LANDROVING IN KZN
Land Rover Owners Club KZN

Monthly Newsletter
June 2019

Contents

Page

Committee Members

2

The Editors Letter

3-4

Calendar of Forthcoming Events

5-6

New Members

7

For Sale

8-9

LROC KZN Trail Driving & Gates Rules

10 - 11

Past Events

12 – 16

Something Different

17 - 22

1

LROC KZN Committee :
Chairman: Brian Moore
chairman@landroverclub.org.za
social@landroverclub.org.za
Cell: 082 842 0064
Vice Chairman: Kingsley Kemp
vicechairman@landroverclub.org.za
Cell: 082 670 9063
Treasurer, Webmaster and membership :
Brendan Mitchell
treasurer@landroverclub.org.za web@landroverclub.org.za
membership@landroverclub.org.za
Cell: 083 2824318
Secretary: Andrew Kirkbride
secretary@landroverclub.org.za
Cell: 079 743 6488
Gates/Trails :
gates@landroverclub.org.za
Russell Slogrove (Cell: 083 630 4318)
Kyle Miller (Cell: 083 611 7441) (Gates and Trails)
Dylan Mickleburgh (Cell: 083 440 6086)
Etienne van Zyl (Cell: 081 756 0581)
Heinz Stegen (Cell : 082 895 4208)
Newsletter Editor: Bridget Slogrove
newsletter@landroverclub.org.za or bridget.slogrove@gmail.com
Cell: 083 270 0238

Disclaimer :
The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Club’s committee or members and
may be incorrect.

2

Editors Letter
At the beginning of June, we held our 2nd Gates Competition of the year. As you can see from the photo on the first
page, Russell scored a 3rd position in the standard class. We award the first 3 competitors in each class with a trophy
(obviously the modified class will have “Modified” and not “Standard” on them.
Also in June was the Best of British at the VCC Clubhouse. I am not sure if any of our members attended this event. It
was not a club event but if our members were at this event it would be great if you could send me some photos and do a
bit of a write up about the event.
We also had some brave members do the recce for the Aloe Trail Drive which was to take place at the beginning of
July. Unfortunately we were unable to attend this drive as I had mistakenly booked us to go with our daughter, son-inlaw and my mom to the Barnyard to watch Celtic Rock.
We used our range rover to go the committee meeting in Boston. As it was the same Sunday as the Comrades
Marathon and most of the roads where were would have travelled offroad to get to Boston were inaccessible due to
road closures, we travelled up the N3. We met the other committee members at the BP Oasis and travelled up to the
offramp off the N3 and then headed for Boston.
Due to a fault with the steering angle sensor, the range rover is
set for off-roading conditions and is riding higher than for normal
freeway driving. There is fair amount of body roll at the
moment. Russell has stripped the sensor and there are little
brushes missing and worn. Looking at the brushes, if you took a
Scalextric
car and
took the
brushes off
the bottom
of the car that touch the metal stripes on the track, they are
basically the same. Unfortunately you would need an extremely
steady hand to get the brushes soldered to the sensor unit.
Russell found a supplier in the UK and is still waiting for the
parcel to arrive.
The steering angle sensor affect the air suspension, ride height,
DSC (dynamic stability control), the ABS braking system, the
HDC (hill descent control) as well as the airbag deployment. It
works virtually everything on the can bus (controller area
network). So without this little contraption working, the vehicle
is just not right.
Then there is the LED screen on the front dash that has lost
pixels and we cannot read it properly. Russell has been going
through You Tube and watching all the video he possibly can on
how to fix this. He has ordered the part from the UK and (as
with the steering angle sensor) is also waiting for that part to
arrive.
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Buffel should be back
home soon and I would
like to wish (by means
of this newsletter)
condolences to Lance
Erasmus (one of our
members) on the
unexpected passing
away of his dad.
Rassie had been putting
Buffel back together
after the engine was
stripped and repaired.
Rassie was a mechanic
whose passion was V8
muscle cars and
repaired and rebuilt
them for customers. He hadn’t worked on a land rover before and the last time I spoke to him, he said he thinks he
should get some more of them in to work on as he was having such fun with Buffel. Lance has his uncles and one of
his dads friends assisting him to get the vehicles still in their yard finished and delivered. I told Lance when he is done
with Buffel he must drive here up to our place as I know he loves driving the vehicle.
Trevor’s D1 which he has name Sparkles (it had spark, now there’s no spark because the starter motor has packed up)
is still sitting in Russell’s parking at work. He managed to get spark, there was fuel and then the starter motor stopped
working so now we are waiting for the previous owner to send the spare one down to me. As soon as that parcel
arrives, Russell can see if the D1 will start and we can get that one home. We are really going to need a bigger garden.
When we had our new fence put up 18 months ago, we had a gate put in behind the garage. Russell tried to get Green
Dragon up into that part of the garden a few weeks ago. The grass was wet as there has been a touch of rain overnight
and even with traction control, she would not go up the bank. We are going to have to get the someone in to cut the
bank away so we can get the land rovers in there otherwise we won’t have room to move cars in and out just now.
The Series 3 (now shorty) is still untouched and needing to be wired, painted and then put back together and the interior
of the cab done with the seating. That will probably end up being a job for my mom and she sews really well.
Hopefully Russell can get this done before Cars in the Park next year and then we can also park up front instead of way
back on our site.
There is an amazing story that I have been given permission to use photos and captions from, so enjoy the read.
Until next month.
Your editor
Bridget Slogrove
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Calendar of forthcoming events
LROC KZN PROVISIONAL EVENTS DIARY 2018/2019
When

