealer
for a suspension calibration.

Converting the Air Bags to Coil springs.
There are conversion kits for about £100 to convert from Air to Coils.
Many people consider this option if the air is proving problematic.
Bear in mind the following if you are considering this&#8230;

•
•

The air suspension is a European Standard for a 7 seater, if you go to coils you may invalidate your insurance for a 7 seater.
The conversion to coils requires the re-programming of the SLABS ecu to turn off the air function, an additional cost at the dealer!
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Just for fun
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