What, where

7 July
2019
18 - 22
July
2019
20 July

Aloe Trail

2019
27/28
July
2019
28 July
2019
9 - 11
Aug
2019
24/25
Aug
2019
31 Aug 1 Sep 19
14 - 15
Sep 19
20 - 24
Sep
2019
29 Sep
2019
20 Oct
2019
2/3
Nov
2019

Information

CONTACT
PERSON

More details to
follow

Kyle Miller

Grade
4-5

083 611 7441

Tembe Elephant Park
More details to
follow
Umfolozi Game Park

More details to
follow

3rd Gates
The Farm 4x4 Track
Vintage Car Club at Hillcrest
High

Kyle Miller
More details to
follow
More details to
follow

Trip to Mkuzi

083 611 7441

Not a club event
Brian Moore

More details to
follow

4th Gates
Non-stop Adventures
Campover at Kingsley's in
Boston
and drive
Umfolozi/Hluluwe

3-5

082 842 0064
Etienne van Zyl

3-5

More details to
follow

081 756 0581

More details to
follow

Kingsley Kemp
082 459 4938

4-5

Brian Moore

1-3

More details to
follow

Trip to Transkei
More details to
follow

Valley Drive

082 842 0064
Kyle Miller

1-3

083 611 7441

Full Dusi Drive
5th Gates
Big Rock

1-3

More details to
follow

Russell Slogrove
More details to
follow

3-5

083 630 4318
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Trail Grading : All our events/trails are graded according to the 5 grades below.
1.

Complete novice soft dirt trail, no low range required. Suitable for all Land Rovers including the Freelander.

2.

Limited low range required but suitable for the novice driver. Suitable for all Land Rovers including the Freelander.

3.

Low range and limited off road knowledge required. Suitable for all Land Rovers with certain trails not suitable for the
Freelander.

4.

A low range technical trail suitable for the experienced. The inexperienced will be able to do the trail, as long as assistance
will be available from the more experienced members. Suitable for all Land Rovers except the Freelander.

5.

Extremely technical , suitable for the experienced and/or modified vehicle only with the possibility of vehicle damage.
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New Members
WELCOME TO THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS
Remember it’s your club and you will get out of it what you want to. You have purchased THE BEST 4 x 4 x FAR and
now it’s time to use it. See you at the next club event.

New Members for Newsletter
MemberNo
667

Prefix

Initials Surname MemberName

Mr and Mrs R

Stevens

Roland

Salutation

Email Address Date Joined M/ship

Roland and Avril avrol@icloud.com 201907

Full
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For sale
Details:
 Long wheel base
 1976 + Built up from parts in Estcourt
 2.7 L Nissan 6 cylinder petrol
engine
 Freewheel hubs on the front
 Power steering and Brakes
 Snorkle
 Licensed
 Running order
 Clutch needs an overhaul
 Full canvas cover
 Price: R30,000 ONCO
 Phone Lawrence on 083 785 0340
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LROC KZN Trail driving and Gates Rules
On the recent valley drive, and after in-depth discussions at our last committee meeting, we wish to bring
the following points to your attention (even if you have been a member for a while, please take time to go
through these points and familiarise yourselves with them as sometimes we tend to forget when we on a
drive or doing the gates).
For the new member who have not yet joined us for these drives or for the gates – LROC KZN does not
charge you to go on a trail drive or to enter the gates competitions. Where we go to a venue such as
Killarney 4x4 or Non-Stop Adventures, we negotiate a price with the owners of the venues for the day we
do setup (this is normally at no charge) as well as a camping fee where applicable and a fee for the actual
day of the event. These fees are payable by those members joining us. Where we are holding the gates at an
area such as Big Rock in the Inanda Dam Valley, there is obviously no charge to get into the venue.
The following applies to trail driving –
1. When you arrive in future at a trail drive, please ensure that you arrive at least 15 to 30 minutes early
as there is always a driver briefing.
2. Going forward, we will be writing a number on each vehicle as you arrive at the meeting spot. This
is so that the person who is at the back of the convoy with a radio will know if any of the vehicles are
missing or stuck etc.
3. Ultimately we would like the newer members in the front and those who have done a couple of
drives towards the back of the convoy.
4. When we say that you must follow convoy rules this means that if you are going to turn left or right
off of main road, that you stop and wait for the vehicle behind you if you cannot see them in your
rear view mirror.
5. When we do these types of drives, there will be times when the lead vehicle will stop for regrouping
at a viewpoint. This is when you can get out of your vehicles and take photos, get a drink or snack
from the back of the vehicle and stretch your legs.
6. Please do not hold up the convoy by driving slowly – the convoy moves slow enough as it is – try to
keep the vehicle ahead of you in sight at all times. This allows the convoy to stop for longer periods
at view points.
7. If you have friends who want to join us, unfortunately we cannot have other makes of vehicles join
in the drives. They are welcome to come in your land rovers.
8. While driving the trail, please do not let children/adults with you hang out or sit anywhere on the
outside of your vehicle.
9. Pets are allowed but if you bring your dogs, please ensure that they are on a lead at all times and that
you have control of your dog. We have had complaints of dogs snatching food off plates and tables
and generally getting in the way of vehicles when members are trying to traverse tricky areas.
10. Please refrain from throwing or dropping refuse such a cold drink bottles, chip packets etc out of
your vehicle windows. We never leave anything behind. What we take on a drive goes home with
us and we throw our rubbish away at home in our own bins.
The following applies to gates –
1. We need all members who will be driving the gates to arrive no later than 30 minutes before the
gates starts for scrutineering and registration.
10

2.
3.
4.
5.

Should you arrive after the gates has started, you will not be able to participate.
No children under the age of 16 are permitted in the vehicles while you are driving the gates.
Only the driver and co-driver may be in the vehicle
Once the drivers have walked the gate to see the route, they are to return to their vehicles and
assemble in number order (this is done during scrutineering). Drivers may not watch other drivers
doing the gates. Once you have driven a gate, you may then watch the other drivers to that gate.
(Please note that this rule will only apply depending on the number of drivers doing the gates as the
more vehicles there are, the less time we have to complete all the gates).
6. The co-driver must be in the vehicle unless by an instruction of the head marshall for a particular
gate. No outside assistance can be given to any driver.
7. If you as the driver feel that you cannot participate in a certain gate due to damage that you may
sustain in that gate, please inform the head marshall and take your score sheet (which drivers keep in
their vehicles) to be filled in by the gates scorer.
8. No alcohol is to be consumed by any driver during the gates competition. You are endangering your
co-driver, yourself as well as the marshalls on the course. (Please note that this rule may be relaxed
depending on numbers)
9. Should you have children with you, please ensure that they are not in the way of any vehicles that are
busy driving the gates (this applies to not only the drivers but also the spectators who have children).
10. This applies to pets as well. All dogs MUST be on a leash controlled by a handler. We have had
young novices driving at the Christmas gates where dogs have been running in front of vehicles.
Please note that certain venues do not allow dogs. When we send out the adverts for these events,
we will notify you of this fact.
Please be aware that our clubs gates scrutineering process is outdated and needs a revamp – this will
be done at the end of this year after our last gates of 2019. As we have already begun the 2019 gates,
we cannot change this now. We will more than likely sway towards safety as well in that we would
check for fire hydrants and first aid kits in the vehicles, as well as recovery points and tow straps for
doing recoveries.
I have included a copy of the current scoring and scrutineering sheets for those new members who
have never driven a gates event and for those members who have driven but would like to familiarise
themselves with the point system.
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Past events
2nd Gates Competition at High Stakes on the 2nd June 2019
The club’s 2nd gates competition was held at High Stakes and was hosted by Heinz. We joined Heinz at about 10am
on Saturday 1st June to set up for the
gates on the Sunday. Between
Russell, Heinz and myself (not really
doing very much but complaining
about having to walk up and down
the hills and commenting on the
difficulty of the gates and how mean
Heinz was for setting such difficult
gates) by 12:30 that afternoon, we
were finished and heading for home.
Sometimes having fewer people to do
the setup is an advantage as there are
fewer people to add input. Other
times it is good to have the extra
hands. Heinz even went out and
bought polystyrene numbers to tape
onto the tops of the banners so we
could tell which was which.
Sunday morning we were up really early and arrived at High Stakes to find a couple of members had arrived already.
We paid our entrance fee and headed down the hill. It was still quite early and after a hot cup of coffee, we started
with the registration of the drivers and the vehicle scrutineering.
We ended up with six drivers, three
modified and three standard. Heinz
and Russell had set up some pretty
technical gates and due to the fact that
the ground was slightly damp from the
dew, we decided to start off at number
five and work out way back to number
one. Number one was the first gate that
Heinz had set up before we had even
arrived to assist on the Saturday
morning and was the most difficult as
far as I was concerned.
As there were so few vehicles, we
relaxed the rules completely for the
day. The drivers decided that they
would do all the gates if they wanted to and I would take to highest five scores for each driver and use those points for
the total points for the day. We also relaxed the drinking rule and told them they were allowed to drink but if Heinz
felt they were out of control and endangering themselves or the marshalls, then he would stop them from driving.
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The gates were set up close together as
usual with just a slightly different
entrance or exit for each class and we
numbered the six vehicles and they
went in number order for most of the
gates. The standard class drivers only
drove the gates setup for the standard
vehicles but the modified class drivers
drove all ten of the gates set up. Dylan
opted to drive the standard class as he
had just finished the rebuild of his
vehicle and was a bit unsure of her
(my feeling anyway).
Every time the standard class drivers
were driving up a hill the front of
Dylan’s vehicles was bouncing. He
has raised it (a bit high for my liking as I now need a step ladder to get into it if I need a lift from one gate to the next.
Some of the gates had to be altered slightly before they could be driven or when the first driver had gone through, the
gate would be changed and the driver would go through a second time. There were also quite a lot of wheels in the air
(this happened to all the drivers – some
more than others). Kingsley kept
lifting the front wheels every time he
drove up a hill. One or two of the
drivers pulled out of the gates they
were doing and scored nil on those
gates. We even had to bring out the
yellow fabric socks to put on top of
some of the banners as the guys could
not see them in the sunlight.
As there were so few drivers
competing, even Heinz joined in the
fun and drove the standard gates.
There were enough of us to help out
with the marshalling and I did the
scoring for the drivers. When the
drivers had driven they were also assisting with the marshalling. We also had a couple of spectators join us during the
course of the morning to come and see what was going on and how the drivers were doing. It’s always great to have
support for the drivers. None of the gates had been tested on the Sunday so not even Heinz had an advantage over the
other drivers. The gates were all fresh and unused and the numbers were a great help.
During the course of the morning and although all six of the drivers knew that they were guaranteed a trophy no
matter what as we hand out three trophies in each class, the competition was quite stiff and guys were really trying for
the most points possible. Dylan did not complete one of the standard class gates so he opted to drive the last of the
modified gates. He did this with ease and I took those points as being his fifth gate.
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It was then time for lunch and the fire
was lit and the smell of meat was
awesome. We were all hungry and
thirsty by then as it was quite warm.
Well done to all six drivers –
Standard Class
Russell
Dylan
Heinz
Modified Class
Haig
Justin
Kingsley
See you all soon at the next gates. It
would be great to see some new faces. The older members can come and support them.
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Recce for the Aloe Trail
The recce for the Aloe Trail took place about a week before the
end of June. The route was tackled back to front as the drivers
had forgotten the route that was meant to be taken and actually
got lost at one stage and had to use data to find out where they
were in order to find their way out of the bush. The photos
from the recce were taken by Kyle who was the host of recce.
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Something Different
Dundee 2 Dundee
I am not sure how many of you followed the Dundee 2 Dundee drive so I asked for permission to use their photos and
photos captions so that you can see the awesome adventure that Kevin and Donna had together. Over the next couple
of months (because of the numerous amazing photos that Kevin and Donna took, I will be taking you on their
adventure.
Kevin was born in Dundee, Kwa-zulu Natal, South Africa. Donna was born in Dundee in Scotland. At the beginning
of 2018 they began an epic journey when they left home in Margate on the Kwa-zulu Natal South Coast, travelled to
Dundee in Kwa-zulu Natal and then began what was the be the first attempt to get to Dundee in Scotland. This was
for charity.

2 x water tanks installed (100 litres)
and an extra diesel tank now giving
us a total of 16

Again, BRILLIANT work by the
Bundutec team...Thanks Guys !!! 0
litres on board...
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We’re leaving EARLY – this was a post on the 3rd April 2018.
So, we have brought our departure date forward to 15th April.
Just when you think the kids have freed you up to start adventuring, my daughter is expecting our first grandchild and is due
on 6th August (I really don’t feel that old) and my son is getting married on 18th August and so we have 3 months to get from
Dundee, SA to Dundee, Scotland and will leave the van there and fly home for these momentous occasions and then fly back
to fetch the van and carry on with the trip through Europe and back to Dundee SA.
Don’t forget to come say bye to us tomorrow (Sun 8th April from 2-4pm) at THE VILLAGE TAVERN in Margate South
Africa, before we head off to Dundee SA for the start of the adventure.
We will have the BEAST all rigged out and open for you to have a look ..
For everyone asking about our proposed route, here it is guys ...

When we cross by ferry
from Morocco to Spain
we will go through
France and into the
UK.

15 April 2018 : The house in Dundee SA that Kevin was born in.
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16 April 2018 : Friendly and fast border crossing from SA to Botswana.

17 April 2018 : Kevin & Donna camped 100kms away from the Namibian Border last night at Jungle Light Rest Camp,
Tshootsha, Botswana. They were hoping to cross the Namibian border this morning.
From Kevin:
“Had a hectic muddy rainy drive with a detour, but the Landy was amazing - but now dirty. Arrived JUST in time as it was
getting dark and set up the awning just as the rain started. Having coffee and a rusk now in this amazing place with the rain
noisy on the awning and am about to have a glass (aluminium wine glass) of red wine and then enjoy the evening and the
rain and get into the tent. We will head for Namibian border tomorrow, about 100kms away.”

No luck with Congo visas (RC or DRC) but we try again tomorrow.
In the meantime we have found a seriously luxury campsite in Windhoek called Arebbusch (Urban Campsite looked
incredible as well but was full).
We even have our own ablutions 😳😳😳😲😲😲, electricity and water.
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20 April 2018 : So, three countries down! Kevin & Donna are in Angola now and
possibly
won’t
have
WiFi
for
2
days!
21 April 2018 : We stopped for the night just outside Lubango in Angola. Had a
long drive through border and Ondjiva and Xangongo. Will take 2 more days to
get to Luanda some 1000km away!

Heading up to Luanda today. Probably
won’t make it in one day but having fun.

23 April 2018 : Angolan sunset.
Our new friend Dio from Carpe Diem resort
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It’s the Atlantic but it’s warm.
Luanda Club Nautico
Carpe Diem Resort

An Angolan morning on Carpe Diem’s beach
24 April 2018 : Making my own coffee

21

Village Tavern gets exposure in Luanda
Sunrise from our tent in Clube Nautico

A hot evening of 35’+
25 April 2018 : Ok, we are off to
the DRC Embassy in Luanda now
for a final decision ....
Long pants and closed shoes and
big smiles will do this

Well, due the the incredibly unbelievable attitude and decision of the DRC Embassy in Angola and after exhausting every
possible avenue, they are refusing to give visas of any type to any foreigners travelling from Angola to DRC and are
insisting that we can only apply for such from South Africa. Even the SA Embassy in Angola are stunned by this decision
and attitude and after another session with them today, the DRC embassy literally closed the window in our face and asked
Security to remove us, after telling them that we have International newspapers following our trip. He said he does not care
and the DRC does not need tourists !!!!
So, the plan has changed to this:We will head to Zambia, Tanzania, Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana and then back to SA and will enjoy our
son’s wedding and the birth of our 1st grandchild by our daughter and then will head off again for Dundee Scotland,
possibly via the East Coast of Africa this time ....
In the words of some famous Scotsman.... “THEY WILL NEVER TAKE OUR FREEDOM”
and in the words of some famous Englishman....”WE WILL NEVER SURRENDER”
‘Dundee 2 Dundee’ will now take the long way round...
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